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1086 POVERTY IN THE UNITED KINGDOM 

INTRODUCTION  

(a) IF INFORMANT WILLING TO GIVE INTERVIEW  

proceed to Q.1 at the beginning of the Housing Section and when the 

interview is finished complete the Summary at the beginning of the 

questionnaire. 

(b) IF A FIRM REFUSAL  

(and no other adult member of the household is likely to give an interview 

now or at a later date) encourage the informant at least to answer the 

questions on your Summary sheets. Information on these sheets giving: 

(i) the reference number of the household 

(ii) the date of call (s) 

(iii) the reasons why no interview was obtainable (in addition to the notes 

on your record sheet) must be provided in all instances. 

Finally, leave a copy of our introductory letter and send us the Summary 

sheets as soon as possible. 

(c) IF PUT OFF AT FIRST CONTACT  

(because of illness, domestic emergency, etc.) 

then having made sure that no other adult member of the household is free 

to give an interview (unless of course circumstances clearly dictate that 

this enquiry should not be made), leave the introductory letter and go 

immediately for fear of jeopardising a later interview, asking only when a 

second call might be convenient. Use your record sheet to note the date 

and result of this first contact. 

IF PUT OFF AGAIN AT SECOND CONTACT  

then try at least to obtain the answers to the questions in the Summary 

sheets, preferably taking replies from someone in the household but, 

failing that, from an external source. 

At this point we rely on your discretion to decide whether 

(a) the householdôs response should be regarded as a disguised refusal 

(in which case return Summary sheets and complete your record 

sheet accordingly); or 

(b) an interview is probably obtainable at a third call, in which case 

retain the Summary sheets for the time being (they can be 

destroyed if you obtain an interview at the third visit or returned to 

us if you are put off a third time). 

If you are in any doubt then consult the London Office or Regional Super-

visor about the advisability of a third call. 
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HOUSING AND LIVING FACILITIES  

General 

Information recorded by the interviewer on the left of the main 

column is needed so that the circumstances of the household may be fully 

understood by those in the office but it may not be required for computer-

analysis. 

 

QUESTION 1 ð Rooms 

No room should be listed twice. Bedsitters should be listed as bed-

rooms and not also as living-rooms. Do not count a scullery or a hall or a 

bathroom as a room. The total number of living and dining and bedrooms 

should not include a kitchen if it is not large enough for a family to eat in. 

You will see that there are two numbered boxes in the column in which to 

write the numbers of bedrooms and total numbers of rooms. Each is for 

each digit in the total: Thus, if there are 9 or fewer rooms the number 

should be written in the right-hand box and ñ0ò should be written in the 

left-hand box. If there are, say, 13 rooms, then ñ1ò should be written in the 

left-hand and ñ3ò in the right hand box. This will help us to avoid mistakes 

in transferring information to the computer. 

 

QUESTION 2 ð Additional or fewer rooms 

Define ñroomò as above. 

 

QUESTION 4 

A water closet flushed by water. Chemical or earth closets are not 

included, nor are flush water closets which can only be reached by going 

outdoors across a yard, even if under cover. 

 

QUESTION 5 

A garden is any space at the front or back of the house where it is 

possible to grow something. A yard is an outdoor space which is covered 

in concrete, asphalt, etc., where there are no plants or lawn other than in 

boxes or barrels (if any). 

If you have already seen the garden it may be unnecessary to ask 

the second part of the question, for it may be possible to code 3, 4 or 5. 

But be sure that you are taking back as well as front garden into the 

reckoning. Add the two together in estimating size. 

1a 
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QUESTION 8(d)  ð Length of housing problem 

Number of years should not include any period before the age of 21.  

 

QUESTION 9 ð Structural defects 

Note that the need for redecoration and refurnishing is not included. 

Informants may vary in their interpretation of a ñdefectò (for example, a 

woman living in a modern home may complain of small damp spots on the 

walls) but apart from discouraging people from regarding minor blemishes 

as defects you should accept what informants say.  

QUESTION 9 

Television: combined television, radio and record-playing sets may 

be listed under separate headings.  

Central heating: uniform heating throughout dwelling (or part of 

dwelling) occupied by household. 

2a 
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QUESTION 10 

At this point put any christian name of informant in first box on back flap, then christian 
names of all other adults and children in household. In complex households always list children 
immediately after their parent(s) guardian(s). Otherwise, to the case, say, of a married couple and 
adolescent children you may find it easiest to list according to age: first the wife who is, say 59, 
husband 55, children 26, 24, 20, 17 and 14. When you write in information throughout the 
questionnaire please keep rigorously to the particular column for each named person in the 
household. Specifically household information is recorded in the first column. The informantôs 
answers about himself should always be entered in the next column. The list of members under 
Q.10 may have to be later modified according to who is temporarily residing in the household or 
who is temporarily away. This should be check carefully. Boarders of more than four weeks 
residence should be recorded as members of the household; lodgers and sub-tenants will require 
separate questionnaires. 

**HO USEHOLD TYPE 

On the back of the questionnaire you will find a code list of household compositions. When 
you are checking the questionnaire put the appropriate code for this household in the box allocated 
under the double asterisk.  

Definition of a Household 

A private household comprises one person living alone or a group of persons living 
together, having some or all meals together and benefiting from a common housekeeping. Persons 
who have resided in the household for at least four weeks and are not expected to leave shortly, 
and persons who have resided in the household for less than four weeks but are not expected to 
leave again after that period, should be listed as members. Persons who are felt to be members of 
the household but are away (e.g. students or men at work) should only be included if they have 
been away for less than 13 weeks and are expected back within the total period of 13 weeks (code 
under 10(d)). 

QUESTION 10(e)  QUESTION 10(d) 
Age-group: code as below  Code reasons as below 
0 - 1 01 Hospital/nursing Home/convalescent Home 1 
2 - 4 02 Staying with relative or friend 2 
5 - 9 03 Otherwise away on holiday 3 
10 - 14 04 In armed services/merchant navy 4 
15 - 19 05 Otherwise working away from home 5 
20 - 29 06 prison, approved school, Borstal, detention, etc. 6 
30 - 39 07 Childrenôs Home or foster home 7 
40 - 49 08 Boarding school, college, university 8 
50 - 59 09 Other (specify) 0 
60 - 64 10 
65 - 69 11 
70 - 79 12 
80 and over 13 
DK X 
NA Y 

QUESTION 10(f) - Court order  

A maintenance order secured through the courts. If no action has been taken to confirm the 
separation then code 1; in this situation at least the spouse in the household accepts that man and 
wife are not living together and there is no immediate prospect of them so doing. 

 
QUESTION 11 

If answer yes, complete other parts of question and amend Q.10 if someone included in 
answers to that question who proves in fact to be a temporary visitor or guest (i.e. who has stayed 
less than 4 weeks and not expected to stay for total period longer than 4 weeks). 

QUESTION 11(a) 

If there is more than one visitor enter information for all  in box or on this left hand page. 

QUESTION 11(f) Code as follows: 
Relative staying without payment 1 
Friend staying without payment 2 
Relative staying with payment 3 
Friend staying with payment 4 
Other person staying with payment 5 
Other (e.g. nurse/student - specify 6 

 
QUESTION 12 

If any person is felt to belong to the household and is expected to return to it after a total 
absence of less than thirteen weeks (e.g. at University, in hospital, at work staying with relatives), 
then the interviewer should include such a person m the replies to Q.10, But the information 
should also be recorded here in Q.12. 

QUESTION 12(h) Prompt and code as follows: 

Hospital/nursing/convalescent/residential Home 1 
Staying with relative or friend 2 
Otherwise away on holiday 3 
In armed services/merchant navy 4 
At boarding school, college or university 5 
Otherwise working .away from home 6 
Approved school/Borstal/detention centre. etc. 7 
Childrenôs Home/foster home 8 
Prison 9 
Other (specify) X 

3a 
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QUESTION 13(a) 

ñMarriageò: include common law marriage if in fact revealed by 

informant. 

QUESTION 13(b) 

Code whereabouts of parents only in terms of the replies so far given 

(or given later) by the informant. Direct questions might seem to be very 

offensive and they must be avoided. Indirect questions will be helpful 

according to the circumstances. For example, it may transpire that one 

child is the half-sister of another. It would then be very reasonable to ask 

ñHow are they related?ò Or when it becomes obvious that one parent is 

not present, it would be reasonable to ask ñDoes John see his father 

regularly? 

ñAccepted stepfatherò or ñAccepted stepmotherò describes a man or 

woman not legally married to the natural mother or father of the children) 

who has been in the household for at least 13 weeks and who is clearly 

accepted by the informant as the ñstepfatherò or ñstepmotherò of the 

child(ren) living in the household, albeit not accepted by law in this role. 

 
QUESTION 14(a) Play within easy reach 

This means that the mother can rush to a tearful child within, say, 30 

seconds of hearing a wail. A ñsafe placeò could of course include the 

garden. 

4a 
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