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Mrs. Baldwin 10045 P.De

The Baldwin's lived in a terraced house, the front door of
which was painted scarlet. Mrs. Baldwin was not a very bright woman,
slow in her movements and her speech. Many of her answers consisted of
'Dont't know really!, 'haven't thought about it', 'couldn't say'. As
a result the interview only took 3 hour. The two youngest children were
home, eating bowls of cereal in the kitchen - they had already had some at
breakfast time. They were adequately dressed tho' rather grubby and spent most
of the interview trying to tear upithe questionnaire, take my pencil away
and remove the buttow off my coat. The children's programme on the
telly kept them quiet some of the time,

The family
Mrs. Baldwin aged 37 was 12 years younger than her husbsnd, who

had been married before. His first wife died during the war and the son
of this marriage (who was now aged 19) was no longer living at home. The
Baldwins had 5 children, the oldest 10 years, the youngest 3. None

of the children had any particular difficulties. The three eldest went to the
same primary school which was near enough for them to be able to walk to school.
Only one had been to a day nursery - the third child Tony - and this because

he had no one to play with., Mr, Baldwin knew very little about the school,
didn't know the size of the classes, tho' she knew Carol, the oldest was in

the top group of her class. Mrs. Paldwin's father who had been a dustman

died 5 years ago and her mother 25 years ago when she was 12, Her father

had married again., She had three brothers "all live in different parts" and
all married. Her husband's parents were both dead and his only sister lived
in Yorkshire. When I saw Mr. Baldwin the following Friday his brother-in-law
had come down for the weekend, he had picked him up on the way back from
Scotland.

Accommodation

The house had previously belonged to Mr. Baldwin's mother and he
had taken over the mortgage from her when they got married. Mrs. Baldwin
didn't tell me but they had let the top half of the house to a married couple
with 2 children. (they had been his mother's tenants also). The rent was
25/- a week, The Baldwins had the ground floor i.e. 1 l‘ving room (obviously
the scullery before) and two bedrooms. There was no hot water and no bath
in the house. Mr. Baldwin told me he wanted to move and had been on the
Council list since last July. According to him tho' the Council did not
know he was disabled and he thought once he told them that they might get housed
more quickly. Mrs. Baldwin would like 3 or 4 bedrooms and two living rooms
so that she could 'keep one nice!'. A §¥§3§%‘wou1d be nice for the children

because there was nowhere for them to play at the moment.

The furnifure I saw was of poor quality and none of it was new.
The wireless didn't go and the T.V. which was on during the whole interview

was rented. They weren't buying anything on H.P. at the moment and weren't likely

to until the children were bigger.
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Sometimes she had to ask them to wait for the mortgage payments

tThey don't mind as long as you let them know!,

Food

They seemed to have a very unexciting diet - tea and cereals
for breakfast, soup for dinner and sandwiches for the children when they
came home from schoole. Her husband had been home the previous night
so they™t (she and her husband) had a mixed grill. When I arrived the
two youngest children were e-ting a"bowl of cereal each, She'd like to buy

more fruit if she had more money but didn't mentioncanything else.

Clothing ,
She was rather shabbily dressed and neither her clothes or the children

were very clean. She bdught all her clothes with Provident checks for which
she paid £1 a week (this entitled her to have £20 worth of goods). She
never had shoes repaired as they usually got beyohd repair. The children

had one pair of shoes each plus slippers and wellingtons,

Outside contacts etc,
She hadn't been out at all in the last fortnight tho' when I called

the following evening she was out at the pictures. She'd last had a holiday
in 1963.

She hadn't felt ill recently tho' she often felt tired. When the
last baby was born her husband had taken his holidays and looked after the
children - she'd found they had managed quite well and she didn't think she
would have liked extra help. If she suddenly needed extra money for somethig’
she said she'd have to go without 'I wouldn't ask anybody'.

Attitudes

Her husband gave her £10 plus the £4/5 he got paid from his war
disability pension, She said her husband earned £10 a week tho' as he
explained to me he gets £6 a week " N money“which he keeps for himself,

I gathered from him that he didn't spend the whole of this £6 on his weekly
visit to Scotland.

Family allowances were considered part of the housekeeping. She
thought perhaps 10/- for every child would be better. 'They ought to give
it to the first child - it's all wrong to me!'. Beside 'You can always do with
more', She had no idea why some people wanted family allowances abolished
and asked me if if knewf As for varying the size of the allowance according

to the age of the child - no 'You need it all the way thro.!

She only smoked 5 cigarettes a day - the same as she always had,
She had no opinion on the subject of the size of her children's families and
was very unforthcoming about her feelings on having a large family. They
were more company tho' on the other hand 'You can't always dress yourself up
as you'd like to - it all goes on the children'. However she'd have the
same number of children if whe wére starting married life again. She'd

never had any advice on methods of birth control 'I've not much faith in it
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and I've never discussed it -~ I don't fancy it really!.

Not a very talkative woman and she told me after it was her husband
who had sent the postcard - I'm sure she wouldn't have bothered. She was
very vague about when I could see her husband as he went up to Scotland
on a Monday or Tuesday and usually came back sometime on Friday. She

unethusiastically suggested I came back Friday afternoon.

Mr, Baldwin

As I expected a much more talkative person., I did call earlier
in the afternoon but the littggirl upstairs (whom I took to be one of the
older Baldwin children) said he wasn't back. I returned in the evening to

findAMr. Baldwin had been expecting me all afternoon.

The children were all up watching the telly and his brother-in-law
and friend were there too. Mr. Baldwin aged 44 (12 years older than his
wife) had been a prisoner of war for 4 years and then had escap¥ed., During
this time he caught hookworm and mentally he was very shaken up. After the
war he couldn't go back to taxi driving as he couldn't bear to wowk in a
confined space or have much contact with people, In 1959 he had been
unemployed for 2 years and during this time the Red Cross had paid his
mortgate for him - he showed me a létter of introduction from them, which
he has carried around ever since. He was now working for a small firm as
a long distance lorry driver taking a load up to Scotland every week. His
boss was very good and din't mind what day he went off and what day he got
back as long as the journey was done within the week. Of course, as Mr.
Baldwin said 'I get a low wage, because of this, but with my complaint I can't
do a more regular job'. He knew long distance lorry drivers were paid more
than this but in this job he could take an afternoon off to go to the pictures
or go off on his own 'sometimes I just have to get away from people'. He
got picked up by the police sometimes for driving irregular hours and then
he had to explain about his 'complaint'. (No doubt thatslf why he always
carries the letter from the Red Cross around with him).

He wasn't concerned about the size of family his children might
have to' he pointed out "men who go out can't afford to have a big family'.
The advantage of a large family was the comfort they provided (to him rather
than the chil ren I suspect) as he said "With my complaint I wanted a large
family". The only disadvantages were that they get more sickness and there are
more worries. He emphasised that when he came home at weekends he didn't want
to go out bﬁt was content to stay with the children repreating that they were
his chief interest and only social contacts. When I asked him about his
financial position he said he wasn't bothered - in fact with his complaint he

mustn't get worried by these things.
He was quite sure he was an 'unusual case' and didn't think anyone quite

like him had turned up to be interviewed. All the way thro' the interview

he kept referring to his 'complaint! and how this meant he couldn't live a normal

lifeo
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Mrs, Bell

The Bells lived in a very splendid house at the bottom of a
A1l the houses in the Close were large and set
The Bells house had its own garage and a

cul-de-gac in Southgate,
in their own spacious gardens.
trademan's entrance.

Mrs. Bell answered the door - a large, well-built woman, dressed in a

nylon overall over a skirt and jumper. The family were still in the middle

of lunch because two of the girls were home with 'flu and everything was
behind that morning. To start with I was shown into their sitting room -
thick carpet, 3 piece suite, a grand piano, several bookcases etc. She

asked me whether I was 'a Times! woman or a 'Good Housekeeping! woman but
having given me one of them decided I might . just as well come and talk to her
in the kitchen as they'd nearly finished lunch. The two youngest children
were there, the oldest had retreated upstairs to remove her hair curlers}

Mrs., Bellls mother was also there - she looked well in her 70's, had very
white hair and a very wrinkled face. She also had a disconcerting face

twitch and had difficulty in speaking sometimes - she'looked as if she might
have had a stroke at some time. The Bell's breakfast room/kitchen was very
large. There were sink units etc. all the way down one wall under the

window which overlooked the garden. There was a large table in the middle of
the room. They had a !'fridge, gas stove, washing up machine, a lg;g££§§§;a~
opening off one end of the kitchen, a store room at the other end and a UWility

room! adjoing ite
The family

There were 6 girls: - Rosemary 16, Elizabeth 14, Margaret 12,
Susan 9, Angela 4, Judy nearly 2. Mr, Wells was 46, his wife 44. He was
a chartered accountant and worked as a financial director to a dental companye
His parents were living in the Argentine where his father was managing
director of a firm over there. They come over every 2 or 3 years and stay for
6 months with the Bells. Mrs, Bell's father who had been a schoolmaster died
3 years ago but her mother who lived just up the road had lunch with her
daughter every day. Mrs. Bell had 2 younger brothers, both married - one with
4 children, the other with 2, One lived quite near and the other was moving
from Kent to Dulwich very soon. Mr. Bell was an only child. He‘had studied
at University and got a degree in law, Mrs. Bell was studying music but

gave it up when she war started and went into the forces am an ambulance driver,

She was 25 when she got married,

The first four children were born in a nursing home, the last two at
home. All except Judy, who was too young of course, had been to nursery school -
Angels still went, The 3 oldest girls all went to Chéﬁang School in Highgate -
this cost £75Q/annum just in school fees. Rosemary, who was present for the
most part of the interview, had taken 8 '0!' levels and was taking 'A! levels
in the summer. She was hpping to go to University to read Maths. She
helped her mother at home 'as much as her work lets her'. The whole family
had gone to Switzerland for 3 weekslast summer, Elizabeth also hoped to go

to University and Mﬁrgaret too for 'she !'s a clever girl!. Susan was going to






a State Primary School and was in the top group, Angela would be going

to the same school sopn. The 4 oldest children were having music lessons -
Rosemary played the clarinet, Elizabeth the piano and flute, Margaret and
Susan the piano. tDaddy! took the girls to school every morning,

Accommodation
They had 6 bedrooms, 3 reception rooms, a big billiards room, a

utility room, a large attic room where Mr., Bell's parents stayed when they

came over, or where the girls! friends sould stay. They had 2 baths, wash
basins in 3 of the bedrooms and 3 lavatories., She had an automatic washing
maehine and only sent sheets to the laundry. The house was oil fired
centrally heated, They had been living in the house 9 years and had paid
£9,000 for it - & of this they paid initially (mainly from his savings) and

%4 of this was paid by means of a life endowment .policy which he paid £300/énnum.
T had to ask the husband all the questions of housing costs as his wife had no

idea what they were,

Mrs. Bellitenjoyed living in the house very much" - hardly a surprising
comment} She liked the garden both for growing things and for the children
to play in, '0f course, I say I like to sit in it, but I never dote

Food : v
They had a very adequate diet and altogether spent about £12 a week

on foods She had meat and groceries delivered - spent about £2 on fruit and
another £1 on vegetables. They all had a cooked breakfast except for Mrs,
Bell; a light lunch, a high tea for the younger children and a full meal for

the older ones and the parents later in the evening.

Clothes
She never bought clothes on credit apart from school uniforms -

she had an account ¥§t%he school shop. She used to have a lot of clothes for
herself and the children but doesn't so much now. When she bought clothes she
paid for them from their joing bank account. The 3 oldest children had to
wear school uniform, the 4th didn't have to, but did. The 2 youngest children
had two pairs of good shoes each, the next 3 had 3 pairs and Rosemary had 7
pairs of shoes. Mrs. Bell thought the children always grew out of their shoes

first,

Furniture etc..
There were no problems about furniture, They weren't buying anything

on H.P. and never hade The house was very obviously adequately furnished with

good quality furniture,

Social contacts etc.
Her husband played Bridge two or three evenings a week. She went

to choir practice, and belonged to a Choral Society which took 2 or 3 evenings

a week. She was also studying music and was going to take her L.R.C.X4
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The family had had 'flu last week and she'd had a day in bede
That day her husband hadn't gone to work and her mother came in to help.
Vhen Judy was born she'd had someone to come in for a fortnight and anyway

she was born during the school holidays so they managed very well,

When I came back to see her husband Mrs Bell asked me wh?y we
hadn't any questions about domestic help *I thought that wesvery odd. After
all it!'s just physically impossible to look after 6 children single handed".

She had a woman who came in 3mornings a week and a girl who came in for 2 hours

every evenings

Attitudes etc,
She thought family allowances ought to be paid to the first child

because it!'s then that you need most money. {'It ought to be related to means
in some way - we don't really need it.“ She thought only those who hadn't

got children wanted family allowances abolished. She thought it quite a good
idea to give a largevallowance for the older children - they were more
expensive as they got older, Her daughter disagreed about this and thought
younger children's clothes cost just as much as older childrens. I think

her mother managed to convince her that they were not.

She hoped h:r children wouldn't have larger families tho! it did
depend on their situation. The advantages of a large family were “WThey get
the corners rubbed off and learn how to give and take., The disadvantages
she thought were 'There's not enough time to spend with the older children
and your patience goes as one get older!. She thought a lot depends on one's
income. If she were starting married llfﬁ again she'd have 4 children,

As for birth control 'I'm definitely au:fzit' When I cam® back to see her
husband she joined me after the interview and she was talking generally

and when 'the Pill' was mentioned said 'I bless the Pill! so there's no doubt
as to what method she uses. Neither of them are Roman Catholic - she's
Church of England but her husband 'never sets foot inside the Church! as her
daughter put it.

Her daughter talked to me a little while her mother was making tea,
She wanted to be a teacher when she'd got her degree., Like her mother she
was very fond of music and was studying music as well as Maths. She didn't like

young children and wasn't going to have many children herself,

Mrs. Bell was sure her husband would see me - he was interested

in the survey too. 'Tt must be rather amusing doing a survey like thisr
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Have many professional people answered the letter?! I said no to the last
part of the question so she then asked 'Have you found the better class of
people answer your questions more easily 'To which I also replied - no - thot

I had to admit the more vocal ones were more likely to have answered our letter.

Mr Bell
=L =G

I saw Mr. Bell 10 days later in the evening, He was quite a tall
men, well-dressed and quite good looking. However, it became obvious very

quickly that he was a very self-satisfied man and rather smug.

I first asked him all the financial questions his wife hadn't known -
the cost of the home, heating etc, telephone and insurance. He complained
bitterly about the rates which had gone up from £175 - £240 'I'm about to send the
whole thing to Mr. Brown - he says he wante: to keep prices downi! The house.
was insured for £15,000,and¢ the contents for £5,000, and his wife's jewellery
for another £5,000. They had spent £350 on repairs etc. in the last year tho!

this was heavier than usual,

His salary was £3,600 and préfits from the firm gave him another
£3,500, £2,000 went in income tax, £300 in surtax and £150 deducted for his
pension. Another £500 was paid by the firm into a Top Hat scheme which would
give him £20,000 on retirement. This £500 was, of course, tax free. He
worked a 36 hour week. He was also getting £480 war disability pension

(this too would be tax free).

'Family allowahces are far too small to cover the cost of a child,

I've never understood why the first child was extluded., In modern conditions
the wife is working so their net income is halved when the first child comes -
It's needed more for the first than the others. I'd give more to the smaller
income groups - for many people the allowances must be terribly impertant, but
they're nonsense for surtax payers'. His wife was in the room at this point
and added 'I think it's terribly important that it should be paid to the wife.
Some husbands don't give their wives enough money but at least the family

allowance goes to them!,

At Christmas his father and uncle had sent £320 - presents for the
children. His wife had £100 premium bonds, and he had £30,000 of stocks and
shares. These yielded £1,350 interest of which £700 was left after tax. He
was paying £300 towards an endowment of £4,500, the £150/annum deducted by the

firm gave him & pension of £1,850 a year. He managed t0 save £1,000 a yearo

ttitudes etco

His answer to the question about the size of family he hoped his,
children would have was 'I couldn't care less', but added 'Financially they must
be able to cope'. The advantages of a large family were 'It prepares them for
life. They can't be selfish - they have to consider others and help the weaker
members'. The advantages to the parents was 'They tend to keep you young!,

The disadvantages fIt could be that one has to restrict all the family activities,.

One has to go at the pace of the youngest or - in another way one thinks twice
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about giving one of the children 10/- for extra activities because it means
giving all of them-lO/-'. Mrs. Bell had told me that one is very restricted
with young children &nd that if one gives enough attention to the youngest there
isn't enough time to talk to the older ones as much as one would like. Shetd
had au pair girls to help with the younger children but she'd only had one

who was any good. Besides if there was someone to look after the younger ones
then 'you lost them'. Both of them thought the disadvantages of a large
family started after the 3rd., However Mr. Bell said 'I'd have as many
children as come along. I'm fatalistic about it. I hope we don't have any
more because another child is more and more of an upheaval for the childrene
Their mother feels ill before the baby is born and then there are all the other

adjustments to make - for their sake I hope we don't have any more!,

Holidays were a problem - a week!s holiday with the 6 children
set them back £100 just for accommodation. Mrs. Bell told me that if they
had a smaller family than she'd rather go to Spain or Majorca instead of

Switzerland for their holidayl

Mr, Bell thought the Roman Catholic view of birth control was
'non-realistic!, but thought the Church would end up by changing its views,
I asked him whether people commented on the fact that he had 6 children,
He said they did but there were always favourable comments - in fact he
got quite a lot of kudos from having a large family. Sometimes people didn't
believe he'd got 6 children !'What - a bloke like you has got 6 childrenl!
Mrs. Bell told me that once when she was collecting the children from school
and was expecting Judy - i.e. there were 5 children in the car plus hefself
very obviously pregnant - a lorry driver leaned out of his cab as they stopped
at some lights and yelled !'Cor Mrs. you'v e been busyl!, Apart from that
nobody coumented on the fact that she'd got 6 children,

Mr. Bell showed some interest in the survey but was not very concerned
to know how people on lower incomes managed. Mrs. Bell obvioudy had no idea
how little some people had to manage on, and lived very much in a comfortable
world of her own. She wanted to read the report when it was published - she

was going to insist her library got itl
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Mrs. LeMs Brown, 15 Waterer House, Flower House Estate, S.E.6
¥enday, 29th March, 1965 |

I have just called on Mrs. Brown for the seventh time,
the first time being on 15th Februmry. There was no answer to my knocking
when I called at her flat today at three o'cleck and one of the neighbours
ghouted across the courtyard from a neighbouring block of flats that there
wasn't anyons at home. Mps. Brown is a very difficult person to get hold
of,heoanseaheisoutofmﬁc,inthemingmdinmeafmgmahaa
to cope with her housework and preparing meals for her nine children. In
addition on the of the occasions when I have been to see her she has been
ewdineiﬁmvisiﬁnge!ﬂldmninlmspital&takingﬂm\ﬁmfor
ﬁspeeﬁmzsortaldnpﬂmemfuranopemﬁm Shehemelfiaamallishman,
quimatuacﬁwfwmage,whid\is%,mdwiﬂzmkﬁtdofdisabuﬁy
in one of her eyes. This geems to be a hereditary thing because sevemal of
her children have eye trouble of various kinds and these visits to the
hogpital have been connected with them. When I called on Mre. Brown the first
time she sesmed quite prepared to see me and to answer the questiomwe have,
but she was dus to go t© the hospital in three-quarters of an hour with one
of her children to have the child fitted for a pair of spectacles at the clinie.
The hospital is quite a long vay from where Mrs. Beoun lives and to get
there involves changing buses. I therefore offered to take Mrs. Brewn and

" this gave me the opportunity not cnly to spend more time in completing some

of the questionnaire with her at home before we had to go, but also in con-
tinuing to complete it vhile we sat waiting for the child to be seen. Yhila:
we were waiting we managed to get through all the sections of the questionnaire
on the nine children but we haven't got any further. After the child had
been seen at the clinic I drove Mrs. Brown back to her house, but the time
was then getting on and she didn't feel she could spare any more to complete
the questionnaire, but suggested that I should come back again. I therefore
canedﬂmdayahtwmthelsthrabnm,hutﬁmmen'tanyoneathom
Icalladagainmﬁwlsﬁxandm.mwldmeﬁmtshamkﬁmmm
any quastions then, but would I please come on the 22nd. On the 18th X did
arrdve in time to give Mrs. Brown a 1lift to the hospital to visit one of her
children whd was then in the hospital. This was not the same child who I

had helped take to the clinic on a previous cccasion. Although I had an
appointrent to see Mrs. Brown on the 22nd at a time which she had herself
W,M!aﬁv@ﬂwaﬁd&eh@'tﬁmﬁmm,bﬂhh&dm
agreed that I would see her husband when he came back from work a little
later - in fact he turned up just as I was about to leave, 60 I was able to
complete his section of the questionnaire with him sitting in his dorscbile
van in the comrtyard between the blocks of flats. He appeared very interested
in what we were doing and showed no reluctance at all in giving the_ informatfon,
although I suspect that some of the details about extra earnings and so on
were distinotly on the low side. On this cocasion Mrs. BErown stressed that

I ghould come back cn 24th February but on the 24th I called to see Krs.
Rorford who lives nearby and the interview there tock so long that when I ‘
eventually got to Krs. Broun's, she said that it was too late in the afternccn
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the questionnaire. She therefore suggested that I should come back on

3rd March and when I did so I found that she had gone to "gran's" as one
of the children put it - I am not certain if this was Mrs. Brown's parent
or if it were her oun grandmother. I left a card with Mrs. Brown asking
% %o ring me when it would be convenient and I also wrote to her the next
day and sent her a stamped, addressed postcard asking her to let me know

" when I could come again. I haven't had this back and this is why I called

today without any success. I shall probably try calling once again on a
’ﬂmdayafﬂamombeeaumﬂmtistha@ym.mmtoldmmnahe
has 0 ba at home because the shops are closed. But if she is £ill unwilling

" to complete the questionnaire then it would probably be best to consider her

as a nonerespondent. Iseeﬂmtlsaidaboveﬂxa‘;;m’tcartainm
Soran® was - in faot, Mrs. Brown did tell me that her husband's parents had

been dead for about ten years but her oun parents, in fact, live within 30

mﬁmtestravellingtimeaﬂdsoitmt}avehewhermﬂxerﬁmtsmwaa
visiting. Her parents don't come to see her because they suffer from
arthritis and find it difficult to travel. HMrs. Brown usually visite her
parents every week. Her father, while he was working, was formerly a
sergeant in the army and later worked at Woolwich Argenal. Her husband's -
father was at one time a bailiff on &h estate belenging to royalty in the
north of England. Mrs. Brown has four younger brothars, three of whom live
within 30 minutes travelling time. But of these, she has cnly seen one
within the last month. She sees thia brother pretty regularly every three

weeks or so. Another brother, John, she hasn't seen for three years

although he doesn't live very far away. The third brother lives in Canada

and hasn't been heard off for over ten years. Mrs. Brown told me that her

husband comes from a family of eight children but it was at the point vhere
she uas going to tell me about these that we ran out of time and she also
felt that I cught really to ask Mr. Brown about them and we haven't therefore
managed to complete this. The Browms live in a fourwbedroomed flat on the
second floor of a block in an estate built by the local council in the early
50's. The blocks are separated by concrete stretches with sheds and parking
spaces on one side and lawns and flower beds on the otherside. It looks as
iféhildmnamn'taxmmgedtoplayonﬂmselams, But there is in fact
a good children's playground right next to the blocks of flats so there aren't
any diffioulties from this point of view. The blocks are only three storeys
1o that is including the ground floor, and there . isn't a lift. The flats
are approached by outside gallerfes running the length of the buildings.
There isn't any provision for hanging laundry dose to the flat and Mrs.
Brmmsmmg‘a'mmalmgﬂmgallmlmdﬁxgmherm@ﬁehiaﬁm
last one. Appmﬁlythisisfmnedupmbyﬂmauﬂmﬂtieau)mdon'tlﬂm
the look of washing hanging out on the gallerdes, but Mrs. Brown does'nt seem
to care about this. B8he did tell me in conversation that she hasn't a
mshingmaehinemttalmherlamdzymtoahundemmlocanymdﬁes
it in the spin dryer and then cn the baleony, or réther the gallery. Before
cooupying their presant flat the Browns occupiad another flat on the same estate
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local authority agreed to in order to provide them with a larger flat. The
rooms in the flat are not large. I was shown into the sitting room on the
firgt and second occasions when I went to see Mrs. Brown. There was quite
a lot of furniture in it and the conditicn was fairly good. It didn't appear
to be tattered but it wasn't expensive furniture. There was a television
set. The room was heated at that time in the cold weather by a coal fire
vhich was very effective and the children were playing arcund on the floor
on the carpet. The children were quit well dressed and swartly dressed,
but were messing around in rather a purposeless manner and looked a bit
stupid. The two eldest boys, Trevor and Kevin, are at work. Trewvor is
" an apprentice in an enginepring firm on Greemwich Hill. Mrs. Brown didn't
know the name of the firm. He was born in a maternity home. He left
setmlatﬂwageofmmxieonﬁmzedtotakeemﬂngclassesatm&mical
college for a year after that. He earns about £7 a week and pives his mother
35s. He doesn't give his mother much help at home. He only does the odd
job. Kevin, the second son, born at home in 1949 has had eye trouble. He
became blind in cne eye throuph illness and had to have two eye operations.
He also spent three or four months away from home when he was nine having an
operation on a bad ear. This seems to have been connected with mastoid '
trouble. Christopher, the third son, born at home in 195¥lseers not to have
had any physical trouble but Kathleen, the fourhchild and first daughter
born at home in 1953 had meningitis andmhadumopemﬁmmmherleye.
' Howevep she hasn't spent three months or more away from home for any reason.
Teresa, the fifth child, born at home in 1954, has also had acperations on
her eye. In each of the cases of children with eye difficulties, Mrs. Brown
has ascribed this to illness, but in view of her cun eye trouble I rather
doubt this. It may simply have been that the eye trouble didn't becoms
obvious until scme years after the children were born. Eileen the eighth
child born in hospital in 1959 also has eye tpouble and has to wear glasses.
It wvas this girl that I helped to take to hospital. She has spent stretches
of six to sevem weeks in hospital ever since she was two months old with lung
trouble. All in all, the health record of Mrs. Brown's children doesn't seem
2o have been very good, but as this was the first family I visited, I didn't
go into the details as fully as I have done with later families. Although
the two eldest boys, who are at work, don't give much help at home, Mrs. Brown
aaysinmepmsewﬂwqtmﬁmﬁmtmyemgerdﬁldmnmmsﬁuat
school are all very good at helping in the home regularly with different
kinds of things, particularly the odd jobs like laying the fire and the
washingeup, and so on. '
Fecliet Money |
- Christopher vho is still at school and is the third son
born at home in 1951 has a paper round and doasn't get any pocket money from
his parents. But the other children down to the very youngest get betwean
3 and 1/3d. a week. In addition to this Mrs. Brown buys sweets and so on
© the value of l/~d. per head on Fridays which the children share. Kathleen
the eldest girl goes to dancing school and this costs 4/-d. a week. |



Kathleen went on a free holiday with the school for ten
days last year, Trevor hasn't had a holiday since 1962, when he went to
his father's sister. Kevin and Christopher spant cne week with their father
and mother and the other children while Kathleen and the younger children
spent two weeks on holiday with their mother visiting relatives.

I have mantioned that Trevor the eldest son earns about
£7 a week and give 8 his mother 36s. Kevin, the second sen, wants to
beceme a baker but at present he has a temporary job as a labourer in a
plastics Firm. He works 40 hours a week there and earms about £5. Of this
he gives his mother 30s. Mrs. Broun has two jobs - one during the wesek in.
ﬂmmﬁngsuidm'tmwaxacﬂyuﬂmtthie1s-andﬁlaoﬂzerafma~lmce
~job at weakends. Forsmyearsmshehaabeenmkingforaﬁmmtemg
forsodalfucﬁonsbutmnﬂyshahaahmm}mdmxtmmrmmmdmw
does the arrangements and carries out the work herself with the help of one
or two other women vhom I suppose she employs. She was just about to start
doing this when I last visited her when we discussed it briefly. She seems
.mhavaagwddealofﬁrlveandiniﬁaﬁvemdmlookingfmamwﬂm

new exparience of carrying this responsibility hergself. I don't know how
much she earns from her various jobs.

Mr. Brmmiseuq;loyedasatoolahdmm:ergvimlerin

Moleens factory at Deptford. Moleens are manufacturers of amonp other
mmdmmmm&m He worked 48 houre last week which
{ncludes 8 hours overtime and this is pretty genersl. I earned £22 but
says that his average earnings are about £23 a week. Ost of thic he pays
no incoms tax and apart from the standsrd deductions of about £1 he has 10/«
deducted cn a savings fund and 10/~ for a holiday fund.. As he works on
shifts he has time to have a second job and he says that this is also tool
grinding for various friends, loeal firms and so on who require the occasicnal
services of a tool grinder. He gaid that he had earned about £20 in cash

. in this way on his second job during the last twelve months but that he had
also had various payments in kind, for example, he had done some work for a
pavage which had repaid him by servicing his car, and he had also received
pavment in the form of tobacco. He said that this other job took about two
houss a yeek and that in the last month he had earned about £10. But he

_ insiste mt this would not be an average figure. However, I suspect he

%mynaveemxadammgalmmmommemum.ifhemed

B%wn is a medium-sized, rather slow, man with

i p When I last sew him he chatted to me about the difficulties
m vas having tfii'hh the starter motor of his dormobile. He was quite
prepared to talk about having a family and obviously enjoys have a large

one. He hesitated about discussing the disadvantages. He said, "I can't

see any disadvantages really”. He didn't think there were any troubles.c.



Obviously if you couldntt get accommodation, it must be difficult.

When I asked him how many children he would have if he was starting
married life again, he sald at least six - the more the merrier. As
this¥8fe of our efirliest respondents I didn't ask him vhat the most
difficult stage in his life was, but the question about "at what stage did
you notice these disadvantages" was one which he couldn't answer. He
said that he would have more children if he had rcom for them. He felt
that with a large family life was much fuller and theye weren't any dull
moments. He wouldn't tell his children to have a smaller family. He felt
that a lot depended on the envimnment as to the number which they should
have. His only commemt on family allowances was that they came in handy.
All in all, it seems that within their cultural enviromment the Browns
gseem to be managing quite well and have a positive attitude towards their
family. Their flat is clean and tidy and I should imagine that they
have been able to get most of the things which they have wanted to get.
Mr. Brown has said that he gave his wife £18.10.-. a week and if we make

- a guess and say that Mra. Brown earns about £10 a week from her two jobs,
this may be an exapreration of course, the household income must be
something around £30 a week for the rent, food, clothing and so on.
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Mrs. Conroy 11 children

Mrs. Conroy was expecting me as I had telephoned her to make
an appointment., Altho' it was half-term so that most of the children
were home, Mrs. Conroy insisted on talking to me on my own and
the children were kept well out of the way. However at the
end of the interview curiosity overcame them and 8 of the 11 children
(the oldest 3 were working) surged into the living room,

The family.,

Mrs. Conroy was 34 years old and inspite of her 1l children,
still looked young and attractive. Her hair was nicely done (due I
discovered later to her second daughter who worked part-time at a
hairdressers). She had kept her figure and was neatly dressed. She
had married when she was only fifteen to Mr. Conroy who was 22 years
older, and until 1947 had been a Civil Servant in India. His parents,
who were English had lived many years in India, his father working on
the railway. They had had 17 children, 14 of whom were still living.

The oldest child of the family who was 18, was a gas fitter®
apprentice working for the Gas Board., The ;£§;5$ daughter worked as a
shop assistant at a furriers in Oxford Street and was engaged to be
married, and the next boy was an engineering apprentice, Six of the
children were still at school, tho' Patricia who was nearly 15 would
be leaving in the summer and joining her sister at the furriers,

So Mrs. Conroy had the 2 youngest children at home with her, the baby

only 7 months old. Mrs. Conroy explained that her husband was marvellous
with the children and while she was out working in the evenings (she worked
at Peak Freans) he would give them their supper and put them to bed.

Also some of the older children were a great help especially Dorothy

(one of twins aged 13). She told me she wanted to be a children's nurse
when she grew up - she'll certainly have had experience of children

It was she who stayed home when her mother was ill and at the birth of

the last baby.

All the children went to Roman Catholic schools, tho' not to the
same one which is what Mrs Conroys would have liked - instead they went to
3 different ones. This meant school uniforms couldn't be handed down and
this was a real hardship for uniforms were expensive and compulsory.

They had been living in Surrey until 3 years ago and there the school had
been much more convenient and there had been room for the children in the
nursery class. Ex%!a¥ENHE connected with education - }O/- a week school
meals, 15/— a week bus fares plus extra for cookery classes efc.

a well as uniforms were a real burden to the Conroys. Mr. Conroy had a
lot to say on this when T talked to him,
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Accommodation

The house consisted of 4 bedrooms 3 living rooms and a kitchen.
It had been in a8 bad state of repair and decoration when they first moved
in and in the last 12 months they'd spent £40 on decorating. It was
expensive to heat - £3/week and during the very cold winter of 1963 !'.:
had found things‘very difficult, The first Christmas they'd spent
in the house they'd not been able to buy any Christmas presents etc.
because of the expense of moving and the extra costs of heating a
larger house. Altho' they had four bedrooms it meant that there were
5 girls in one room - 3 sleeping in one double bed and 2 in another.

Mrs. Conroy would have like another room for them.

The home was adequately furnished, the flQors were covered with
lino and carpets and considering the number of children things seemed
tidy and well organised. This was so when I called on Mr. Conroy when
he was not expecting me.

Clothing

They bought some clothes from jumble sales and weregiven some
(tho! not as many now as when they lived in Surrey) but mostly they hought
clothes from a clothing club for which her sister was an agent . Shoes
seemed to be more of a problem than clothing and she was buying the twins
a pair at 35/- each, every fortnight.

Furniture etc. |
They were buying quite a few things on H,P. The T.V. was

rented and last summer they had bought a second hand dormobile with the
money from Mr. Conroy's insurance policy. For the first time they'd
been able to go away for a holiday. Travelling expenses was another
subject Mr, Conroy felt very strongly about.
Food

Mrs. Conroy thought she spent £9 - £10 en food a week. She
always paid cash at food shops. The 2 babies had 4 tins of welfare dried
milk between them - she though that was quite a lot but said it was good
for them and as long as they wanted it she'd give it to thems They also
had a box of Farex a week. They didn't have 'afters' and there was
little mention of cakes etc., Biscuits were something they'd had to cut
down om., ‘
Outside Activities etc.

Mrs. Conroy explained that they didn't go out much - her husband lived
for the children and was quite happy to spend all his time with them.
She visited her sister about once a week. Also her sister helped with
the children if really necessary and in return she was going to help out
when the sister was having her baby. Now they'd got the dormobile they
could go out altogether,
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ttitudes etce.
Mrs. Conroy was more concerned about paying dinner money etc.

than getting bigger family allowances. She thought it was only people
who don't have children who wanted family allowances abolished.

It would be a good idea if family allowances were bigger for older
children because clothes were more expensive for older children and
they also wanted more variety. She hoped her children had smaller
families. Patricia, the 14 year old, told me she had no intention
of having as many children. She also said they got teased at school about having
so many brothers and sisters.
Mrs. Conroy thought the cost of food and clothing were the
main disadvantages of having a large family. However the children were
marvellous cempany for each other as well as for the parents. They
didn't go out much but someone was always round. She said the children
preferred to bring their friends home rather than go to their homes.
Also quite a few children in the street seemed to like coming round
and were always popping in and out uninvited. Mrs. Conroy thought this
was because these children were lonely in their own homes without
brothers and sisters.
However Mrs, Cohroy would only have 4 children if she was
starting married life again. She was not going to have any more and
altho' they were Roman Catholic (her husband from birth, but she had
been brought up C. of E. and had become a Roman Catholic) she was now
taking 'The Pill'. She had been very ill with the last 2 babies both
during her pregnancy and at the birth so the doctors had told her she
must not have any more. Asked what her husband thought about this Bhe
said he wanted nothing to do with it tho' in view of the fact that another
child would endanger her life, he wouldn't forbid it.
Mr, Conroy
He did not tell me his wife was using 'The Pill' and I suspect
he had not been told of her decision to do so - he had not wanted to know.
He seemed a very worried little man and deeply troubled by his position
as the father of a large family vis-a-vis the outside world. He hoped
"things will get better for Roman Catholics and perhaps large families
will get a special dispensation to use the 'Pill". His conscience would
not have let him restrict his family - as a Roman Catholic he could not
unless the Church changed its wiew on birth control. He thought it terrible
that public opinion was so against large families Sofoieiiy as the number
of children had been because he was a good Roman Catholic. He told me

his wife felt ‘out of position' for example on buses with all the

children, other passengers would start counting and making remarks. He
got teased at work and told he ought to do this that and the other so as
not to have children. His workmates told him t&ﬁx;gere paying for his
children - look how the money -they paid in taxegAy@nt on family allowances,
State education etc. However he felt he souldn't give his children
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a first class education and assecond best had let his children leave

school and apprenticed them, The advantages tho! of a large family

were that there was a greater chance of one of them "being great and

making good". I tried to get him to elaborate on this but all he added was
that his parents had let him stay on at school as long as possible

(until 17 years old) altho' they had 16 children and in their old age

had never wanted for anything. He kept stressing how disappointed he

was that he didn't get more help with educating his children and

that people were so unsympathetic about his position.



Mrs, Cow

Mrs, Cow was out when I first called - Brendan, the second eldest

boy was home and asked me in as he said his mother would not be long. Brendan
wasn't at school because the weekend before he had fallen off a fence and gashed
his leg badly., He had had to havestitches in his leg and had had a few days off
school. He's a small boy - rather a pale freckled face, ear that stuck out
and ginger hair. He was quite talkative and explained that his grandmother
had 'flu so his mother had spent the morning with her and was now doing a little
shopping. He was sorry to be missing school because that afternoon they
were playing a football match and as he was in the team this was vey important
to him. The back room he showed me into was large, with french windows
opening on t0 the small garden. The floor was carpeted and there was a sideboard,
tather grubby 3 piece suite, a T.V. and a couple of other chairs in the room.
This was obviously a Roman Catholic household as there were little statues and
crucifixes about, There were toys over the floor, on the settee was a largé

" polythene bath full of clean but un-ironed clothes and several comics aboute

There was a good coal fire burning in the grate,

Mrs. Cow was longer than Kevin expected so when she came in - as I
expected, she suggested I came back another day. tTt!'s like a whirlwind here when

the children come home from school' so I made an appointment early afternoon,

Mrs. Cow was a large expansive woman who looked as if she should

have lots of children, She had a pleasant face but gave the impression of
Xbeing able to be very firm when she wanted to be, She was a little suspicious
of the survey and was most concerned that all the information she gave would be

treated confidentially,

The family
Mr. and Mrs. Cow were both Irish, Her father died ten years ago -

he had been a farmer in Ireland and her mother, now lived in Muswell Hill.

Both parents of Mr., Cow were dead - his father died when he was a little boy.
Mrs., Cow was one of a family of 5 and 2 brothers and a sister were all married
with children and lived nearby -~ she had seen them all in the last week, Mre
Cow was one of 7 and they also lived near except for a brother still in Ireland,
Those living in Finchley had all been seen in the last week too, Both Mr,

and Mrs, Cow left school at 14 - she worked as a domestic until she married at
21,

The Cow's had 7 children: Kevin 12, Breddan 10, Gerald 8, Dermot T,
Jacqueline 6, Mervyn 4 and Amon 2. Mervyn and Amon were home amd watched the
children!s programme on the T.V. for part of the interview. Mervyn was recovering
from measles and was supposed to be in bed, He was still wearing puyjamas -
his mother explained that he wore pyjamas out faster than any of his other clothes
because he hated getting dressed into his other clothes. He was very lively and
spent some time playing around and showing off.  His mother said he was a very
mischievous little boy and a big handful. Amon was sent upstairs to bed to have
a rest but we could hear him bouncing up and down on his cot for a long time before

he did go to sleep. Brendan was very helpful with the smaller childrdn and made
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us 2ll a cup of tea. He sat thro! most of the interview listening quietly.

Kevin had failed the 11+ and was going to a Roman Catholic Secondary
School. He was in a small class - D4 . Mrs. Cow didn't seem to know what
level this indicated., He was a great help at home. Brendan was still at
e R.C. Primary School - the same as Gerald, Dermot, and Jacqueline., Gerald
wasn't as helpful as the older boys and Jacqueline helps as much as I amke her!,
None of the children had had a holiday but this year the 2 older boys were
goint to stay with their uncle in Ireland, Mrs, Cow didn't have a freat deal
to say about the children and after I'd gone thro! the questions for the two

she anticipated the questions for the others.

Accommodation
They had only been in the house about 18 months tho' had lived in

Finchley a long time. The house they were in had been requisitioned and they
were now buying the house from Finchley Council on a 25 years mortgage,

They were paying £11l.3.4. a fortnight, They had 2 living rooms and 3 bedrooms,
She had the 5 amerities and a telephone as well, She had a lodger who paid

her £5 a week. She was quite satisfied with the amount of room they had and

she was glad to have a garden for the children to play in, especially as 'I don't

like the children mixing!,

Food
tNearly all my money goes on food - money on food is well spent! - this

was her attitude towards food and as a fesult they all seemed to have a very
adequate diet, She cooked a high tea for the children and a full meal for
herself, husband and lodger later on. She bought 2 lb. apples every day and
bananas at the weekend, $She spent about 12/- a day on meat, If she had more
money to spend on food she'd buy more of everything. The things she had cut
down on as the family got bigger were cakes, tinned fruit and fresh fruit. She
had some things at a local shop and some at Sainsbury'!s - she thought

supermarkets were better value,

Clothes

Mrs. Cow bought nearly everything on credit from a club and spent about
£2 a week, which came out of her housekeeping. She didn't think she had as good a
choice as in a shop, tho! the quality was about the same, Her sister gave her
clothes sometimes andshe knitted & few things,. 'T buy good shoes that will last!?
and had spent £8 on shoes in the last month. All the children had 2 pairs of
good shoes plus plimsoles and wellingtons. They also had 2 pairs of sandals.

Furniture,
They had bought quite a few things on H.P. in the past but always had

one thing at a time and were not buying anything at the moment, Shetd like

carpets for the bedroom but weren't going to get anything unless it was secondhand.

Cutside activities etce

Mr. and Mrs. Cow always went out together - they!'d been to see their
relatives and had spent a social evening at school in the past forinight.

However she'd not had a holiday since she was married, If she felt ill t'I'd
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just carry on tho! my mother could come over if really necessary'. When the
last baby was born her husband had taken time off to help with the children.
In the school holidays her sisters are a great help and come over 2 or 3 times

a weekq
Her family would also help financially if they needed it.

Attitudes etca
Her husband gave her £20 a week housekeeping money, She collected

her family allowance every week !'I'm very pleased with what I'm getting. I
can't say whether they should be bigger tho!' I'd never say no to moret.  She
realised she was very lucky and felt a bit guilty when people asked her how

on earth she managed with 7 children., She knew she was better off than a lot
of people., She thought only people without children wanted family allowances

abolished,
She couldn't say whether she hoped her children had a smaller family or

not. 'You have to go without a lot if you have a large family. For example,
holidays - I don't count a caravan as a holiday!. However 'A large family is

good for company - you're never lonely or bored!,

She and her husband were Roman Catholic but she was convined !Those
that can't afford them shouldn't have them!. She also thought the Church ought
to change its attitude towards birth control 'Most think it should!'.  She seemed
very sure that it wasn't wrong'to use other methods of birfh control other than
'the safe period! but denied ever using anything else - I'm not certain that she

was being completely honest about this,

Mrs. Cow was very reluctant for me to see her husband as he never got
in until very late, and would be too tired to see me anyway. She said I could
try one evening but was very peésimistic. I thought it best to ask her questions
about her husband's income as she knew quite a lot sbout it in case I couldn't catch
him,

He was self employed and was a road worker with a little business
employing 8 men, He gave his wife £20 a week housekeeping provided the home with
coal as he had to buy it for the business anyway. He allowed himself £15 a week
expenses for the Dormobile he had for his job and £10 a week pocket money for
dinner out etc. He spent £2 weekly on thehorses but sometimes won £10 or s0.

He had over £100 saved and menaged to put by £20 a week, However during bad weather
he couldn't work so altho! his earnings in a normal week were high there were
periods when things were much worse, Mrs, Cow thought their financial position

was worse than a year ago 'The children are growing and needing much more'.
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March 11th 10 a.m. 9=
Mrs Duggen. Interview 2% hrs.

The Duggen family lived in a new block of L.C.C. flats at
the end of a street of terraced houses. They lived on the ground floor.
Mrs. Duggen's door was ajar and Julie aged 4 answered it when I rang.
'Come in' she said but her mother shouted 'wait a minute'., Mrs. Duggen
appeared and d;thﬁed me in as soon as I explained why {'d come, She was
a small, thin woman, dark hair done up in a pony tail, a pleasant face.
She was wearing trousers and a jumper, over which she had an apron.
Julie and the baby (aged 2) were in and out throught the interview which
took place in the kitchen while Mrs, D. got on with her washing and cooking.

The family

There were five children ranging from age 10 years to 2 years.
She was 32 years old and her husband a year older. He was a furniture
porter. None of her children had any physical or mental handicap -
they all sounded very normal and happy. The three who went to school
all liked going, and were also a great help in the house 'they all have
their little jobs', She believed in having a routine - that way one
could find time to spare - she also bellived in being tidy otherwise with
so many children one would never find anything. Until 10 weeks before
Julie's birth (the 4th child) she'd had a job - as a cashier. She
was always good at Maths at school but could never do English. However
Jimmy the oldest boy was very good at English and had a brilliant
imagination., Kevin was also good at English,

She had been sterilised after the birth of the last baby. 'The
doctor said I was one of those women who was made to have a large family,
I didn't want any more children and threatened to put my head in a gas oven
if they didn't do something - I woukdn't have done but you have to make
a fuss. The hospital used to say as I left with each baby '"see you next
year Mrs. Duggenv I only wanted three children, but had 5".

Mrs. Duggen's parents lived within“S minuteséf: Her father was
now a bookies! runner. Heér two younger brothers both lived at home
and her grandmother lives next dcor to her parents. She saw these
members of the family every day. Her husband who was MéW  and had
been Roman Catholic was the youngest of 7. His father had died when
he was fifteen and he'd not seen his brother and sisters for some time.
Both Mr. and Mrs. Duggen had left school at 14. 'T just got out in time,
the next year you had to stay till 15. Was I glad to leave school',
She'd worked as a wages' clerk cashier both before and after her marriage
until 4 years ago.

Accommodation
They lived on the ground floor of an L.C.C. block of flats,

She didn't like Acton because of the dirty atmosphere., During the war
she'd been evacuated to the country and then never had colds etc. When
she's in Acton she always gets catarrh etc. and never feels as well., She
had asked for a transfer to the country. She would love her own garden

so that she could grow things and the children wculd have somewhere safe
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to play. She complained about the lack of safe playlng ggace for the
children for altho' there was a playground they could an:y get out
into the alley where vans from the nearby laundry were continually
up and down. She'd like bigger bedrooms as there wasn't room for
chest of drawers etc, in the children's room. I suggested bunk beds
but she said the children didn't like them, She'd like a bigger
kitchen because she spends most of her time in the kitchen 'You can
imagine what it's like on a Sunday when we're all home', Her kitchen
was small, tho! it contained all the necessary equipment and there was
room for a table and four chairs.
Food

She was preparing a stew while I was interviewing her. This
was to be lunch for hers#2f and the two children at home, and supper for
her husband. She spent about BQ/- a week on meat normally and in the
school holidays 10/~ or 15/- more. She never buys fres? fruit 'can't
afford it'. Her mother had brought over a bag of-agggg;g at the weekend
tho!'s, At Christmas they'd had some fruit and it had gone rotten &os
the children hadn't touched it. She'd like to be able to buy fruit, and
salad stuff "We all love salads - the lot, lettuce,'tomatJE, cucumber etc."
Also more tinned fruit tho' sometimes as a treat if Dad's tips have been
good he'll buy a tin of fruit and a block of ice cream. Usually éhe
made milk puddings or sometimes fruit pies. Her husband liked the péstry she
made 'besthe's ever tasted'. She explained she always used butter even for
cooking, She bought her bread and groceries at a little shop up the
road - she paid weekly tho' sometimes she couldn't always pay the total
bill, and so he'd take £4 instead of £6 and sh'd pay the other £2 as soon
as she could. She never worried about extra bills 'cos she was lucky
on the horses and the football pools, and whenever they had to find extra
money she was lucky and won something.
Clothes

She bought her clothes from a mail order firm and her mother
went to jumble sales and got clothes for her, Also they passed things
round in the neighbourhood. She never made clothes - she hatéd sewing of
any kind. The children didn't have to wear school uniform 'I dread it when
they do, tho' you're allowed a grant to start with I think', She found
shoes lasted for sometime and never had them repaired. 'the toe caps go and

they can't be repaired!'.,

Furniture

They were not buying much furniture on H.P. As she said "We
wouldn't buy 'a home' until the children grow up. A decenﬁ”homé has got to
last"., She didn't want a car 'cos she thought it was so dangerous on the
roads, Her hsuband thought the same, Anyway they wouldn't buy anything
élse either on H.P, or outright until she went back to work or unless they

won a lot of money.
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Outside contacts ete,
Mps Buggen didn't go out in the evenings apart from weekly
Bingo sessions on a Thursday and thtsg~w€ﬁb dependant on her husband being
home in time. He didn't go out at all in the evenings. Asked what
happened when she was ill 'I can't go sick, I just have to carry on or
confine it to weekends!., (At the time of the interview she had a bad cold

and when I saw her husband the following evening it was much worse).
When the last baby was born her husband had taken a week of his holidays
and looked after things at home. 'With children it's differsnt - that's
expected'. When she had had to spend a couple of weeks in hospital a
couple of years ago, the children had been fostered out.

Attitudes etco

Her husband gave her his wage packet every week (£11 - £12)
and kept his tips for himself. If he'd had a bad week she gave him back
£1 pocket money. She complained about people who only gave small tips and said
'It's people with money who don't give it. They've no value for money
because they've never been short". Still her husband was often given
clothes, blankets and curtains by the people he was moving. She showed
me some curtains he'd been given the day before. She went on at great
length about how she always puts the family and children first and the only money
she spent on herself was on smoking and Bingo 'I feel I'm entitled to Bingo'.
She'd never won anything at Bingo, only on football pools and horses. Two
Christmas's ago her husband won £50 from an 8/- bet on a horse. That
year she was able to buy the fam;%y Christmas presents (normally they
couldn't afford presents) and Jgg;&-all the bills she owed. By the
New Year the money had gone.  Asked about family allowances she thought the
first child ought to get something and said it was 'disgusting' that the
gecond child no longer had the allowance as scon as the first left school,
People who wanted family allowances abolished must be 'crazy'.

She hoped,her children didn't have such a large family 'I wouldn't
like them to struggle's. Still it was nice to see them all grow up together
and she hoped they'd all respect her in the way her Gran was respected,
1Gran' had five children and her husband died very young so had to bring
them all up on her own., Now they've got families of their own but they
all come and see her, take her 6ut in the car and buy the flowers etc.

Phis is the sort of treatment Mrs. Duggan was looking forward to later on.
She to0ld me her husband kept telling her the children would all grow up,
get married and move away, but she hoped he was wrong!  She obviously
enjoyed being the centre of atiraction and liked talking about herself.

At the end of the interview she showed me round the flat. It
was certainly very tidyy and adequately furnished. There were plastic
flowers in the front room and photos of the children displayed on the

mantelpiece,

'y
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Mrs. de Cordova

Mrs. de Cordova had been out when I first called and I
conducted a whispered conversation with one of her boys, Richard thro!
the letter box to find out when she would be in. I called next morning
to find Mr. Cordova in bed. The previous day she had had what sounded
a bit like a stroke - she'd collapsed and when she came to found her
left side felt peculiar and wasn't functioning as well as it should,
She'd been out at the doctors when I'd called the day before and now she
was in bed waiting for her doctor to come to see her. There was some
talk of her going into hospital. She said she didn't mind seeing me
even tho'! she was in bed - in fact she was glad to have someone to talk
to as she was bored, She talked a lot about her illness - I couldn't
quite follow what she thought was wrong with her. Shetd had a nervous
breskdown last autum and thought perhaps her illness might be connected
with that. On the other hand it was possible she was pregnant (- she had
missed her period since December - ) tho' she didn't think she was.  She
didn't seem to mind having to stay in bed !'There's so much to cope with!.
Later when I asked her about holidays she said 'I'm having my holiday right

nowt,

The family

Mr. de Cordova was a Jamaican, who worked as an electrician for
Bryburn Electrical Co. Mrs. de Cordova had been a nurse and came to
England when she was 16, 22 years ago. She was an American Negro who
had lived in New York before.

The Cordova's had 7 children: Norman 14, Courtney 12, Richard 11,
Sharon 9, CGarry 6, Kareen 2, Gaynor 9 months.

Norman was at a secondary modern school and was in the top groupe.
I asked whether he wanted to stay on at school and was told 'Yes - he
informed us he!d stop ont. He likes school very much., At weekends he
was a big help to her and did a lot of shopping and was good with the
little ones. He played football evefy weekend for a Wille$den club,
Also at weekends he helped with a milk round"earning 12/- he got 7/-
pocket money® depending on the running of the home¥, Courtney went to
the same school and was also in the top group. He didn't help much
because 'He's always at Judo!. Apparently he had been interested in Judo
for some time and a little while ago went to Japan with his instructor.
He was planning to go back there when hetd left school and take up Judo
full time. He was going to leave school at 15. t'He loves chothes too much!e
was the reason. Richard would probably go to a Grammar School as he
was top of his class at his school and the headmaster obviously thought
very highly of him, Richard wanted to be a doctor. In 1963 Richard
had been knocked down by a car and still gets giddy spells, as the result
of the head injury he received., He had tablets to take. Mrs.
Cordova had bought a set of New Work Encyclopediaes (58 gns.) to help
Richard with his studies but was disappointed because he had jist looked

thro! them for the pictures but didn't seem to use them for reference
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at all. Sharon was doing very well at school too. She was a great
help to her mother. Like her mother shé wanted to be a nurse. Gary
had only Jjust started school. He'd got food poisoning just before
Christmas and missed 3 weeks of school. Kareen hadn't been long at
school but she liked it. Mrs. C. spoke very highly of the headmaster
of St. John's Primary School which the children were going to. He had
always taken a lot of interest in her children and she felt she could go

to him for advise etc. whenever she needed it,

Mrs. C. had 3 sisters - 2 older and 1 younger but they were still
in the U.S.A. Her father had been a ship's chef and he died 17 years ago -
her mother died 2 years ago. Her husband was an only child and his
father had owned a taxi rank in Jameica. They had both stayed on at

school a long time. Mr. de Cordova had wanted to be a doctor.

Accommodation
' They lived on the 2nd floor: of an L.C.C. block of flats. From

the outside they looked rather scruffy and the.concrete steps up to the
flat weren't very clean and children had scribbled on chalk on the walls,
The first time I called the dustbin was outside the flat, spilling its

contents on to the floor,

They had 3 bedrooms and a living room, as well as a kitchen and
bathroom. For heating they had electric fires and radiators - she never
used a paraffin stoves She told me a long story about a gtove an old
lady she knew had given her. It was very old and didn't work very well
but she daren't throw it away for fear of offending the old lady who

obviously thought she'd given them a great treasure.

They had lived in this flat for 8 years, but ever since she came
to England she had lived in Kilburn., She'd like to have more space but
wouldn't want to move out of the district as she knew it well and liked ite
She wished the boys could have single beds (4 of them slept in double bunks)
and the girls a room each. (3 of them slept in a double bed:) However

she didn't want to have 2 living rooms 'I'd have nothing to put in it'.

I only saw her bedroom - there was a dressing table, wardrobe,
large double bed and the baby's cot. The wallpaper was bright and
cheerful and everything looked reasonably tidy. 1T+ would be nice to have a
nice home but at the same time you have to think. Tt's not easy -~ you
have to sit down and think things outt!. They had been given a refrigerator
and the 2 oldest boys have bicycles. The rest of their furniture they had
bought outright - and they weren't buying anything on Ho.Pe

Food
She spent quite a lot of her money on food and had a lot to say

about the rapidity with which food disappeared. She complained about the
price'of meat 'This meat business is gefting on my nerves'., She bought

fruit at weekends but it didn't last more than 3 days. The children

always asked her if they could have an apple or orange but she never kept
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track of how many times she'd said 'Yes! so things went as quickly as if

they just helped themselves. 1T have to hide the cake and I get

peanut butter because they don't like it so much so it lasts longer. I
bought some orange squash yesterday but when I sent for it this morning

they brought me an empty bottle. I'm going to send out for some tonic water

later on - they don't like that so I'll be able to have some'l,

Her husband had a cooked breakfast every morning, the children
had cereals or porridge. When the children came in from school they had
milk and biscuits and the younger ones then had cereals, toast or soup
and the older ones a cooked meal with their father. If she had more money
to spend on food she'd buy more vegetables and not so much starchy foods,

She was one of the few families who bought food at the clinic.

Clothes
She always paid cash for clothes 1My husband wouldn't let me have

anything on credit!.  She drew her family allowance fortnightly and spent
this on clothes for the children - not for herself 'I've left myself

right undone for the children!.  She had a great deal to say about those
mothers twho fly to the Post Office every Tuesday and then go straight

to the Turfman or spend it at Bingo or in the Pub!., She gets called
tmoneybags! and they tell her 'It's alright for you - you can afford to

wait'!e

She had quite a lot of clothes sentto her from America from her
. G vre
sister. She commented that living here wasn't ah eugggZ%&ée as in the

U.S. because theré "everbody's keeping up with the Jonests",

She had bought quite 'a lot of clothes in the January sales -
the whole family had had shoes and she'd bought a lot of underwear. All

the children had 2 pairs of shoes plus a pair of plimsoles each.

Social Contacts etcy
She was a very active woman - unlike her husband whom she described

as 'a dead drone - he'll go out only if he's compelled to'. Every Wednesday
and Friday evening she helped at an old people's club and on Sunday she

went round entertaining 'old folk!' with a group of young people., VWhile
she's out her husband stays in and looks after the children., His chief
outside interest was the Rotary Club to which he belonged - apparently he

took this very seriously.
When the last baby was born her husband had taken a holidgy and

they had also had a home help. She was expecting a home help to come the -
morning I interviewed her - she was supposed to come at 10 a.m. but hadn't
appeared by the time I left at 11,30 a.me

They hadn't had a holiday for 5 years - she thought the money wag
better spent on a good education. They did have a car which Mrs. de
Cordova had bought outright for £100 piue together with some material

which Mrs. de Cordova's sister was sending over from the U.S. (This

would be worth about £35).
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She had quite a lot of help from her neighbours when she
needed it. One had done her washing for her. It sounded as if she

was on friendly terms with them all and saw quite a lot of them,

She would never borrow money tho! from anyone 'If you
don't have it - how to pay it back?! If she wanted to buy something but
hadn't got the money shetd just go without. 'I don't ask nobody for

nothing?,

Attitudes etc,
tThere shouldn!t be any! she said referring to family

allowances, tThey take too much advantage - & its for the children
but the children don't get it. There's some who buy good meals and
clothes for the children but others have nothing by Monday!. She was able

to leave her allowance for 2 - 3 weeks and when she knew she was having the

last baby she!d left her allowance for 5 months.

She didn't answer the question about the size of family she'd
like her children to have. 'The children sometimes say they're not
getting married} Anyway they don't want big families!. She didn't mention:
any advantages of a large family - the disadvantgges were financial and the
extent to which the mother lost her independance. I asked her how many
children she'd have if she were to start married life again. 'How many
children, dear? I wouldn't get married again - you lose all your
independance. You feel really tied down with children!. After a little
more thought tho! she thought if she were starting again she'd only have

3 or 4 children,

Her husband didn!t like women working if they wem married. She
thought a part-time job was alright (she'd worked until the 3rd child was
born) provided the children were looked after in a nursery:- 1T wouldn't
let anyone else look after my child". The 3 oldest children had been
looked after in a day nursery of which she spoke very highly,

I didhtt get a chance to ask her the last questions about birth
control etc. because she had a visitor and I had to leave. She said
she'd telephone me to make an appointment with her husband tho! there
might be some delay if she had to go off to hospital for a little time,
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Mrs. JeVe Flo;gg. 138 Athenla! }badl S_uBolSo

I called on Mrs. Florey for the first time on the after-
noon of Monday, 29t March. She wasn't at home. The door was opened to
me by a small boy of perhaps eight years who said very briefly that she wasn't
at home. I asked when she would be back and he was very non-communicative.
I pressed him about this to find out whether she was at the shops or whether
she was at work and he said she was down at the shops, but he didn't know °
when she would be back. I am watching him now - he is now going out on his
bicycle. I think he has been given an errand by the old lady next door.
The house itself is perhaps 60 years old. It's in the middle of a terrace
of rather small houses. There are a few cracked stone steps up to the front
door. Compared with the other houses in the terrace Mrs. Florey's is 7
perhaps a bit scruffier. The bell push is broken and there is a crack in
the brickwork in the porch. When the door was opened I noticed that the
decorations inside were very peor indeed. The plaster was off - it was only
painted plaster in the form of a sort of dado round the edge of the hall and
thig had crumbled away. There is a small front garden before the huomee, or
rather, I should say, in front of most of the houses - Mrs. Florey's house
has this patch which is about 6 ft across covered with concrete and there are
a couple of bicycles, a broken tricycle, some old mudguards and bits and
pieces of this kind lying there. I should imagine that the house has three
bedrooms and three rooms downstairs. It looks the kind of house which does
have a bathroom and may have a small scullery behind the back room which is
often used as a kitchen.

After a few mopents Mrs. Florey came back from the
shops and went into the house. I gave her a few minutes to pet straightened
out, and then went and knocked on the door. When she opened it I explained
whb I was. She didn't understand at first and then seemed quite pleased to
see me and made a few joking remarks about that she'd be able to tell me
something indeed. If anyone had problems she certainly had. Mrs. Florey
is an attractive slim woman, but her face shows signs of strain and although
her manner is cheerful, there is an underlying suggestion of the depressing
effects of her problems. These problems, apart from the size of the family
which she doesn't, in itself, consider as one, stem chiefly from her husband's
unfortunate employment record over the last couple of years. By occupation
he is a fitter/welder and has been doing this all his life. For fifteen years
he had a secure job in a firm called Sykes. He had responsibilities here.
He was the trade union shop steward but apparently like a bolt out of the blue,
the old family firm of Sykes was taken over by Westing House, who declared
their intention of closing it down. This was in September, 1963. Sykes paid
Mr. Florey about £60 redundancy money. But Weating House kept the old fimm
open until the end of May 1964 when they paid Mr. Florey a further one week's
redundancy money. Although, in effect, Mr. Florey seems to have been given
warning of the imminent closure of the firm and termination of this employ-
ment, it nevertheless seems to have come as a preat shock to him that after
fifteen years he should be thrown on to the open labour market again. #He had
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during those fiftemn years acquired a large family and begun to buy his
house and he now found himself in a position of unemployment and insecurity.
After a couple of weeks on unemployment pay and aational assistance, Mr.
Florey was able to find a job in another firm where he was occupied also as
a fitter/welder but here he only averaged hbout £22 a week instead of the
£27 which he had been earning in his previous job. He was finding it hard
to manage on this sum and stayed at this job for three or four months. . He
thendecidadm'trym:kingonmebusgau}m,atthattim,hegotthe
impression ane could earn quite a lot of money by doing overtime. But when
hemtm'toﬂxebmesasamdm,hefamdﬁtatformreaamthe
overtime available was very limited and he would only be able to earn around
£17. He stuck to this for about six months which takes us to be the
beginningof the present year. Mr. Florey said, "I like to make things with
my hands. Buses, working on them is just money for old rope. It's not hard
but there is no end product except a ticket, I like to see something I've
made. I don't like those unsettled hours. Your life is not your own, even
ﬁmghycudogetﬁmoffandyoucandooﬂwrtmngs“. At the time that
Westing House closed down the Sykes factory Mr. Florey was offered a job in
another Westing House factory at Chippenham in Wiltshire but he felt
relactant to take this for two reasons - - partly that he distrusted Westing
Houseandpaz*ﬂyﬂ\atitwasalmsgmymymdvmldmalceagmatdealof
difficulty with finding accommodation and moving his family. The kind of work
that Mr. Florey generally does is in factories where the needs are apparently
seasonal and overtime is worked at some times of the year but not at others.
When Mr. m,mewajﬁmtsm,mmmtofaMMm
cne firm, which is, in fact, the firm he is now working for, but understood
that time would be very short and there wouldn't be much point. It was this
ﬁxatpemm&dhimtovmkanﬁxebusesinsﬁead. Itsmcemedout,hemld
me,ﬁmtforewaptimmlmasmsﬂmfactorytmdalameerderbookdmdngﬁw
autmmendwinterandhadhegmethemasmthoughthemighthemuldhave
e&:'nedamatdealmemyandhavehaendomgﬂte)dndofmrkhemally
enjoys. This is one more reason whyhe feels so depressed. However, he now
hasajobasafitmrlmlderapainandsmqmtepleaseduithlt. He has
had %o start at a low rate of pay of 7/- an hour compared with the 8/2 an hour
that is thaiwtandard rate but he is working up towards this now, and taking
intoamnuﬂttlmthedidwhmmaovertimlastmek,heemwdﬁm.m.-. The
tmdemimmahid:hebulmga,whichismuaﬁmmsmwmm
mmm,mzyamsommmhemmadamﬁxmdalﬁmm
Hp. Florey is a strong unicnist, he feels that in his epecial circfmsta
atthmmtmmsmﬂdngmlmlbmcheughtmcastablindeye
upoasixmheaobaﬂymedsﬂweamings., In fact, a number of other
members at this particular factory which is Kaymets of Silver Grove, S.E.5

also sork more overtime than the union allows, but the local branch doesn't
know. Mr. Florey deesn't particularly like having to work seven days a week
but feels that this is ¢he only way he can redeem his parlous financial
situation at the moment. Looking back over the past twelve months Mr. Florey
feels that his financial position is very much worse than it was and his reasons




for this are not only that his original employer of long standing closed
down but that he didn't feel able to settle down after this experience of -

being thrown out of work. He couldn't get back into the position that he

was in before and felt that he hadn't in his new firm worked himself back
into the "little perks" as he put it that go with a secure position, being

a shop steward and so on. He seemed when I met him to be very depressed
and dowm~hearted and I don't if this was his normal manner. I rather doubt
it - it was so obviously something that was on top of his own character.

His wife also remarked on this - how he had changed over the past few months
and how this experience of insecurity had wmerved him. It's clear that .
here was a person who found it particularly difficult to cope with employment
and security and the responsibilies of having to find enocugh money for a
large family, and at the same time do a job which he wanted to do and which
would express his creative aims. Mr. Florey seems to have a very strong
feeling towards his family, a sense of responsibility for it. 6n the question
of money he says that he has always given his wage packet to his wife who
gives him back what he needs for fares and so on and takes sandwiches to work.
His monsy has always gone into the house and into the family rather than on
extras and non-essentials. If he has earned extra during the week, Mrs.
Florey has always been given the money if she needed it - it was there.

Mrs. Florey interrupted Mr. Florey at this point in our discussion to say
“we eat wedll- we don't go short of money much™. And Mr. Florey added to
that, "we don't go ocut". Both Mr. and Mrs. Florey roll their own cigarettes
in order to reduce the cost of them which they didn't do before they were
married. The fact that Mrs. Florey said that he gave her £10 for the house-
keeping I think means that this is simply for food and recurrent expenses

of that kind, rather than this is the total amount which she receives from
him because, of course, she said herse¥f it wasn't. Mrs. Florey first told
me, and Mr. Florey later confirmed this, that one of things which most
shocked him about the’{ob situation last year was having to go down to the
Labour Exchange and queus for the unemployment money with the rest of the |
people there. He really felt this as being something degrading. Imnp‘bad
him on the question of how the officials of the Labour Exchange and the
Naticnal Assistance Board treated him and he agreed that they were quite
polite. They trdied to be helpful and there wasn't any sense that they were
bullying him or anything like this, but it was a subjective feeling that he
shouldn't have been put in the position of having to go and ask for help
from these people. This was what really depressed him - being down there -
with all the layabouts and the people who live of it whereas he was somebody
who needed firat aid rdther than constant assistance. He didn't think that
he ought to be in the same place as them. He didn't say this in a snobbish
sense but simply that a respectable hard-working person shouldn't have to

. eome up against it in the same kind of ways - those he seemed to look down

upen in some way as being less responsible in a sense than he was. “According
to Mr. Florey the unamployment benefit gave him betusen £7 and £8 per waek
for a couple of weeks and the naticnal assistance board made this up to
about £13, which of courae was about half or less what he was getting before






and he naturally found it very difficult. One interesting point was that
the Naticnal Assistance Board didn't pay the whole of his mortgage repayments.
" It only paid the interest element and not the capital element. If cne looks
at this in a detached marnner, this may seem quite just - that the National
‘Assistance Board shouldn't help cne to buy one's house but only to maintain
the residual payments which are outstanding, that is the interest on the
capital, but, of course, this argument doesn't help people like Mr. Florey who
nevertheless have to pay the capital element week by week and so, of course,
he fell behind during these weeks and had to mske it up somehow out of the
lower wages sich he was getting when he got back to work. It was lucky of
course that the mortgage was still fairly new, that is to say, it was enly
three or four years old and therefore the interest element was a large part
of the total weekly repayment, and the Natiocnal Assistance Board covered
that. Had it been a mortgage which was nearly repaid, then the capital
element would have been the largest part and the Nation3l Assistance Board
wouldn't have paid it, thus leaving the recipient of national assistance in
a particularly difficult position as regards paying off vhat amounts, in
cane sense, to rent in that it is a payment which must be made by a specified
date. This might be one of those small points of detail which it may be
worthwhile taking up quite independently of this investigation with the Board
maeeéfmananganmtscan'tbemdetomverdifﬁcultiesofﬁﬁskind
where they do arise, or to see if arrangements could have been made that
weren't made with Mr. iflorey. Mrs. Florey's comment on all this was,

"My husband®s really bitter. He'd sooner sweep roads than go to the
National Assistance. He couldn't stand it up there. He thinks people on
the dole are lazy good-for-nothings. He wouldn't ask for help.® She said
he was 8o depressed nowadays. He used to be so helpful to the neighbours,
going out and doing odd jobs for them, but now he wouldn't lif& a hand for
anybody. She also said, referring back to a point we discussed earler on
the housekeeping money, "He giees me £10 housekeeping as a rule, but, of
course, when he gets any extra he givesit to me.”

Mr. Florey is 40 this year, so it's not particularly
surprising that he feels the question of job security to b8fparticularly
pressing importance to him. Mrs. Florey is six years younger than he is.
They were married when she was 173 and since then they have had seven
living children and four miscarriages. The eldest girl, lLinda, was born
in 1950 and is in a special L.C.C. bearding school for delicate children,
so she is only at home during short holidays. The house has four yooms
upstairs and three rocms downstairs, and in addition a kitehen/scullery
which is just large enough for three or four people to eat in. The o
principal dounstairs rooms, that is excluding the back roem which the Floreys
use as a ldving room, and the kitchen/scullery, are let to lodgers - Mr.
and Mrs. Ryan. The Floreys have enly let these two rooms for the last
few wveeks since their financial position became really desperate and don't
look upon it as a longeterm proposition - they'd much rather have the space
if they didn't need the money so desperately. Apparently Mr. and Hrs. Ryan
are a young couple who are vary friendly. They only use the two rooms






perhaps three nights a week ~ they both work in printing firms somswhere
in the centre of London - and often work at night and then go and stay
with Mrs. Ryan's mother somewhere near their work. Mr. Florey had a sink
and cold water tap put into the back room of the two which Mr. and Mrs.
Ryan occupy. In return for this, the Floreys receive €4 a week which
includes lighting, but doesn't include other utilities for which the
Ryans pay themselves through a separate meter. The sink which Mr. Florey
put in was a nearly nemrone obtained extremsly cheaply from a demolition
site.

As I have said, the Florey's are buying their house.
khen the Floreys moved into it ten years ago it was requisitioned by the
local council who put the Floreys in as council tenants into the ground
floor -~ they only had four children then. The upstairs floor was separately
ocoupied, also on a requisition basis, by other council tenants. The
Floreys paid the council 12/- a week for the three moms and kitchen on
the ground floor. At a later stage, the tenants upstairs moved out and
the Floreys, who by that time had some more children, persuaded the council
to allow them d take over the whole house and they then paid a rent of
25/~ a week. After the Rent Act came into operd&ition it appears that the
house became de-requisiticned and the original owners of it then tried to
evict the Floreys becamse they wanted more rent than 26/-~. But before the
ouners did this, they called on the Floreys and offered to sell them the
house as sit¥ing tenants for £1600. There was to be no deposit, no legal
fees - all that Mr. Florey had to do was simply to start paying the weekly
mortgage repayments which amounted to something of the order of £3/£33/-
a week. At the moment they are £3.10/-. The Floreys considered that they
hadn't any choice but to accept this offer although it meant paying far
more than they thought they ocught to pay for accommedation. Their own
comment is "They panicked us into buying it ~ they were using use as
prawns (sic) in the game. I wouldn't recommend a family like us to do it
that is to buy a house™. Mr. Florey thought he had a secure job and would
be able to manage somehow, but of @urse the occurrences of the last year
had reslly thromn them into confusion and there was a peried when they were
behindhand with their repayments and the Building Society wrote to them.
However the Floreys told them that they would pay and they managed to send
off £5 a week for last and £5 this week in order to bring their position .
back to normal. Mrs. Florey's own comment about the house was that she
loved it here. On the other hand, the children would like to get out into
the country. They don't like the noise of the traffic around here. There
used to be a railway line running bshind the house but this has been clesed
sore years and the land on which it stood has bgen taken over by the council
who has built blocks of flats and terraced houses on it, and this was
sezmthing that Mre. Florey didn't particularly like - I think yather because
they overlooked them than because it was any noisier than a yailway line,
although admittedly if the dailway had been derelict befare this would
have been quite pleasant. She liked having a garden - she enjoyed gardening
and while I was there there was a goocd deal of discusaion about plants she






had bought, keeping the children off the new plants and, oh dear, what
would happen if they trod on them? She also liked having the garden for
the emall children to play in, although she said herself the older children
all go out and play in the street. She doeen't like the young children
téphyinﬁwsteetmﬁlmymatleastfmmorfive, As far as the
number of rooms is concerned, Mrs. Florey would like to have two plus a
kitchen, She would like to have her front room back again so that when
people come she has got somewhere to take them, and also, she said, I would
like to shut myself in with the radiogram when I want to ba alone. There
are times when I do want to get away from the children. lThe Floreys eat
their Sunday dinner together, but they can't all do it arcund cne table.
Mr. Florey sits in the living room and Mrs. Florey has her dinner in the
kitchen with the children. This is of eourse partly because there is mo -
table in the living room but fbére is one in the kitchen, They do have two
‘other tables which at the moment are having to be stored in one of the
upstairs bedrooms. They come ocut of the two front rooms which the Ryans
are occupying. The bedfoom occupation is Mr. and Mrs. Florey in a double
' bed and, in the same bedroom, Wandy in a single bed and Domma in a cot.
In the second bedroom Stephen and Glenn each have a single bed and in the
third bedroom Alan and Viotor each have a single bed. Stephen and Glenn
have the two tables in their bedrosm. Mr. and Mrs, Florey have a chest of
drawers and a dressing table in theirs, as do Alan and Victor also. When
Linda is at home from boarding school she has to sleep on a put-u-up in the
1 iving room. Mrs. Florey commented, "We're a bit squashed at the moment".
As far as bedding is concerned, and I didn't see the upsf:a:lrs of the house,
Mrs. Florey says that she only buys the dark blankets and hasn't any spares.
But, che said, she felt she had enough. {Jhere were five on each bed in
winter. Shaetsareapmblemheca}xseVimmGlemwetﬁteirbeds-
this information came ocut when I was discussing the problems of bedding
and not during the discussion of each of the children and their possible
problems. Mrs. Florey says that she makes sheets herself ocut of bits of
sheeting and dews them up by hand - she hasn't a sewing machine. If this
% true and she does it often, it must be quite a lot of work. The furniture
in the living room and kitchen, which were the anly two rooms that I saw,
was worn but adequate. It was mainly the upholstery which was torn, but
the furniture itself was fairly solid, even if rather cut of date. In the
kitchen apart from a large wooden table at which they work and eat, there
&3 also a marble topped cupboard (I suppose a form of washstand) which
Mrs. Florey says she uses for making pastry. There is a carpet on the floor
of the living room of a cheap, but not too badly worn, kind. Food is kept
in the sideboard in the living room. Mrs. Florey said, unprompted, that
she would very much like to have a refrigerator because of the extreme
wastage of food during the hot weather last summer and this is one of the
things which she hopes to be getting during the coming year, providing
that the financial situation picks up. The laundry is done in a gas boiler
in-theKtchen and it is drded in a spin dryer which is one of the few peices
of equipment Mrs. Florey has. Electricity is paid for by account and
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Mre. Florey says che would fop sosnep have a cach meter becouse 4t 4o
@88840ult to put money bys Coal for tho firo 1s boupht weekly, usually
about 2cwt, at a 24mo for about 25/« and for about iz or seven months
of the yeop. Thovo 4o no ¢olophone, The last gas moter ecllectien
produced about @%m@hawﬁaw of £2 105, although Mra. mmﬂﬂ
that she catimsted that cho spont about four or five shillings a day
on gas. Althouzh tho Floreys have 1ived 4o this houso for about tem
geara they eay that thoy havo 1ived within about five miles sll thoir
3ivos. HNre Florey was byought up 4n Bormondsoy, bie fother was a
carpentor and dfed 4n 1958 but his mother is etfll alive and ke has
soen her vithin tho lash month. irs. Floreyd father was a corgesht
in the army and ister a painter, DBoth of hor parento are alive and
live within aboat 30 mimudes thavelling time but they have not bean
seen since baforo Ghvictumage [irs. Florey is one of five children,
oho has threo brothors end ong edater, All the ehildren are married
but only three others have childron themselvea reopectively two, sdz
and threa. Iy, Floroy eomey from 2 femily of four, he has two brothers
end one aistors, Tho sistor 45 unmaveied. Thoe brothers ere both marvded
and have reopectively throe and two chfldren. All of his siblings live
vithin 30 miautes travolling ¢ime btut mone of lirs, Florey's do. Mrs.
. Fleroy left sbhasl at fourticon and got corricd at seventeen and a half
and during those thooe and a half years che worked in Yooluorth and was
later in the Wememo (umgljewy Adrforce, Linda tho cldest child was
born in 9950 apserantly only tow yoars aftor her parents marriage. Sho
has had esthma ginvo ehe was tun and is very nervous., Mrs. Florey says
“She carries the world on her chouldere™s  Hre Florey's grandfathor
and agister ave also cuffopors fyrom acthuoa as 4o lLinda'é brother Victor.
povdied that linda hac gpent avay frem hemo is the past
mar@mmmmﬁhﬂmmlatwmmwﬂm
vhich is em L.C.C» ochodl for dolicate children. She was formely at
Rnoolessohool Sidsphen wvaich 45 on L.C.0. open-alr scheol so that
eumewmmmmwmmmmmwwmmm
themt‘mehea@eﬁ’ﬂw, wﬁ.mammmwumwm
that Linde should go ¢o boapding school, she said "We chould a1l bo
togother” but che folt that 4% uas probabley for limda's good. Linda
vas at Bront Nool from the ase of five 41l che was thirtcea but che
was mot gettinz amy betlor $n London and 'They®, that 4s, I Supposo
the LeC.Cevauthorities fol¢ that a change of air would do her good.
She vorried about evorything at home and her doctor advised HEE Mra.
Florey that perhaops linda would do better at a boarding ceheol away
from some of the homo pradlems, 5he was homo on holiday from boarding
scheol for six weeha lopt gummor apd iirs. Florey said that she was illl
the vhole of that tdms, Sho also said “I can't really eay that I like
them going away”s The Floreys went to sce Linda last Sunday and Kra.
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Florey's brother weat along as wells He caid that Linds wes locking very
guech botter and that there were roses in hop cheeks. Linda is oxpected
to stay em at tho boarding scheol until she is at Bast sizbteen and the
Floreys would be auite satisfied to let her stay on 4f it is benifical
as Mro. Florey said "Tou Don't have children to go out to keep you®s

At the boarding ctheol and also at Breat Knowles scheol classes are small
and the perconal atteation given to the children is very great, but on
the other hand, liro, Floroy says movo attontion 45 given to health than
to learning and this 4s porticularily noticable in Viotor's case ao wo
vill sco in a momsnt. Ho also went to Brent Knovle and learnt very little
g0 that ho was extromoly backward when he was returned to the normal
gchool system. ‘The Florsys Go down 4in their 1little car to gee Idmda at
bearding school svory throe woeks and thoy gensrally give hor about 10/«
peckot money vhom thoy go doun to gee her. Apart from this they have o
pay 5/- a weel. touards her scheol uniform, She hos been at this schosl
since Easter 1564. In additicn there are cocasional expomrses for drosse
maldng materdalas

Victor the cepoud child has suffored from asthma since he was saven.
He does not have as mich asthoa ao Linda, he temds to suffer more from
bronchitiss He gots vory aervous 4f he is worked up but this isn't so
bad nowgh Vhen I ¢alled en irs, Florey, Victer vas at homo becemse he
felt diezy and had o sopo tiroat, He spent throe yoars at Brent Enoule's
‘special school fop dolicate children and then return to the lecal sscendexy
modern sehool vheve ho 45 in ono of the lovor olasmes end i located in
one of the oldest buildings, %em are nower buildings for the bettor
claases. Xs I said bofore ho was appertently very btackward in roading
and writting ability vhen ho returnmed to tho nmormal school system. He's
miased quite a lad of schaol in the last couple of Serms because of colds
and claflar things, He hos a paper roundfohich ke earms 14/- a woeck and
works an hour and o half every daoys He's en nourotic but how froquently
he vets his bed I don't know,

Alen, the thixd child suffers from sap troudle due to mensles and
has to bo capaful with his carse Ho 4s in the lowest stream at school
he's alse Jat.a gecondary moderns He has missed quite a lot of achool
becaune of sar api etorach trcuble which iws. Flerey oceid was as 1likely
to be poychelogical ao physiocnl and he 4s going to the Child Guidanco
Clinic at the memoatse '

Both Victor amd Alam wamt to be lorry ddrivers, lirs, Florey told
me and their blazeps they chould dio proudly, wore covered with badges
of different kinds of lorpy manufacturors.
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Stephon the fourth child hed e turn in hio oye but thin was corrected
through operaticie &m%mmmmlmmm. Roroy
docen't 1ike, che ooys that uo oro sgems to like it but it is the only
one round heros fle 4o in tho lovor elass of tue.

Glen, tho f£ifth child, has troublo with his fect wvhich lira. Floroy teld
ne was calva, It is comothing like clud foot, thore is e
tightening of tho temdouse which effect tho length of the foot and malkes
1t rathor difficult for the child ¢o walk, Ho has been treated at Hingo
College Hospitnl, Pulvich ond has to wear pads in hio ghoes. The
hospital say that this &rouble eam got vorse but so far it hasn't.

vhen Donna was born tud yoors ago, the threeo boys Alan, Stepheon and Glen
were in the care of tho loeal authority for five woeks. lrs. Flersy had
a very difficult birth, 4% had to be a Casserean operation and che was
eery'm at the timo, Gicm s also a nouratic.

Yendy, the sizth child, is a bit undor woight but she scems to bo quits
chirpy. m.mmemgmwmmwwammmmeoem
apparant low weight but the hospital said that che was in perfect
condition, Yendy is too yeung %o go to scheol and doesn't go to
nursery aochcol, Boupa the eoventh and youngest child was born, as I
said by Cacscresn eperation ot tho ond of 1963, she seems to be quite

a benny Baby, cho hos throspence a day spent on hor for sweets although
che is only a yeor end a balfe 45 I cold, Hro. Florey was very ill when
gho had Donna, she said "I sover have been in goed health”, last Uintar
cho had soptosimia and had to opond a week in bed., It was the tize vhen
Linda vas at home on holidey and che looked after the family and was very
capable. lirs. Florey also has a kad leg che has ‘and had to
stay in bed for a doy last conth, lrs. Florey weuld have liked more
help at that tine wvith waeching and ironing particularly the mappics begsuge
although lir. Florey hejpod ho docoa't find the time and as she says
"Womon have move of o syoten for that sort of thing."

Food, Nrs. Flersy cays che doesn't have time to go down to the clinmfe to
got ¥Yelfare feodg,but she buys ker Denalim at tho shop., She scems to
buy a fadr amount of £ruit and vhilo I vas thede she casmally gave tho
children oranges $o eats It scemed to bo the natural thing to do. She
_saya she doesn't but as mmch frult as she used to she used to have apples
and eg:a for the children overy day and she makes hor oun caltes new whore
she used to bufy theme She says che can spenrd easily €10 a week on food,
about £5 alone om grocories alone at Tescos, She f£inds it very well worth
while to gend to the tuo oldeotboys down to the Teseo supermarket to do
tho groveries boecanuze on an iten cuch as ougar aleno che oan save something
like Zd. or 4d. 2 pound amd she duys 12lbs, at a time, lMro. Florey had



a breakfast of oz and bacon and sho says that the children have egge on
alternate days and mobody goes: .uort of anything.

@lothes theraas iwse. Florey docsn't buy any food on ‘tick' mooct of the
expenditure on clothes has ¢0 bo on credit. She buys from the Tally man

T
£,

to whom she givesif/w a week but this includes things like bedding. Theeo

are two firms Honsens and Ledrds of which the lattor is good, sho mays,

on pyjamac and beodding and sho thinks that Laird's qnautyiaasgoodaé
sho's likely to got i2 a chops - Yhethor or not she buys either nev or
secohd hand olothes cach, ﬁem of course on tho cash poesition, She'3l
never buy sceondehond chees because it's bad for the childrens feet. In
hor fapily there &3 a good deal of interchange of bady and childrens alothes
gho says "I give the famdly toby clothes they pass them round”s The family
bought clothes for imeody bocaunse she ves was the first 2irl bora in the
family for some time amd she, herself, that is Hrs. Florey, has clothes
from a noighhour, Uhile I vas visiting the noighbour called ire. Florey |
out into the garden amd handed her a vory nice dress. On tho other hand
Hrs, Floroy has given the necighbour's girl some baby clothes, this dsntt
the camo meighbour Wut cnother one whese daughter "Got into trouble” as
firs. Florey put 4t and dida’t have the ressurces to buy the nocessary
doth:s for the badye lire. Flerey couldilt sond two of the boys to sshool
recently beeause thoy Gidn't have sny shoes, but a lady €rom Ivydale Ruad

I ynderstand that is after car euthority, got Hrs, Florey four pairc of
ghoes from tho L.C.0s on a spacial order vhereby lirs. Flerey pays half a
crown por pair and a uotice soent to the Cowop. The chees themselves wers
worth 36/= a paire As lroe Florcy hondles all the houscholds money, the

. question of clething eumpenditure coming out of it doesn't arise. 3She'll

opend more monoy as the cach situation gote betier. As far as school
unifors is concoxmed, she $038 go that the prefacts at school were ,
mmmmmmaaem'uamzmmmemmme

n that ho docon't want to go to school. By rights she says he chould
_lmve everything, eri kot clothes, P.T. clothes, football clothes,
mpentméaman&mmméallthﬂamﬂdewtahmtm. She eent

in a forn epplyin; for a uniform grant froa the losal amtheority bat nothing
has happencd amd cho hasn't folicwed this upe

Pogeasions and H.F, The only outgoings at the moment are a rolay telovision
mdaﬁmw&m&%mswhﬁ@wsﬁhﬂfemamak. The motorear
vhich the Floreys hed cost £10 tvo yoaors age and this came out of the
redundancey money vhich Hy. Florey was paid. The spin dryer has HX leng
singe boen podd for. Mors. Florey ldves ia hopes of the f£ridge and she
misses not having a vacuun clecanors Ao for s non-durables are cennme& i
mmmmmnmswmtemummw%mmmm.
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Qutsido Activitics, The lost timws Hro, Florey wemt cut vas Christman
evening for a arink with fricnds. She qoesn't like to go away for
holidaye, che said *I mever ever like to stay away. I used to go oud
overy day o I mevar over reslly uanted too. I like to go cut days and
come hemo to my cun bode's She hodlth visiter calls to seo the two
goungest ehildren cceacionally, not very often., Frs. Florey says she
camo ag a friend ord che could get in toush easily cnough. lrs. Flerey
never has any help from neighbours or rolations.

Troybles I've already mentioned the financial troudble which Mrs., Florey
had last year. Aftcr some Wﬁng Hrae, Florey came ocut with the following
story shout trouble with childvon, Alen had boen in troudle with some
lwalbm_ha-‘m&aamﬁmmneatmmayemmmmd
ard vas remanded tgo wcoks ia custody. lirs. Florey said “"They all sald
that the magesteate was very harch on hin", that is the need to keep
him in custedy for two wocks. He is now on two year ppobation. The
othera childres ho was uith are bad children lrs. Florey said vho wero
often in trouble and they hove boon gomt £0 am approved scheol. The
vhole affair only teslk place a few days bofore I called. Alan wao due
to go and seo tho provation officer the first time that night.

Gash Forees lpse Flopey caid “Wo don't know anyome to borrow from,
¥etye nover asied for any help" but vhem they had all this troumble
recently the hecalth visitor hopponed to bo by asked Mrs. Florey, whem

she could see wag very upset vhat tho mattor vas and Hre. Florey explained,
The rosult of this was that the health visiter was finally able to got
scme money from tho Motornity ond Child Welfare fund of the L.C.C. vhich

was paid by the L.C.Ce diveot to tho Rating Authority as 'a recult the

baliffo that Hwo, Florey was expecting any moment dldn't have to conme.
irs. Florey teld mo that the L.CsCe had holped, the healthvisiter said
because it wos obvious that the Flereys wero trying to cope. At ome

point in Hirs, Fleroy's dopression she said che'd mentioned the matter

at the Consort Road €nilQ Cuidance Clinic and thoy help me by lotting

me $alk to heor and trying to got holp from cherity. This was in fact from
one of 5t. Hartinowinwtho-Fields charitics but it didn‘*t como to anything.
For the last few dnys trs. Flerey has been going out to vork or perhaps

1 should say for the lsot fov nights Becsuse in fact she is working all
night and will probabley have to give 4t up coon tho effect that che

gots about an houps sleep in tho afternson. che's working semen and a
half hours evory night cnd for this she is boing (R getting £9.

Hr. Florey gives hor his pay packet and sinply takes out the meney ho
needs for neccesgaricss IHras Florey sald ho should get sbout £2% this
ueek. The fact tha¢ cho seports that ho normally gives hor about £10
hwsekeepang dcn*¢ thopofore rolovant this de more for the food alonoe
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Mps, Harney

Mrs. Harney was in the middle of washing when I callede
However she had a m-chine which altho! only had a wringer and not a
spin drier could be left for a little while. She was a small woman with
short curly hair and a pale complexion., She had a good quality skirt and
jumper on over which she wore an apron. She looked rather tired but was
quite keen to talk to me tho! was a little puzzled about the survey and
why she had been included. The interview took place in their front
room apart from 15 minutes in the kitchen while she was making coffees

The femily
The Harneys have 7 children: Michael 13, Margaret 11, Paul 9,

Gregory 8, Geraldine 6, Kevin 5, and Desmond 1. Her husband aged 52 was

a surveyor in Local Government. Mrs. Harney was 43,

The eldest boy was at an R.C. Grammar School. They hoped he'd
stay on at school until he was 18. Margaret who wanted to be a teacher
went to St. Ursulas - also an R.C. Grammar School. Paul was going to the
Prep. School of Michael!s school. This was costing 18gns. a term.
Gregory and Geraldine were at a State Primary School - Kevin would be

joimrsthem s00N,

None of the children seemed to help much at home. Michael had
been to Scout camp last year, Margaret had had 2 weeks holiday with the
school, Paul hadn't had a holiday the previous year, Gregory and Geraldine
went away with their school and the youngest two hadn't had a holiday,

Mr. and Mrs. Harney are Irish. Her father had been in the Army,
in the Post Office and now worked for the railway. Her parents were both
still alive. Mr, Harney's father who died when Mr. Harney was only 4, had
heen a farmer. His mother died 10 years ago. He was.the youngest of 9 -
one brother lived only a half-an-hcur's journey away but they didn't see
much of him. 6 of Mrs. Harney's brothers and sigers lived near but they

weren't seen much either. One also had 7 children,

Accommodation

The Harneys lived in a 3 bedroomed semi-detached house near Hither
Green Station. They were buying it themsé lves. They had the 5 standard
amenities. In summer the water was heated by an e#mersion heater, in winter
by the boiler, They'!d been living in the house 15 gears - i.e. since
marriage. They had put £200 down (saved from a P.O. Gratuity) and had a mortgage
from the Local Authority on which they were paying £12 a month. The
mortgage had 10 years to goe

They needed another bedroom - the 4 boys slept in one room - 2
in a double bed, 2 in single beds; the 2 girls had bunk beds and tkhe baby
slept in a colg in his parents room. There was a little garden at the back

of the house and s little at thefront but they'd like more space for the children
to playe
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Clothes

They always paid cash for clothes - occasionally they were
given clothes and she made quite a few for the children. She thought
she spent £10 a month on clothes and shoes for the children. All the

children had one good pair of shoes as well as slippers and wellingtons.

Furniture etc.
Their front room had a three piece suite in it which looked of

good quality tho! now rather old. There was a carpet on the floor.
Their dining room had a large table surrounded by chairs, a sideboard
and an occasional table. They were buying the radiogram on H.,P. She
was hoping to get a spin drier on H.P. 'We only get omething at a time

thot.

Food

Mrs. Harney spent about £10 a week on food. They all had a
cooked breakfast, Her husband and the children took a packed lunch and
they had a cooked meal in the evening. She bought some fruit but would

buy more if she had more money. 'You cen't cut down on food! she said,

Qutside activities etca

They'd last had a holiday in 1961. However as I've already
said the children had had holidays separately. Her husband had taken
his holiday when the baby was born - they could have had a home help but
thought she would be too expensive, The last baby had been !a surprise!

and they had had to get another pram because they'd given away their old ones

Attitudes etce

As far esfamily allowances were concerned 'I'm gratéfyl for small

mercies'. She thought people who wanted family allowances abolished were
those who hadn't got children themselves. However she hoped her children
had smaller families because it was very expensive to have a big family.
If she were starting married life again she'd only have 4 children - she
certainly didn't want any more. Altho! she was Roman Catholic she seemed
very determined and certain that Desmond was to be the last baby. (Her
husband thought differently). She thought the advantages of a large
family were that the children were less selfish - they had to learn to
give and take.

She wasn't a very talkative woman and didn't give much extra
information. She was interested in the survey but was uncertain about
the use we could make of the information she'd given us, She obviously
thought that as they were quite comfortably off and managed well that we

wouldn't be interested in her family,

Mr. Harnei ’
Mr. Harney was also not going to give any more information than

necessary. He told me he earned £1,400 a year nety, He worked a 35 hour
week and if he did overtime he had time off in lieu. He thought his

financial position mow was worse than a year ago because of the increase in
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cost of living,

The advantages of a large fapily were the companiohship it
provided for the children, and to the parents it provided them with
someone to look after them when they were old. The disadvantages.were
mainly financial. However he'd have the samémnumber of children again,
He praised his wife and said whe coped very well with them - she
organised things very well., It would be hopeless if one had lots of

children but a wife who couldn't manage,.

He took me into the dining room where the children were playing
and reading. They looked a happy crowd and very sturdy youngstefs.
He was obviously very proud of his brood. .

He asked me quite a lot about the survey and hoped they'd been

of use,






Mrs, Haves

The Hawes lived at the top of a block of L.C.C. flats near
Surrey Docks. Mr. Hawes ansered the door - a pale rather droopy man in
an old raincoat. I was abBked in and met Mrg, Haves - a very large woman,
untidily dressed - sloppy shoes, mo sockings, a dress with a vavied hem
lien on vhich she wore a gpubby apron. The 3 girls were at tome - none
of them had shoes on, they all had grubby faces and the teddler was vearing
nothing to cover her legs. The children played around the room throughout
the interview - every so often Mra. Hawes would yell at them to stop
making so much noise or to stop fighting and eventually two of them were
banished to one of the bedrocms. Mr. Haves was just going out (to
borrow some money from his mate I discovered later).

The interview tock place in their living room,

The family
ke Hawes had 5 children - Jemnifer 15, Gary T, Wendy 5, Janine 3,

Carole 2. They also had a nephew aged 16 living with them. This boy
was Mrs. Haves! sister's son. Eis parents were divorced and he had
stayed with nis father. Hovever his father took no interest in the boy
and he never saw his mother who had remarried, His father never even
remembered the boy's birthday and when he took him a birthday present a little
while ago asked the boy what he'd ceme for and didn't even acknowledge the
gift, HMr. and Mrs. Hawes appeared genuinely fond of the boy and he was
going to stay with them until he wént in the Navy. At the moment he was
working on barges.

I soon discovered Mr., Hawes had been unemployed since 1962 as the
result of an accident at work, However he was hoping to be able to move
to Haverhill in Suffok as he'd got a job there. That morning theg'd had
a letter from a woman in Bury who wanted exchange accommodation. All Nrs,
Hawes! family came from Ipswich - she had 6 brothers. lir, Hawes' parents,
also Suffolk people, died when he was very young and he spent his childhood
in various children's homea. His 5 other brothers wers lucky and were fostered
cut to families but he ~ as always he said - was the unfortunate one.

The oldest girl was going to a Secondary Mcdern School and hoped
to stay at school until she was 16 years old to finish a shorthand and typing
course. OGary was still at Primary School and the others hadn't started yet.
Bone of the children including Jemnifer helped much at home.

Agcommodation

I had a long, long story about their housing problems. They had
been on the L.C.C. housing list for 5 years. During this time they had
been living in a dreadful fifth fleoer flat in Bermondsey. Ever since his.
accident at work Mr. Hawes had developed bronchitis and asthma so climbing
stairs was very difficult but there was no 1ift in the building. The
flat was alsc in very bad condition and they only had 2 bedroems. Last
Spring they saw a programme ocn T,V. about the homeless in Londen (ome of
the series of programmes "The World in Action"). They wrote to Mrs.



Anderson the secretary of the Help the Homeless Fund telling her about
their situation. A little later the Evening Standard got held of the
etory and came round to see Hr, and Hrs; Hawgn. A8 a result ef their
story was printed in the Evening Standard. (Mr. Hawes proudly showed me
the press outtings). Within 6 weeks the L.C.C. offered them this flat,
but then they found they hadn't got enough money to move. The Evening
Standard reportéthe fact im an article entitled 4240 bvetween this family
and happiness"” and readers of the Evening Standard sent in encugh maney
to pay for their move and there was enough left over for the family

to have a 2 week's holiday in a oaravan in Felixstowe.

Their present flat hod 3 bedroems and a living room. She'd
like snother room "for visitors®. The rent which the N.A.B. paid was
€2/14 a woek, (their previous flat had been 22/-). Both Mr. and Mrs,
Hawes were looking fmai-d to moving ocut of Londor into @ house with a
garden. They espescially wanted a garden because the ohildren wanted to have
a dog, a3 they always had had until they moved. At this point I was
shown a photograph of the dog.

The children had bunk beds, the nephew slepron a camp bed with
the older boys. The baby slepcin the pram which attod in the living room.
The bunk beds and a bedrcom suite were being bought on HP. The
furniture in their living room was in poor conditicn - the settee and easy
chairs they'd been given by a relatives The 7.V, which was on during most
of the interview wae rented. DMrs. Hawes had a great deal to say about
the water heater which was in the flat when they moved in. Acscording to
her she didn't want it any more so had stopped paying for it (she had paid
£9). However the firm said they wouldn't collect it until she'd paid
another £18., NMre.Hawes was refusing to pay this because she said she
didn't want it and didn't see why she should pay for somecne to take 1%
avay . ’
Mrs. Hawes spemt 25/- a week cn clothing checks. A memth
ago she applied for a clothing grant from the Hational Assistance Beard but
was unsuccessful. Howover just bofore Ohristmas they had seen a programme
about the Pamily Welfare Asscolation in which they were appealing for toys
to give to children from families who wouldn't be getting much for Christmas,
Hrs, Hawes thought it was worth writing to the P.W.A. acking whether they still h
had any teys -r any childrea's olothes, The rasult was that the F.W.A.
applied to the Ne.A.B. on their behalf and got a £15 grant from them with me.
trouble at all, lir. Hawes thought it was all wrong that because he tried
to lock neat and tidy, and Mre. Hawes did ther best to see the ohildrem
had reasonable clothes, the people at "the assistance" assumed they could
manage without further help. 'You den't need help - your children always
look alright", MNrs. Hawes thought £15 to buy the children a new winter ocoat
each was rather unrealistic - she'd managed to buy 3 of them a coat but that
was all. The W.V.8. had given them olothes semetimes, As for shoes
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'They den't last long endugh". However each child hid 2 pairs of shoes.

Hoed
Mrs. Hawes epent about £1 a day on food. She said the

Assistance had given her tokens, and she got free tokens for orange juice at
the Clinic. The ohildren never had a cooked meal at night - just bread

and jam. Neither Mr. noer Mrs. Hawes ever had breakfast - the children

_ had porridge. She cooked a meal in the middle of the day but they never

had 'afters', Ilir. Hawes had ulcers and was supposed to have eggs,

chicken, meat e%tce - the N.A.B. gave him the princely sum of 7/6d to buy these
extras! Mrs. Hawes was very derisive about this,

If she had more money to¢ spend on food she'd buy more ocakes,
butter, fruit, eggs, bacom etc, When ¥r. Hawes was woriking he earmed
about £20 a week - they were now living on half this. [irs. Hawes sald they
used to have nice puddings and fanoy cakes but now they couldn't have any '

of these things.

Outside Activities eto, '
They never went out now. They used to go to feotball matches,

wrestling, bingo but not now. Apart from not being able to afford it
¥r. Hawes could no lenger stand for football or wrestling. Hr. Hawes saw
quite & bit of his 'mate' during the day but didn't go out in the evenings.

Astitudes

Her husband collected his meney from the H.A.B. and handed it
straight over to his wife because she was more careful with money than he was,
If he went shopping he couldn't resist the temptation to buy extras,

She célleote’d her family allowances waekly and of oourse they went
straight in with the housekeeping momey. 'I think they should be larger =
the first ohild should be entitled'. She also thought the allowance should
be paid every 6 months - and that one certainly ought not to lese it if they
weren't collected within 6 months., He thought older children need more.

As for those who wanted family allowances abolished ‘Qhey don't like paying
for other people's children'.

She found it diffioult to hand olothes etc., down bsocause
Jennifer was so much older than the others and then came Gary - the only
boy - for whom she had to get everything but little of this was of use teo
the othors. If che were starting married life again she'd have had all hor
children earlier. As for the size of f mily she hoped her children would have
« 'I haven't thought about it'.

lra. Haves seemed to be able to take things as they came - ahe
laughed and joked a lot and obviously enjoyed telling the story of their
nisfortunes. When the children became 00 noisy she told them to shut up
in no uncertain terms - I should think she oould be rather fierce when
aroused and could give the children a walloping.
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Mr, Haves

lre. Hawes also enjoyed giving me the acoount of his acoident
and what had happened to them since., His wife left us alome for most
of the time as she was getting lunch for them. When she did come and
interrupt Ur. Haves sat quietly until she finished and started off again
'To get back to what I was eayingeeeseccsses?

Mr. Hawes had been working for a firm which processes almonds for
making marzipan - his Job was concerned with roasting the almends. There
was a hole on the fldor in front of cne of the ovens and altho' he had told
the firm about this, they'd done nothing about it. He was taking a tray
of almonds out of the oven and slipped en the floor, falling backwards into
a pile of trays waiting to be put into the oven. Crushed between the trays
he broke his ribs. After his accident he developed brorchitis and astht&a -
according to him, his dootor said this was a result of the shock of the
accident - and had suffered from these ever since, Alsoc his ribs were
very weak - he'd broken them again Just' moving the settee aorcss the room
at Chriatmas,

He was suing the firm for damages - his solicitor had taken his
cagse to a claim assessor who said they should try for £3,000, The firm
had offered him £700 but he wasn't going to take that. Until December
1963 he haé had a £2/6 week hardship allowance and had beer given an 18 gus.
diability grant. Now he was getting sickness benefit anly. The National
Assistance Board made the money up to £10,10.6 which included £2.18.0. rent,
In faot if he was to get the full National Assistance rate he'd have
£15.19.0. i.0. he's getting £5.8.6. loss than he's entitled to. As he
said - the sickness benefit rate has gone up, but it woen't make eny
difference to him - the R.A.B. will just have less to make up.

After he broke his ribs again in December 1964 he applied to the
Board for an allowance because of ‘aggravation of an old injury'. The
Monday previcusly they had told him that they couldn't give him a grant,
and 80 he'd just referred the matter to the John Hilton Bureau of tho Hews
of the World, The Board hadn't given him a medical cxamination and seemed
much more interested inm his bronchitis and asthma than his broken ribs.

In December they had had the eleotricity cut off - Mrs. Hawes
said they owed £4 vhich they were paying off at the rate of 5/- a weeks
Mrs. Hawes told me they hadn't given her any warning about cutting her off
and she was very indignant about the way in which it was deno (I suspect
I didn't get all the details). She was also very angry at having to pay
10.6d. reconnection fee, However they had now reduced what was ewing ¢n
the nill to 27/w4
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Mr. Hawes sald he was hoping to go to Haverhill as he had a ‘
job ='a security job' cm an industrial site there. He thought that he
could easily get a tramsfer of a house now that he had a job o go to,
He said he got the job himself by going to see the firm in Haverhill.,
He had tried to get a job locally but hadn't had any luck because the sort
of light labour job he could do wes not available. He gaid he didn't like
staying around at heme all the tim the children got on his nerves a let.

He spent 10/8d weekly on tobacco - a year ago he was smoking
twice as muchs Ho used to drink too ~ but not any more. This reminded
them of the happy time they'd had 3 Christmases ago when they'd had lots
to drink eto. They used to buy records etc. for the children but couldn't
do that anymere. She said her nephew didn't ocntribute to the household
tho' sometimes he bought things for the family. He'd also take Oary
to the piotures - they'd gone last Saturday and Mrs. Hawes was very oross
because they'd stayed cut so late. Even if her nephow did give her a little
money it wouldn't be much because he couldn't have been carning a great deals
Bosides as Mrs. Hawes said he would need the money when he went in the Havy,
80 they let him keep it, Whenever the nephew was menticned Mr. Hawes ‘
started taling about his childhood and lack of family life., He hopad '
his children would have large families., The only disadvantege with having
a large family was the oest and anyway things had only got really difficult
when he loat his job., Before that they could afford extras. Hr. Hawes
said che knew oxactly what she'd do if she won a lot of money., She'd
buy a house for herself, and one for her mother and father. They'd
have a lovely holiday and lots of olothes ete. Peor lirs. Hawes.

The Hawes appearaed to be an optimistic family ~ perhaps I saw them
in one of their brighter moods. They certainly seized every opportunity '
of getting assistance - I gathered they sent the postcard back with the
attitude 'There's mo harm in replying - you never know what might come. out
ef it's They wore fairly interested in the survey - but didn't ask
any detailed guestions about it.






‘. Parnwe

Mrs. Parnwell lived in a detached suburban locking home in
West Finchley. There was a little garden in the front with neatly trimmed
rose trees and a lot of garden at the back, There was an ancient car in
front of the gate. Mrs. Parnwell was expecting me as I'd 'phoned the
week before to make an appointment. A rather anxious woman who was
concerned to give me exact informatiom. The Vnight before she and her
husband had worked out their eopenditure in great detall so she'd be able
Yo anawer my questions correctly. She was dressed in a skirt and jumper -
goed quality but fairly old, She'd got dark hair and e rather pale
complexion. v
I was shown into the front room which was carpeted, had 2
bookshelves full of bocks by the fireplace, a piano, a table and chairs in
the bay windew and comfortable chairs to sit in.

The fanily
There were 5 children, 2 of ¥hem were adopted. Jane 12,

Michael 11, Andrew (adopted) 7, Clare 7, Elizabeth (adopted 6) 'I'm surpriesed

you ghtought we were a large family', Mir. Parnwell worked in the

Criminal Division of the Home Office - he was a high executive officer

and his work consisted of assessing reports on prisoners serving life

sentences. His father was a senior official in the Treasury. They

didn*t see either of his parents very often as they lived in Harpendem.

Her parents lived very near and they saw them nearly every day. 8he had

2 younger brothers, one of whom was married with 3 children and lived very

near. Mr Parnwell had 2 younger sisters living in Harpenden. Hrs.

Parnvell was 23 years old when she was married, before that she'd been a

childrents librarian, She'd worked for a year after her marriagee

Jane went to an R.C, Grammar Soh-ol. She helped at home a lot at
weekends but A6t so much during the week - at least in term time. The whole
family had music lessons and the 3 girls had dancing lessons. Michael
went to a S8tate school and would probably ge to a Grammar school as he
was in the top group of his yoar and did very well. He did odd Jobs in
the house to help. Andrew, the adopted boy had had a lot of psychelogical
problems, He had spen% the first year of his life in a nﬁrsery before
he came t0 them and he responded so little to his surroundings they thought
he wvas stonedeaf for a time. He used to go to speech therapy classes. He '
had gene to the nursery class at Hall for 2 hours every morning frem
the age of 33 ~ 5. Mrs. Parnwell explained that there were so many
ohildren wanting to go to the nursery olass that they didn't take any fer
the full day but had 2 sesstons and the children only went to cne of them.

He was a bit baokwar& at schenl but was making a let of progress and his
teacher thought het!d soon be catching the others up. Clare was now going te
the same school, tho' only since this year because they'd been worris
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about sending them both to the same school as they hadl thought they'd be

in the same olass. Elizabeth was quicker than Michael and they thought

it would be bad for him to have his sister always doing better tham him

at school. However they didn't have to be in the same class so all was
well. Elizabeth they'd adopted vwhen she was 3 years old and she'd not had
any psychologioal problems. She was in the infants olass of the same school
as the other two, '

§ was introduced te the children when I called to see Mr. Parnwell,
They looked well-cared for children - very intrigued to know who I was and
what I was doing. Much whispering amd glggling went on outside the door,

Accommcdatig_
They had 4 bedrooms, 3 living rooms and a kitchen. She had an

automatic twin-tub washing machine, a 'fridge and an elestrioc stove. They
had & solid fuel stove which heated 5 radiators. They did have an electric
fire__v'but didn't nge it much. = They were buying the house on a LeA.
mortgage £120/years They'd borrowed £1000 from Mr. Parnwell's father to.
buy the house. The house and contents were insured for £34500,

There was nothing she really disliked about the house, tho they were
going to buy a bigger house. They had 4 bedrooms and an attic room which
they*d uee as a playroom for the children. The garden was mainly for the
children, . o .
Wnen I intervieved the husband I talked to him ih their sitiing
room which was very pleasants Close fitting carpets, bookshelves with
lots of books, a 3 piece suite. ‘At the end of the yosm weze Prench windows
opening out on to the garden. I could hear Jane practising the piano in
the roecm I*d besn in before.

Food

_ She he.dn'(t cut down on food as the family got bigger instead she
had to have mure xﬁahey. However she would like to be able to buy more fruit
and meat.'*“@ She bought about 15 1bs. of potatoes a week and 8 loaves - thare
was no difference in the sthool holidays tho*. The children had porridge
for breskfast. When they came in from school they hed biscults and a drink

and then had a cooked meal when Mr. Parngell came home.

Clothes

She buys on credit quite a lot. She had a budget account at John
Lewis for which she paid €1 a week (for this she could get £9 of olothes).
She also had an account at Hepworth (30/- a menth) and also belonged to a
mail order agency 'I never thought I would but a neighbour is an agent and
persuaded me to join's She would rather go to Marks and Spencers for the
clothes Yut found it convenient to buy clothes this way., Her husband gave her
extra money for clothes 'if it's therel?. They had a joint bank account.
She did have clothes given her 'thingsget passed around quite a lot! and she
made olothes herself on her own sewing machine. The 4 youngest children grew
out of their shoes before they were worn out, the oldest wore hers out. The
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each had a pair of winter shoes, sandals, plimsoles and wellingtona,.

Furniture eta,

They were renting a T.¥. The washing machine and cooker theytd
bought on R.P. from the Electricity Board and the heating installation
they were paying for - £5/5 a month for 5 years. They were also buying
lino, ourtains and flooring tiles on H.P. - £2 a monthe They'd been given
the car for £151 = it went because Mr, Parnwell drove me to the staticm,

There S3N%HLL anything Mra. P. thought they ought to have 'We oan
manage perfectly well?,

OQutside contacta eto,

Her husband went out cnce a week to a club. She: went to a Church
meeting every so often but spent a lot of time 8tudying for a diploma in
English. When the last baby was born her husband had had his holiday and
they'd had a home help., If she feels i1l she doesn't usually stay in bed
but just leaves the housework 'I'd rather leayé it and just let things go.
Ey mother would help & bit if really necessary', -

If they needed money urgently they'd borrow it from the family,
When the last baby was born her father-in-law had given them £10, 4

Attitudes etce

Her husband was now earning £€1,400 as he'd recently had an 8% rise.
Zhis had been back dated and they'd just received a £100 back ray. This

was going to be most useful for moving into their new home. She paid the
family allowance into the Post Office and saved them for holidays,

*Family allowances are definitely not too large. It's sad not to got it for .
the first childe Perhaps they should be varied a bit according to the
income of the parents but I den't like a means test'. She thought it was
the last generation who were saying that family allowances should be
abolished 'It's not the mothers of familiea!,

, When the last child was born 'We couldn't cut down cn anything!
tho! they hadn't gone short of anything. However she said 'Bverythings a
8truggle's She knew they had more money than many and felt a little .
guilty about not being able to manage cn less. She didn't think she was
extravagant but the money just went. '

She thought it was up to her children to decide how many children
they had. She hoped they wouldn't have a larger family thot.

The advantages of a large family were 'The spread of love and
emoticn. They widen your life and outlook'. For the childrem a large
family provided companionship. The disadvantages were 'the work ar ° |
expensss  Also trying to maintain the individuality of each child
difficult?,
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3ti11 she'd have the same number of ohildrem again in faot
2'd like to adopt another.

The subject of birht contrpl was obviously one that she'd
thought a great deal about. 'It's an awful dilemma - amdryery worrying
after all these years of struggle and saorifice to de what we thought to
br right, to think that it might all have been useless's &he thqught
she might use the Pill if the Church changed its view, She was definitely
againsyt gsterilisation and abortion., BShe emphasised very much the struggiz
with their congciences over the question and that it had caused them quite
a lot of sufferinge VWhen I talked to the husband about it, he obviously
felt the same waye.

-3

Mr. Parnwell .

A very tall, thin man and rather nervous. Vhen I, *phoned to
confirm the appointment Hrs. Parmwell siad 'You won't ask him any awkward
questicns will you? - He's rather shy's When I started thé intexrview she
came in and sat next to her husband watohing him anxiously 'You're going to.
prompt me, are you?! he said 0 her. Luckily the children nooded her
attention as they were just going off to bed so she left us alone moat of the
tiem. I guspect she makes the decisions in the house and tends to

'proteot! her husband. ' She drove the oar - hor husband never did, because
she used it much more amg anyway he hadn't learnt to drive,

¥r. Parnwell thought hard about each question and gave the answsrs
in a very hesistant manner., He thought family allowances were 'about right!
but he didn't think higher tax allowandae wore advisable. They lived
‘right up to the hilt' and didn't have any savings. However his position
was better than 3 years ago before he got promotion and not much different
from last year., His wife's housekeeping money had been adjusted as he
gol more money.

Ee had more to say about the advantages and disadvantagea of &
large family. He thought his family was a reascnable size, but the number
of children one has is a voluntary decision and he woulda't want to
influence them in any way. The advantage of a large family was 'The
children have to learn to share = thay bemefit by learning to give and take
a bit more. We benefit by their being able to look after ane anothex?.

As for the disadvantages 'You can't give as muoh individual attenticn to the
children's needs as you want to, Of oourse they have to go without
material things but there's no harm in that'. He'd have the same number
of children again - or even 6, '

His answers to the questions on birkh control echoed his wife =
almost word for worde From the little he said I gathered he had a great
struggle of eonsciaence asbout using 6ontracaptivaa (I'm sure they v "'t
using anything but this entailed quite a lot of suffering for bot T
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In a way I think both of them almost regretted that the Church was
reconsidering its position on the question because it weuld mean that all
this 'suffering! would appear to have been unecessary
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Mrs., Poulter

The Poulters live in an L.C.C. block of flats near Finsbury
Park, Her husband was home when I called as he had been out of work
since Christmas 1962 and having completed a rehabilitation course and
a retraining course only last week was hoping to find work. So far
he had had very little success a8 the only jobs offered him were worth
£13 a week., He was getting £14 unemployment benefit with National
Assistance, but with 8 children it was difficult to manage on this,
Mrs, Poulter aged 34, was a thin woman with a pleasant faces. She had
her hair half done up in curlers., She was wearing a jumper and
pinafore dress, Her husband was 3 years older - a big man who stooped.

He had greying hair and was losing it at the temples,

The family

There were 8 children:- Lynn 14, Michael 12, Susan 10,
$tephen 10 (justl) Martin 7, Amanda 6, Gary 4, Dean 2. She'd had a
miscarriage between Lynn and Michael and early this year had lost a baby

at birth. She'd now been sterilised,

Lynn, the oldest girl was 'a girl in a million! and a great
help to her mother at home - she was good with the children and helped
with the shopping. She was taking shorthand and typing at school and
wanted to stay on until she was 17. She didn't get much pocket money

but what she did get she often spent on buying sweets for the younger children.

If her mother bought her a pair of stockings say she would always ask

'Are you sure you can afford it Mum'!'. She'!d tried to get a job in
Woolworths but was told she wasn't old enough. Michael went to the same
school as his sister - he wasn't very bright !'They're all a bit slow!. He
earned 14/- a week doing a paper round and every Saturday morning when he
got paid he ceme to his mother first and asked if she wanted to borrow any
of it. I don't like to - after all h#s earned it and it's his. He
saved up and bought a pair of trousers last week'. Mjchael had been in
hospital a couple of months after a stomach operation in the autum. Susan
went to the same school. She also helped a great deal at home !They're
all wonderful children',

None of the other children ever had pocket money, tho! the older
children often bought them sweets. Those going to school all went to
Stroud Green Primary School. Mrs. Poulter didn't know much about it.
Amanda had been born with a dislocated hip and had spent 10 - 11 months
in hospital when she was 18 months old. Dean, the baby who looked a
sturdy little chap had just returned from 7 weeks in hospital. He'!d had a

rare kind of pneumonia,

Both Mr., and Mrs., Poulter's families came from Hornse and
still lived around that area, Mrs. Poulter's father died very recently -
he'd been a driver, the mother died 6 years ago. Her husband's father
who had worked on the Underground died when they were childrenhis mother

last year, Mr. Poulter was one of 8, his wife one of 7. She'd seen them
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all within the last month at her father's funeral.

Mr. and Mrs. Poulter both left school at 14, Before she married
at 18 she'd worked in a sweet factory. She hadn't worked since she was
married but recently had tried to get a baby to mind but so far had

been unsuccessful,

Accommodation
They had a 4 bedroom flat on the 3rd floor. She had no washing

machine, no 'fridge. "There's no point me having a 'fridge I'd never have
anything to put in ite I can only buy enough food for each day". She
had to do a lot of her washing by hand at the kitchen sink, They were

buying coal for the fire at the rate of a bag a day,

They had been in council accommodation some time, and in this
particular flat 5 years. They'd only been on the housing list one year
before they were housed, because before that they'd been living in one room
which had caught fire and they lost everything. They weren't isnured then
and still weren't. For the moment she felt she'd got enough bedrooms
tho' she would léve another living }oom "go that we could keep one small
room nice to shut away". Also they couldn't eat meals all together -
some sat in the kitchen (which only had room for a small table) and
some in the living room. She and her husband slept on the put-u-up
in the living room together with the baby in a cot. 3 boys slept in
another room - 2 in a double bed, 1 in a single, 2 girls slept in a single
bed and Lyne and Gary slept in a double bed. 1He won't sleep anywhere
else!. They had one chest of drawers and one built in cupboard - no

wardrobes,

Clothes
She paid £1 a week to a clothing club and in the last month

had spent about BQ/- on clothing - underwear, stockings and a jumper for
Dean when he came out of hospitale They had got 4 pairs of shoes 'off the
school!, School uniform was compulsory for the 3 bigger ones and she'd
got a grant for them when they first started, The neighbours gave her
clothes sometimes and her sister gave her things for herself. W"We never
get anything new". She used to make things for the children 'I had to
sell my machine - it had always been my dream to have a sewing machine -

it was lovely electric. It was the only thing I really wished for -~

but it had to go'. The children only had one pair of shoes each and

repairs had to 'wait for holiday timel,

Furniture etceo _ .
They had a slot T.V. 'I have to scheme each evening to see how

much we can watch!'. Their transistor wireless had to go for food one
weekend. They were still paying for the electric cooker and the water
heater. Asked what she thought the family ought to have but hadn't got
'Nearly everything - carpets, chest of drawers, washing machine and sewihg

machine, clothing'. If they bought any of these it would either be second

hand or on HQPQ
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Food

She spent about £2/day on food and always paid cashe. The money
her husband collected for unemployment benefit lasted her till a Tuesday.
I sw her on Tuesday before she collected her family allowances - I haven't a ha!
penny in my purse. I'11 collect the allowance and that!'ll have to last until
Friday". If she had more money to spend on food 'I'd buy luxuries. Id
have afters every day instead of onae a week, I'd buy fruit too'. They only
had tea for breakfast - the children had porridge. In the evening they had
egg and chips, tea and biscuits. In the last week she'd only spent 18/- on
meat.

Social contacts etce

They never went out, and since they were married she'd never had a
holiday. ‘When the baby was born her husband looked after the children. She
wouldn't have liked more help because 'The children only like us'. She used
to take the baby to the clinic but since he had chest trouble hadn't been,

Last year they had got into rent arrears and the British Legion had
had helped them. They.also gave her a couple of 15/- food vouchers. The
British Legion had tried %o get her husband a disability pension because he
was discharged out of the army because of ear trouble - his ear drums were
perforateq. However it was only a couple of years ago that this had become
a real disability. Ee had mastoids and had lost his sense of balance so he
could no longer work as a bus driver and couldn't do any heavy labouring job.
Presumably since his earning capacity hadn't been impaired directly after his

ear injury he'ﬂ couldn't claim compensation.

If she was short of cash - a permanent state - 'I sort out rags and
take them to the rag shop - I'll be doing that later today!.

Attitudes etc.

Family allowances of course went straight into the kitty. 'I would
like them t0 be bigger but I think they're fair really'. However she felt they
ought to be given to.the first child. Only people without children wanted

them abolished. She said she couldn't cut down on any more 'I only buy bare

necessities?t,
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She hoped her children would have a smaller family - it was such
a struggle. However children in a large family 'are better brought up'.
If she were starting married life again she'd only have 4 children.
She'd been sterilised now but had never followed any advice on birth control.
She thought abortion was wrong 'If you fall forvchildren you should have them.
I was always disappointed when I'd first fallen but you love it when it comes!,
They didn't belong to any particular church so their attitude to birth control
wasn't governed by their conscience,

Mr, Poulter

He had just finished a 6 months course run the Ministry of Labour
at Princeton College in Holborn. He'd been trained as an taccountant! i.e.
bookeeper. During his training he was paid £10 a week and this was made up
to £14/6 by the N.A.B. (this included rent). He got a travel warrant into
Holborn. Last week tho' as he'd finished the course he had only got £8/9/-
from unemployment benefit and £3 from the N.A.B. for rent. 'We had a dreadful
weekend!, However this amount was going to be 'adjusted!.

He'd been disabled out of the army - dischargedbecause of trouble
with his ears. The British Legion had tried unsuccessfully to get a pension
for him. Two years ago he had to give up work as a bus driver because he
had mastoids and lost his sense of balance. He couldn't do any form of
heavy labour. However the only jobs he'd been offered so far that week
would pay him £13 - £14 - he was getting that much on N.i.B, The people at the
1Labour Place} had been annoyed with him for not taking the job but as he
said - how could he live on £13% a week. He wanted to earn at least £18 - £19.

He was seriously considering taking a heavy job just to earn enough money,
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lre. Boberts

The Roberts lived in a very seedy looking house in.a rew of
rather dilapidated houses. Thoy were set back off the road and in front
of the house was a very rough 'garden'.s The house badly need painting,
Children had scribbled in chalk on the walls and front door, the windows L
were dirty, tho' nome of the panes vere actually broken. The first time I
called Mrs., Roberts was out and her 15 year old daughter answered the dooer.
(I discovered later she had had 'flu so was taking a few days off).

Next time Hrs. Roberts was in. She was a little woman, dressed
in an old skirt and jumper, brown curly hair and a bright face., Howeves
she was & very highly strung person and altho' she appsared cheerful enough
1% wouldn't have taken much o change hey mood completely. I followed
her daughter down the dingy passage down the steps into the breakfast rocm/
living room. It was a cosy room with a dresser aleng one side. One of
the shelves was covered with photographs of the children 'my portrait gallery*®
as she put it, They had an electric fire - one of thos mock coal fires =
in the room, with a couple of cenfortable oha:lra either side, - The dog
was curled up in fromt of the five, Nrs. Robepts was 1% ehe'*&adle
of preparing her husband's supper - stewing steak wh:l.ch she wae makmg daith a
caserolas It was obviously only intended for him ' 'there wouldn't have
been eneggh for everyone, She finished that and then sat and talked to 0o
Her daughter wag present for most of the mterviewe 7 T

Zhe fapily, . - .
This was Mrs., Robert's secend marriage - she didn't say anything
at all about her first husband and passed the question over so quickly that
she obviously didn't want to talk about it. She had 3 daughters by her
firet marriage the oldest 21, married with 2 children and living in

Banbury. Maria 15, Bhirley 14 werestill at school. Robert 12, Stephen 11,
ILynn 10, Viotor 9 were her husband's children by his first marriage and Teny

3 was the only child of the present marriage.

She had a son by her first marrisge but he died nesrly 2 years
when he was 15 years old. She didn't tell me this until we were discussing
acconmodation when she said she wanted 40 move out of the house. 'I den't .
like tallfng about it because I'2l start bauling”. She was obviously still
very upset ‘and kegs his 0ld room locked up and hasn't been it in gince he diede

.. Both she and her husband had lived in the district all their lives,
Her father died 2 years ago - ho was a leather worker. Her mother ljved
only 5 minutes away and she saw her nearly every day. ~ Her husband's father =
an electriocal engineer in the G.P.0. was still alive and althe! he lived near the;
hardly ever saw him. His mother had died 10 yesrs ago. WMrs. Roberts had
3 brothers - cne older than herself., They were all married with children
and lived very neer « she'd secen them all in the past weak,
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Altho' her hugsband!s 3 brothers and 2 aisters lived near
thejr hardly ever saw them - cne brother they hadn't seen for over 2 years.

Both Mr, and Mrs. Roberts had left school at 14. She married
when she was 18 and then when she was 37.

Haria went %0 a Comprehensive School in Peokhame. 8he was ina
class learning shorthand and typing and hoped to stay at school until she was
16 or 17 years old., She hadn't got any spare time jobs 'She'd like
to, but her father says no'. BShe was a great help in the house —
especielly in holiday time. Last year she'd had a holiday in Hastings
with the relatives of a school friemd. Shirley wnet to the ssme school and
wae quite clever. She wanted to be a pcliceﬁcﬁan but her mother was afrsid
she wouldn't be able to because she zore glasses. She had also had her first
holiday with friends in Bognor. 8he was a great help in the hcuse,

Robert was going to a Comprehensive scheool and hoped to stay on unsil
he's 16 or 17. Stephen went to the same sochool. He didn't help much '
because he was rather clumsy. Neither of the boys bad over had a holiday.
Lynn went avay with a cousin for a couple of weeks, She and Vioki both
went to Peckhan, -
Acoommodation

There were 8 rocms altogether - 3 on the ground fleer, 5 upatairss
They had a little kitchen adjcining the living rocm - this contained a gas
stove, sink and washing machine. She'd only got 2 kitchen cabinet to store
pfood in.  There was no bath in the house 'we just have a good mh dom*
an;i the lavatory was outsigpa. Her hueband Jo o in at thie point -bke
was working near and called in for a cup of tea. He sat and listened but
A1du*? say much. lMrs. Roberts answered my questions about who paid for -
what with very meaning locks in his direction. - 'It all ocomes cut of the
housekesping's They'd lived in the house since their second marriage - they
reated it from a private landlord for £2.9s. a week., She compleained spvout the
state the house was in - it was very damp and a lot needed doing to it but
the landlord didn't bother,

Hor mothker owned a house which she said her daughter could have -
it was worth£1000. Mras. Roberts wanted to sell it and use ths money %0
put a depesit down on a house, However her husband would have nothing to de
with it - it was hor money, not his and he wagn't going to touch it. Tre
house itself was for too small for the family to live in so it was no use
to them as it waa.

She'd like a2 nice garden - they'd cnly got 3 yard so during the
holidays the children felt very copsd up, it was too far to take the
children to the park every day.

Clothes
She alwaye paid cash for elothes. However she was given a lot
for herself and the ohilém by relativca. 'I haven't bought anything fer
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5 years for myself., Ly mother and sister are about the same size as me 80
thoy give me a let of thinga. - m friond next door keeps me in stoockings
look the pair I'm wearing now are porfect dut she didn't like the aolour

or semething?. In the past 3 months she'd only beught the youngest children
shoess They all had onoe good pair of shoes - the two eldest 2 paive..

Each child had a pair of plimsoles. 'We jJust hope the repairs come

in holiday time'., She found shoes wore out before they grew out of them.

Fuxniture,
They weren't buying anything on H.P, - her husband believed 4n

saving up for things and until you had emough monaey to pay for scmething
you Jjust went without. e saved up tegether te buy the washing machine -

- 1t took 3 years's. They had been given most of their furmiture 'Theret's

no point in having decent furnituwrewith young children - we'll wailt '#i11
they're oldert, ’

Zood. ‘
They had a very dull diet. She and her husband had tea for

‘breakfact, the ohildren had cersal t00. She and her husband had had

fried egg and bacon for lunch and for tea.ihe was going to have baked
potatees and apple tert. The apple tart was a treat - they didn't often
have 'afters'. Her husband on the other hand was having the braised steak
I'd seen her preparing. Howaever the ohildren always had an apple or orange
gvery day. At weckends they always had an H bone of beef whioh cost £1.

She thought she spent as much as 8/- on her husband's evening meal. Her
husband did the weekend shopping - she gave him £2 to buy oggs, fruit and the
meats She bought about €4 of groceries herself during the week 'I go round
all the out price chops's I sho had more money to spend on food she'd

buy different ocereals, better marg., more cakes and they'd have pudding every
day. She'd tried to keep up on food and didn't think she'd cut dewm on |
easentials, ‘

Sae: eto

Heither of them went cut in the evenings, Her husband had never
had a heoliday, she had cne 7 years ago. She'd not folt unwell for a long
time « 2 years ago sche'd had 'flu and her husband had stayed home to help with
things. He'd also helped when Pony was borh, She'd taken the childrsa
to the olinic cnoe a month until they were 3 years old.

She never had any help from relatives or neighbours as far as locking
after the ohildren otc. was ooncerned, Their support seemed to consist of
help with olothing etec. She rarely felt ill - two years ago when she had
'flu her husband stayed home to help.

If she noeded extra moncy suddenly she'd borrow from the
teleotric light memey' or would go without - she'd not borrow from anybody.
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Her husband gave her £13 housekesping money which she
insisted was not enough. She had made a list of everything she had
spent money on and proved that she always spent 3/~ a weak more then he’
gives her but he wouldn't take any notice. She was glad that I would be
interviewing him 'I expect you'll get a different atoryt. A As for
family allowances *I'm very grateful  we're luclq to get them's She
didnt't think that they should be larger or smaller, People who wanted
the allowance abolished 'They're people with fewer children or who are
working 8¢ they don't realise the expense'. When the last baby was bern
she'd found the maternity allowance gufficient. She had a pram and aome
clothes given her so she managed, |

She didtY say how bdig a family she hoped her children hade
B8he liked a large family *'They're something to live fer. If the money
was O.X, I'd havs a dozen more ®love children" !, However she said that
each ohild would like t0 be an only ohild. She thought the eost of foed

- was one of the biggest worries,

She didn8% think she'd like any more children tho' 'deesn't bother!
with any contraceptives and had never been to a family plamning clinie,

From what her husband told me 1ater I suspect sha leaves it all to him,

Before I left ehe showed me their front room. There was e nice
fire and comfortable looking tho! rather dilapidated 2 piece suite 'It's
all ready for viewingt,

Mr, Robertsg ‘ .
He was a tall,well bailt man = grey haired and a tather stern face.
He wes just 50 years old and loeked hié ageo )

He worked as a carpenter for Charles Gee and Company -~ working
mainly on the maintenance of hospitals end police stations. He earned about
£15 gross a week but just recently had started working at weekends earning

- 7/~ an hcur for 18 hours. This weekend work was in oonnection with special

houses built by Chas. Ges as showpieces. He was paid every 3 months for this -
50 at £6/6 extra a week this meant he'd be getting about €80 at a time,
On his ordinary job he was paid hourly and normally worked 45 hours.

He used 4o have savings but they were all taken up when he hed his
*tragedy'. His first wife died of cancer nearly 9 years age, leaving him
with 4 children under school age. Be insisted on keeping all of the children
but got no help from anybody to do this. When he applied for help they only
offered to take his children into care. If the children were ill he had te¢
take time off from work and as he was paid hourly this meant his earnings.were
considerably re@imeé. After his wife's death he had to miss 13 weeks work
altogether. He felt very bitter that he*d not received any help when he
needed it most., He'd paid insurance stamps for years but then when he needed
it couldn't get help., He talked a little of those who get assistance even thot
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they haven't contributed much - for example immigrants. He said he

often saw them in the police stations. However he wasn't anti-coloured
immigraﬁtq or againet helping them for he said he know and worked with some
fine people but it was the system he was against i.e. al system that didntt¢
help all those in need.

. He told me all about his wife's illness in great detail - how
she'd been ill for a time and then seemed to get better. Then one day he
came home to find her in a coma and the babies orying - one was still sitting
on her lap. They'd rushed her off %o hospital in Maida Vale but there was
little they ocould do. Her brain was affected and an operation was out of
the question tho! Mr. R. begged them to do something,

Ho'd stayed on in their council house and the children went to a
day nursery =.he paid according to his earnings which of course varied from
week to week. Even tho! they were ver&,young they helped with the housework
as much as possible. He would get a meal ready at lunchtime and they would A
light the stove and set the table. They did a little ironing and helped as much
as they could, Mr. Roberts talked of his children at this time with great
pride and rather regretted that Mra. Roberts didn't believe in expecting the
children to 40 much as she said it wasn't fair on them,

The advantage of having a large family was for him “They're an
asset in times of itrouble”, However he hoped his children wouldn't have
80 many as the cost of food, clothing, aceommodation etc. was so much, and the
world situation wasn't very hapry. He didn't want any more children at hia
age - he felt it would be irrespomsible at his age as his patience wasn'$

 what 1% was now he was getting older, He wanted peace and quiét when he

came home in the evenings and wanted to have undisturbed sleep at night,

For him having children and watching them grow up was like a
gardeney tending and nurturing precious plants,

He referred in passing to the question of housekeeping saying
he'd like to point out that altho' he always gives his wife exactly the
same amount every week if he'd had a good week with overtime etc. he'd buy
extras for the weekend - he often bought supper for them all ocn a Friday
for example,

He was about to tell me how he met his present wife - but got
no further than telling me they met at the day nursery when his wife and
2 of the children came in. Ilirs. Roberts looked at me ralther apprehensively
and smiled rather teo brightly. Hr. Roberts offered to make me & cup of
tea and the subjeot of his present marriage was dropped. He chatted gensrally
for a little while and asked me about the survey - he seemed quite interested
and wished me well,
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The Secotts live in s council house ¢n a big housing estate in
Billingham, Nrs. Scott greeted me with 'Hullo - are you from the Hatiomal
Health?' I explained that I was not dut she asked me just the same., She
didnt't seem at all concerned about the survey as a whole, but was quite ready
to answer question. She was a rather scraggy locking woman with blonde greasy
hair whioh she wore long and kept smoothing back off her face. She esat on the
edge of her chair all the time waiting eagerly for each question. The interview
tock place in the living rocm - thoy did have a front rocm which was kept 'nice!
but it was cold in there so with meny apologies she took me into the other reem,
There was lino on the floor with a rug in front of the new gas five, The
furniture was of peor quality bpt adequate,

Ihe family
The Scotts had 6 children - Graham 14, Roland 12, Laureen 9, Adrian 6,
Roysten 5 and Sheridan 1, Mr. Scott aged 41 was a crane driver,

She was obviously very fand of her childrem and gave me the impression
that Graham had been spoilt « perhaps as the rosult of his sponding a year in
hespitel when he was 3 years old. He had had whooping oough, bronchitis,
pouncnia and a collapsed lung. Ho always came home for lunch 'He won't eat
out! and if the baby was i1l he was very ready to stay home from school te help
his mother. 'I've boen a bit naughh,abcmt it and got into trouble with the
sehool - but what should I do? I know it's foolish to keep him awvay frem scheol
when he's backward but he doesn't like scheol and I have to go out to do the
shopping for lunch and I can't take a sick baby out too's On the other hand
she would have liked him to have gune to a Grammar School i.e. " a boster shhool™,

He would be leaving school when he was fifteen and wanted to wovk in a garages " o
Meanvhile to earn scme money he wanted to do a paper round but her husband said he
shouldnt because it meant net enly he would have to get up at $.30 s.m. but his
mother would too,

Roland was going to0 a Comprehensive School too - again she would have
preferred her to go to a Orammar Sohools Eoland was brighter than Graham and
hoped to stay on until 18 years old and beceme a policeman. When ke was 2 years
¢ld he was undernouriched because Mrs. Scott used to leave him with a neighbour
while she worked and this women didn't feed him properly. He was then too tired
to take his evening faeed, but it was 2 months befors lMras, Scott realised what the
matter was. Vhen he was T hddapent 4 momths in hospital with inflammation of the
brain and a year later had a bad abscess behind his ear which meant another menth
in hoaspital,

Laureen hoped t0 g¢ to Grammar School aceording to !irs, Scott - she
was seednd in her form. Apart from breaking her leg when she was 6 she'd not
had any serious illnesses. She was having piano lesscns which cost her mother
5/- a week,
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Royston didn't have any peouliarties neither did Adriem, They
both attended the Local Primary School. Sheridan was home of course, He asat
cn his mother's knee most of the interview tho' he got a bit restless towards
the end. He was probably not used to his mother sitting down fer 80 long.

The children all gogt sweets 'The lollyman is a worry'. They all
had comics adwell as pocked momey. She tried to give the older ones extra if she
had the money. Similarly if Pad had had a good week he gave them & bit extra.

Later in the interview Mra. Seott told me Graham was on probation
for housebreaking with another boy 'I didn't mean to tell you « but it's out now.
The probation officer is a very nice man and comes to see him once a fortnightf,
His tompanion in crime! had been a boy from an approved school and Mrs. Scott
implied Graham had been led astray by this bey.

Mre. Scott's father who had been a leather worker had died during the
war, Her mother lived only % hours journey away but she only saw her 3 tines
a year bocause of the fares. She had 9 brothers and sisters but didn't see any
of them often. Her husband's father lived near and they'd seen him in the las¢
week, His mother died 4 years ago, MNr, Scott had 6 sisters - 2 of whem lived
- near but weren't seen much. Both Mr. and Mrs., Scott left scheel at 14,

Acéommadatim .

The Scotts had been living in their present house for a year, They
had 3 bedrooms and 2 living rooms. Altho' they had a bath there was no wash basin.
Praviously they'd been living in an L.C.C. flat which only had 2 bedrooms but 1%
did have better amenties and it wasn't damp. She wasn't in rent arrears at the
moment but had been in the past. '

She'd like more room s8¢ that the 4 boys could be split between2 rooms
instead of being altogether and Laureen could stay on her own., At the moment
Sheridan had a cot in his parent's room. Altho! during the wdek they ate
at different times on Sundays they all ate together.

Clothes :
She got a lot of clothes at jumble sales and the rest she bought from

a clothing club. She paid at least £2/week to the club. As for shoes *The
Boys need a new pair of shoes every 3 weekas - it's these fashion shoes they den't
last?,
Burnitupe

The cocker, gas fire and washing machine were paid for quarterly.
They were buying 3 beds on H.,Ps Graham had made his own bicycle. However she
wasn't going to buy any more furniture in the near future. !'I don't worry about
furniture because with children you can't keep everything perfect. If I had
more money to spend Y'd spemd it on food, Last week they had a piece of haddeek
but they could have eaten more of it - I'd love to be able to just go out and’
cook another big pilece and give it them®,
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Food
She had 5 pints of milk a day but during the week bought 10 - 12

extra pints at the shop and 4 pints frow the milk machine. She never bought
food at the oclinic - the children didn'4 like clinioc orange julce. She thought
she apent about 6/- a day on meat. If she had more money to spend om focd
sho'd buy much more fruit, fish and Rice Orispies, She didn't seem to have a
very adequats diet - tea for breakfast, a cocked lunch but only teast for supper
tI don't feel hungry often',

Outside Activities atfiy
She never went out and her husband hadn't been out in the last

fortnight. She never stayed in bed when she was ill and when Sheridan was bora
her husband had stayed at home to lock after the children. 'I got up after 3
days - I pretended I was ready., I'd have liked someone to lock after the
children - to cook and wash',

During the school holidays the boys did a lot of her shopping -
especially at the supermarket. Her neighbours didn't help with shopping or the
children but they did lend her money. Every weaek she borrowed &2 from the
next door neighbour 'It's like & big cycle every week - you keep heping you'll
get out of it but you just gc on from one week to the next just the same’.

S8he was hoping to get a job when Shoridan was old enought to go to school -
"Anything - cooking, eleaning, washing - just s0 long as I can earn some moneyY,
However her husbsnd waesn't keen on her going out to work. *'I was all set to go
out to work when Royston was ocoming up for school. Then I foll for Sheridan -
it was his fault - I think he 4id it to keep me at home",

She thought family allowances were a 'great help® and allbf it
except 10/~ which went towards the rent was spent on food. However she didn't
think they ought to be any bigger 'l wouldn't be greedy - it's only foreigners
that grumble. After all we're not entitled to it and then we get the maternity
allowance as well'. She thought if she was werking and therefore earning
gome money she miight join those who thought family allowances ought %o be
abolished. She had no definite opinion as to whether the allowance should be
graduated according to the age of the child. When Sheridan was born she had
tried to get a little extra from the NHaticnal Assistance Board but without succeas.
Instead her father lent her £10,

She hoped her children would have a smaller family unlese they had a
lot more meney. The main disadvantages of a large family were the cost of
everything, However she loved the companienship e large family provided - fer
herself it seems more than the children. ‘'At Ohriatmas it's great fun - they
all get their little presents for me and I have to pretend mot to notice vhere
they'v ehidden things, It was lovely yesterday they all sent me Valentine Cavds
- oven their Dad who's never sent cne before thought he ought to go and get cne'.
She was obviously a soft-hearted woman bordering on the edge of spoiling the
ohildren. She didn't like to rofuse them anything - this came ocut in her
attitude towards foed - she wanted more money to spend on their faveurite
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foods rather than the feedA they needed most,

If she were starting married life again she'd only have 2 children.
She hoped she wouldn't have any more but wasn't doing anything to see she didn't.
She had been to the elinic for a year but had given up using the contraceptive
they advised 'It's mesey « it made me feel sick ~ I didn't like itfY.

Mra. Scott didn't ask many questions about the survey - she obviocusly
Just enjoyed talking about herself., A kind woman but nat a good manager and
not always as senaible as she might be, On lMondays ehe usually cleaned the
bedrocms but didn't mind at all being prevented from doing 80, ‘'It's nice
t0 sit down and have a chat',




Mr and Mrs Siffleet, 6 children., Interview: 2 hrs.,

Mr. Siffleet was at home recovering from a cold and Mrs Siffleet
had taken the opportunity to go out shopping while he was around to look
after the children. It was half-term and all the children except the
eldest were home; He asked me to come back a little later when his wife
would be home and they would have finished lunch. This I did, and had a
chance to talk to his wife while she and the children finished washing up.

The family
Mrs. Siffleet was a very friendly woman, large and motherly tho'

not fat. She was neatly dressed (her thick stockings I discovered later

were worn for practical reasons, she could not afford to keep buying the
thinner ones she preferred). She was very anxious to talk about her problems
and how she felt about having six children. It appeared that. the last baby
had been 'a surprise' for after Jacqueline, the fifth child, they had given
away the pram and all their baby clothes, This last baby had upset Jacqueline
who had become a very difficult child to manage ever since its arrival,

Mrs., Siffleet said she tried to give the children a lot of attention
individually but found this difficult sometimes., She was sure some women
were much better mothers than others and she felt she was not cut out to be

a mother,

Frances, the eldest child (12) went to a Convent School at
Greenwich and hoped to stay on until she was 17 or 18 and then become a
nurse, She helped a little in the house, her mother thought she might help
more when she was older, Her sister, aged 9, went to a Roman Catholic
primary school, and Mrs, Siffleet told me the buildings were old and the
lavatories were outside. However she added that a lot of schools were like
this so she shouldn't grumble too much. She used to pay half price for
schoocl meals for all of them but since this year they had had to pay the
full amount, Tfje Education Department had explained they wer e
borderline case and couldn't help them. Mrs, Siffleet found £1 each week
for dinner money a lot and thought she could provide a mid-day meal for all
of them much more cheaply. School uniforms too, were a problem. Gillian
had had to have a new outfit last September and allbo' she had managed to
make nearly all of it, items like school blazers had to be bought and these
were expensive,

Mrs. Siffleet was an only child and Mr.Siffleet had only one sister.
His father had died when Mr, Siffleet was only 2 years old. The two eldest
children had spent a holiday with their aunt last summer. Mrs.Siffleet's
mother had previously owned the house they were now living in and altho'

she had only moved a short way a way wasn't seen much by the family.
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"Between you, me and the gate post she% got a bit of a religious mania"
said Mrs, Siffleet. This meant that her mother was very involved in
doing good works for the church for all to see but not interested in
helping out her daughter which would be a 'hidden' form of service., Mrs,
Siffleet had stayed on at school till she was 17 years old and then worked
as a secretary for seven years until she married., Mn Siffleet had left
school at 16 and was now working as a draughtsman.

Accommodation

- The family had been living in the house for over six years but
until 2 years ago had had only three rooms. Then her mother, who was living
in the rest of the house decided to sell it. and Mr,Siffleet offered to buy it.
(Appawently he had to suggest this - her mother didn't offer it to him).

They had managed to get a full mortgage which they wanted to pay off in ten
years. They had rejected a 20 year mortgage because in the long run this
would have meant paying a lot more. However, neither of them seemed to have
éonéidered that the biggest financial demands in other respects would be

made on them in this periocd also. As it was they had had £430 in the bank

2 years ago, now they only had enough for the next mortgage payment (£34)

and Mrs, Siffleet spent £4 a week more than Mr.Siffleet gave her, every week,
The house had been in a bad state of repair and since they bought it they
had spent £250 on repair and decorations. Mrs, Siffleet complained too
about the waste of space in the house - too many passages. This also meant
it was mofe difficult to heat. However they were very glad to have more
room - previously they had had only 3 rooms (for the seven of them) and -

not surprisingly} - Mrs.Siffleet said there had hardly been room to move,
Teo of the girls were sleeping in a double bed, tho!' they owned bunk beds

but had not enough blanket to be able to use them,

Clothes

Mrs.Siffleet never bought second-hand clothes., She always paid
cash for clothes and tried to economise by buying in the Sales., However
she never had enough money to buy all the bargains she saw and needed., She
also bought remnants of materiasl and made a lot of the children's clothes,
Her family allowances were drawn once a week and she tried to put these
towards buying clothing,

She bought each child 2 pairs of shoes a year tho' Jacqueline
was needing a pair svery 3 months (at 25/- a pair). She bought Clarks shoes
(cost £2) as this was the only way of knowing the shoes would fit well and
would last. She told me cheaper shoes were a false economy as they wore out
before the children had grown out of them. As for repairs - they just hoped
they'd be able to be done in the school holidays.
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Mrs. Siffleet obviously missed being able to buy things on
impulse. As she put it she "looks étra.ight ahead and walks past
the special offer of stockings at 2/11d.". Not being able to have her
hair done regularly was also something she regretted. She héad obviously
recently had it done, tho' she expla.med. later this was the first time
for 3 or 4 months and she had to do something about her hair 'cos it was
too long and allcover the place., 'I felt a terrible mess'.

Ownership of durables etc.
The Slffleet's house was nicely furnished and they were not buying

any of their furniture on H.P. or on oredit. They would have liked a car

but couldn't possibly afford one. Mrs. Siffleet said she'd also like a nanny,
tho'! she realised that was wishful thinking, When the children were all

at school she was going to get some kind of typing job.

M‘l’
4 Mr.-Siffleet was spending £8 a week on food at least. She did

not like cooking very much tho'! was always .pleé.sed to get compliments on a good
meal. The drudgery of all the preparation got her down - peeling 40 lbs.

of potatoes a week for example. The children were not yet old enough to be

of real assistance. They always had cereal in the mornings for breakfast,

but she couldn't give them any variety. Also she would like to give

them bigger breakfasts instead of say one piece of toast of one piece of bacom.
The children always took an apple to school. She wished gshe could buy more
fruit, vegetablesi (especially salad stuff) and eggs. A&'bhe" she couldn't
afford to buy more milk and the children had to go without a drink before

going to bed., She didn't get suppér as soon as the children got home from
school because they would then get hungry before they went to bed. Instead
she made them wait until 5,30 or 6 p.m. She only had a snack herself at
lunch, sometimes when the neighbour was looking after Jacqueline, she'd also

give her lunch.

Outside actiyities and contacts,
Neither of them went out in the evenings and they'd not had a

holiday for 5 or 6 years. She missed the holidays they used to have because
they were always a rest for her. They used to stay in a hotel for a fortnight.
If she felt ill she usually 'managed'. 18 months ago when she was ill with
pneumonia and she'd gone into hospital, Paul stayed with her mother, Jackie
went to her Aunt and the other childred coped with father. Wﬁen the last
baby was born her husband had taken a few days leave - she was only away a week
in any case., She would have liked g‘o‘fw&p ore ‘ihe baby was born, during
those times when she felt poorly,q During the actual birth her hsuband managed
quite well but beforehand she would have loved someone to have helped with the
cooking and washing., She had to do three big washes a week and never got

to bed before 1 a.m. 6 Before the winter she went to the clinic every month

but couldn't manage &" of them now. She wished her mother was more
interested in helping her and altho! her neighbour sometimes looked after
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Jackie she always felt she had 'to wait until she offered to help'.

Attitudes

She collects her family allowance weekly and said she couldn't
manage without them. She didn't complain about their size but if the
increase in cost of living were taken into account they ought to be £1
a week, It would also help if the allowance were bigger for older children
as clothes etc. were so much more expensive later on. The last baby was
'a surprise! and they(d given away the pram etc. However her sister-in-law
lent her things and her neighbour helped. Before the baby was born they
had only been paying half price for school meals - this helped. Now
the cat could only have Kit-E-Kat not Neu='tit-bits! She didn't smoke
and had stopped having her hair done regularly.

Large families were all right 'if you can manage' but it was 'a lot
of wear and tear'. However large familes were 'the catholic way of life!
so she accepted what came. She would have liked 4~ohildren and she told
me the children all said they only wanted omeor two childrem. She
obviously felt she'd lost her independance by having so many children and I
think she of getting a joh as soon as the youngest was at school
in order to get away from the house as well as t0 earn some money.
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Mr, Stabler
Mr. Stabler was expecting me as I'd made an appointment to see him,

I'm gure his wife had recounted in great detail the interview she'd had with me,
Mr, Stabler was a pleasant man - very helpful not not such a chatterbox as his
wife, He had the loock and manner of a bank official - the solid, dependable
type wearing a smart dark grey suit.

There were soveral items lirs. Stabler had been unable to tell me
because her husband dealt with the finances of the family. The house they were
buying on a mortgage covered by an endowment policy - the Bank of England
has a apeoyial acheme for its employees. He didn't tell me the rate of interest
-« he didn't want to.

His net salary was £100 a month (£2,160). Last year he'd had a 38
rise, His normal working week was 35 hours. He thought family allowances
‘are about the right size, If they were larger they'd be abused and if they
wore smaller they wouldn't be much use', He didn't think they should be aboliched
altogether tho's You have to be sure not 100 much responsibility is taken away
from parents', He didn't have strong feelings cn the subjects e

In the lant year hiy wife had cashed £100 of building scoiety shares
'They went into the family kitty Just to keep things going'. However he thought
bis finanoial position was ne worse than it had been a year ago 'The ocost of
living has gone up but then my salary has too, it's just about kept pace®, He
didn't smoke and only spent 2/- a week on the 'Parish Peola' - still last summer
his wife had won £9,

He found the question on the size of family he hoped for his children
very diffioult to answer 'Y think the same but I don't know - it depends on
the oircumstances. I don't know what conditioms will be like in 20 years time's
Po start with he couldn't think of any dicadvantsges in having a large family. |
'They're minimal - Y wouldn't like to emphasise them. A large family has mainly
advantages', These advantages were: 'They get the corners rubbed off and 80
gocially they find it easier to mix well with others. The children, probably
don't think it's an advantage to be told 'you can't have that now - you'll have to
wait! but I think loocking back they'll realise this was a gocd thing'. As for
advantages to the parants 'You have a better chance of being looked after when
you're elds I know this is probably a selfish reason but itts true just the
same', Later on when I was talking gemerally to both of them Hirs, Stabler said
she'd thought of a very basic disadvantage of having a large family and after
considering it Mr. Stabler agreed and thought I should put it down as the cne
disadvantage. This was as Mrs. Stabler put it 'When the oldest child is over 10
years old there's tco wide a range of interest so the husband and wife have to
split -« one to loeck after the older children cns the younger. 1'd like the
ability to join in with the older children's activities. For example when my
husband takes them to Wales at Baster I'd like to go too but we just can't take
the 1little cnes so I have to atay with them',
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Hr. Stabler had quite a lot to say about family planning, Pirst
he pointed out there was a distinction between contraception and family
planning - he wasn't against family planning and the Church wasn't either.
However he found the present review of the Churche¢ts attitude towards methods
of family planning 'disturbing". 'I've been brought up with the idea that
contraception is immoral - I still hold that'. I asked him whether he would
eonsider using the Pill if the Church found it acceptable. He thouéht ne
would find it acoceptable if 1% was used only to regulate the pericd so one
could use tha t*safe periocd® more successfully but net if it was used to
prevent ovulation. However he wouldn't commit himself very firmly ~- he just
gaid het'd *wait for the Church's a&thority"‘:. He thought the Church might
change ite mind and said if it did so it would be mainly in response to the
widespread fear of overpopulation. However he didn't take such an 'alarmist
view' of the situaticnm,

Both Mr. and Mrs. Stabler were interested in the survey as a whole
and asked about the lower income families and how they managed. Mrs. Sgabler
asked whether many of them smoked and had a telly - obviously these were two
things she thought 'sensible' people would econcmise em. However I pointed out
that psople who never had evenings out, never had a holiday and literally had teo
watch every penny they spent deserved some form of escape or relaxation. She
agreed with this and added that she'd found television a great boon thet it
was difficult to supervise the childrents viewing as much as she'd like,

Their T.V. was in the playrooin and the evening I was there the children were
wetching *The Great War'., 'It's a harrowing thing but I think it's good for
them to see it?,

As for being confined to the house she said that she didn'*t have to
go out at all - she could have everything delivered but she felt she ought to
go out, (She'd missed the point that there's a difference between staying in
by choice and staying in by necessity)s -

She'd been very thrilled to have our letter asking her to take part
in the survey and was very surprdsed we hadn't had s higher response rate.
She  told me at great length about an aunt of hers who had been an almoner and
had tried to persuade her to do sooisj work when she was younger. At that time
she felt she was too young and immature to do that kind of work tho' shetd
alvays been interested in social problems, She told me she was a supporter
of the Liberal Party ~ her husband wasn't. She hoped in 15«20 years time theretd
be a strong Liberal Party,

Mr., Stabler gave me a 1ift to the station in their big dormobile -
‘we grew out of our femily cart,
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- 8th March 10.45 a.m.
‘ @)

Mrs, Wgight Interview: 2 hours

Mrs Weight's flat was ?agg—y-recogniaable ﬂ::- there were
several pairs of wellingtons Moutside the door. She had just
finished her washing when I called, and she was in the kitchen talking to the
woman from the flat above. Three of the children were home, watching
the telly. Mrs Weight was very pleased and excited about the survey 'I
want my name in prlnt - you can quote me, I'11 g;ve you some'.
" "’——_The Familx -

s She had six children living with her, the two oldest live in
homes for maladjusted children and had been there for ten years. Of the
six children with her, one was also maladjusted and one of the girls was
epileptic and 'hyper‘cv&“;' . Mrs Waight was married for the first
time when she was 18% years old (in 1949) and was separated from her
husband nine years later in 1958. She married again in 1960 and since then
had had 3 more children. Her eldest boys (éged 13 and 12) were taken away by
the 'Cruelty Man' because her husband kicked‘her out and she refused to go
to a reception centre. Jeffrey, the eldest was at a boarding school
for maladjusted children and had passed the 11+ - the only boy from the
home ever to do so. His brother Laurie apparently had an I.Q. of 120+
but had failed his 11+ because he wouldn't work for it. David who was 11
had done very well at school and she was hoping he'd go to Wolverstone Hall,
in Suffolk (a boardlng Grammar school) because he was g ing to have an !
tacademic career'., David obviously helped a great deal in the home and
often saw to the younger children's breakfe$t if Mrs Waight wasn't back
from work. His godmother was the Probation Officer who had helped
Mrs. Waight during her separation from her first hsuband. Every year he
spent 2 weeks holiday with her im Somerset, the other children taking it
in turn to go with him. | He belonged to the children's book club - his
mother paid his subscription #&" also sang in the church choir (the family
were 'High Chmrch' and went every Sunday to church). @ Michael had been
going to the same school agv until last November but his headmaster
had found him too difficult and disturbing for the other children to keep him,.
He was waiting to go %0 a day school for maladjusted children but meanwhile the
only schooling he was getting was a weekly tutorialiclass. He was darker
than the other children and was very sensitive about this apparently.
When I remarked this wasn't very noticeable Mrs., Waight said 'You don't know
Wapping'. Rosemary, his sister had been going to nursery school but was also
too difficult to manage and they had not been able to keep her either. She
was taking ph¢nobarbitone and other sedatives as she
was hyper Kekikie as well as epileptic but as Mrs. Waight put it
'Youmn't repress everything'. During the first year of her life she spent
8 months in hospital with dysentry. Mrs. Waight didn't make it clear whether
the eldest boys had been removed from home because her husband had left her
-nd she had not got adequate accommodation etc. or because they were always

very disturbed children. She always talked in terms of her family of 6
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children and téié#me Jeffrey never came home and tho'! Laurie did
occasionally it upset the other children especially Michael. Before
they had moved into their present flat (3 years ago) they had been in
Norwood House an L.C.C. 'Rest Hqusg' for 2 years where she had to live
apart from her second husband. (\éb'neither the children of her first nor
the children of her second marriage had had a stable home life for the
first few years of their lives,

Accommodation

They had been living in an L.C.C. flat for 3 years, before that
they had been in Norwood House( paying £6.2.6. a week). The rooms were
rather untidy and there were piles of washing (clean}) everywhere 'The
latest in sideboard decoration' said Mrs Waight pointing to the pile on
the sideboard. The living rooms had been decorated at Christmas tho!'
it did not look like it now. Michael had 'done a Piccasso on the walls!'
as Mrs Waight put it. Altho' untidy, the flat was not dirty.

Mrs. Waight disagreed with the recent 'Which' report which
stated that the cheapest way to do one's washing was to send it to the
laundrette. She had an automatic washing machine and wouldn't be
without it. She did sent blankets to the laundrette., Both gas and
electricity were paid for by a slot meter - husband had to contribute
because Mrs. Waight 'never has shillings when he's around - I'm not
stupid'. She didn't use an electric fire, she was a£a&ad of accidents
with the children,

She would ratheé have a three bedroomed house than a 4-bedroomed
fla@?‘&:s:{ly the room are bigger. She'd love to have a garden and be
able to grow things in it., As it is she has a window box, potplants and
cacti. She'd also like two living rooms so that she could keep one nice
for visitors. When the eldest boy (meaning David) was settled i.e.
certain of going to Wolverstone Ea1£,she was going to apply for a transfer
to the country.

Food

Mrs. Waight seemed to provide quite an adequate diet for the
family, and also shopped wisely. She did her shopping in New Cross at
a wholesale butcher for the meat and at a big supermarket for the rest
of her groceries, She went over on Friday often with her neighbour
who had a car and could bring the things home for her. She'd like to buy
more salads and more cheese (they have 1% lbs a week). On Wednesday
during Lent they didn't eat meat and on Fridays they always had fish -
'You have o set an example to the childremn', In the school holidays
the children went off to the I§ycentre and she packed them up few a
lunch each - 'so they're not on at my earhole for money all day'.
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Clothes
‘ She was an agent for a mail order clothing club and earned £5/month
this way. She 'let it keep' and collected it about every 6 months.
At the moment she was trying to put money by for David's uniform, sports
equipment etc. for Wolverstone Hall. She tried to buy clothes the
children needed in advance, When asked about father's clothes
she said 'I don't buy anything for Dad on principle - you can quote that'.
She explained that he won't tell her what he earns so she-didn't really know,
but a little while ago she found an old wage emvelope in hé§ dressing
gown pocket., #It was silly of him to have left it there, so I looked -
it said £31, I didn't say anything but I was very anm.‘ Apparently he
gives her £15 housekeeping and that has to comer everything for herself
and the children.
Furniture etc,

They had bought quite a few things oa}.kl?. but were only paying
for the washing machine at the moment, She'dhhave some carpets on the floor
to deaden the noise because the neighboursunderneath were always complaining.
She quite understood - she wouldn't like 6 young children on top of her -
"but you can't keep children quiet all the time",

Outside A¢tivities ' dr b

Mrs. Waight went to the mother's club at the &kimde once a
fortnight apart from that she didn't go out. Asked whether her husband.
ever took her out - fAre you joking - if Mum pays he might'. He works
till 8 p.m. or 9 p.m. every night 'so he says' 'He's a picture addict'. She
last had & holiday in 1946, Asked if she could managed to stay in bed
if she felt ill she said no she 'just struggled up'. Michael was very
difficult and to calm her nerves a bit the fsychiatriat had given her some
tablets too. When the last baby was born Dad had had 5 weeks off and
he managed 0.,K. (He didn't get paid during this time). She took the baby
to the clinic once a fortnight - 'thered a nice doctor there!,

Help from neighbours etc.,

This question revealed that two years ago her husband had been
to prison for 3 months for indecently assaulting a little girl at the pictures,
Apparently this had happened before but she'd known nothing about it.
Unfortunately one of her neighbours sons had been in court on the same day
and ever since then they'd have nothing to do with the Waights. Only
'the lady upstairs' who had a car and helped Mrs. W. with the shopping is
friendly. The Church helps quite a bit - the Sisters give them clothes
sometimes, She was still in touch with the Probation Officer in Somerset
and whenever she had a problem she would write to her for advice. She
and her mother (in Liverpool) "agreed to disagree" and s0 was no support&o..'\w,
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Attitudes.,

‘ Mrs. Waight worked 18 hours a week as an office cleaner
for which she got £5. She hopes "my girls won't have to go office
cleaning"., "The money I earn is Kate's" she said,‘hut in fact it got
spent on the children., Pointing to the laddered pair of stockings she
was wearing she explained she felt guilty if she bought a pair of nylons
because the same money would have bought a pair of socks for one of the
children, She collected family allowances weekly 'I'm sorry to say!
'cos she'd like to be able to Bave them. Asked whether family allowances
vere big enough she said 'Yes -~ I'm grateful for small mercies!, If she
were b lady M.P.! she wouldn't make family allowances bigger but she would
"introduce a standard rate of housekeeping based on a husband's money and the
number of children". She obviously resented her husband keeping nearly
as much money himself as he gave her for the seven of them. Still she
shouldn't complain t00 much he didn't drink "and doesn't wallop me now -
he used to". The only money she spends for her own pleasure went to a
book club and a record club - she didn't smoke,

She couldn't say whether she hoped her children had aslarge a
family - that was up to them. She did hope they'd stay together,as one
of the main advantages of belonging to a large family was "there's always
someone to0 help in times of troubk". She obviously missed the support
brothers and sisters might have given her during the considerable trouble
she'd had one way and another.tho' she seemed a very self-sufficient woman.
The disadvantages of a large family were that one was 'considerably poorer!
and it was difficult to cope with them all, 'It's Mum this and Mum that
all day 1-ng. I feel choked by demands sometimes I could throttle themabut
that feeling only lasts a second, mind". She'd probably have as many children
if she were starting married life again but would try and space them better.
Her husband. wouldn't use contraceptives and if she used them, she'd have to
buy all the necessary equipment etc, She didn't think much of the rhythm
method 'you can't put a timetable on one's urges, that is if you've any left
after so many children',

After the last baby she had been sterilised, her husband had
agreed at the time but was regretting it now. She felt it ought to be the
wife's decision solely "after all she has to bear and look after the childrenm".
Her husband "is one of those men who think a woman should only be interested
in her home and her children" so "to keep é:; tied down" had made sure
she had children, She felt sure he was regretting his decision to let her
be sterilised 'cos he was afraid as the baby got older she might find time
to do other thingd, This was silly she said as she had her hands as full
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ag they could be now and things wouldn't be easier for a long time,
She was glad she couldn't have another baby as she 'had had enough. éI
don't want to get like a cabbage'’

Mrs Waight seemed quite an intelligent woman and in many

ways very competent. However, she obviously lacked the emotional

security a happy home would have given her (her father died during‘the
war, she obviously didn't get on well with her mother or half-brother).

No doubt her experiences during her first marriage hadn't helped her - or the . '

children of that marriage.



Wilkingen

The older children were playing football outside - they
live at the end of a lame 80 there was little danger of traffic,
Er, Wilkinson was expecting me as I'd written to say I was coming.
He was an average sized man - clean shaven and hair neatly cembed
backe He was wearing two 0ld jumpers and an 0ld pair of trousers,

He earned £16 gross, £15 net a week. Por this he worked
45 hours, A year ago he was only getting £14/13 net.

'Family allowances are a big help - I'd feel the pinch if they
were abolished, I dom't know whether they should be a lot more or
not « I think if the Government had more money to give around I wouldntt
say it should be given to family allowances'. As for including the first
ohild *'I don't see why the first child shouln't be included - I dont't
know the economic reasomns for not including them. Of course,
family allowances were stepped up after the war because they wanted
people to have bigger families - we kept reading in the paper about how
in a few years time there'd be a lot more old people. I think family
allovances are an investment for the country - think of the taxes and
80 my children will be paying when they grew up'. I asked whether
he yot teased at work about his 6 children 'Oh yes - but It's like water
off a duck's back. It's one of our figroest ‘srguments”, He told me
about his barber who used to go on at great length about how dneedful it
was that people should have & large family. ‘He forgets to' that
when he just out my hair he'd only got 3/6d now I take the two boys
and he gets 10/-. = So It's good for business that's what I mean about it
being a good investment for the countxy?.

Heo'd been left a small inheritance of £300 very recently. BHe
hadn't actually received it yet but he was going to put most of it inteo the
new P.0s savings at 5%, They would :mpend £50 - £60 on holiday this
Yyear but the rest would be used up gradually helping the boys stay on
at school. He won £10 cn the horses last week and that money had
paid off the rest of the money owing on Christopher's Spanish holiday,

He didn't think Christopher was going to benefit much from this holiday
tHe'll be glad to be home so I suppose he'll appreciate us mors - but

I don't think he'll get much out of the holiday itselft, MNrs. W. had
won 25/~ on the Lincoln. Altogether they spent 10/- on the'Church
football®, He was supporting the Church because 5/- of that 10/

went straight into the Church's building fund. He'd won £21 a couple

of summers ago 'so you don't lose anything by giving!s He thought all in
all he probably won more than he spent in a season « beside he liked the
excitement of it,

He hoped his children had more than 1 or 2 children, 'The
more the merrier, depending on their financial statust, He thought the
advantages of a large family were *You've got less time to worry about
your own troubles, They're a lot of hard work when they're young
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but they'll be a lot morse help when they're older. They pull each
other to pieces and aquabble a lot when they're together but that's
not a bad thing,

As for the disadvantagess 'When they're young I'm very
raluctant to get cut of bed at 2 in the morning to go up to them -
thet's the first thing. You can't go out as much as you'd like to
tho' we do go out sometimes. Last week after the meeting up at the
school ve went and had supper in a restaurant'. Disadvantages to the
children were that !'You haven't alwvays got the time and energy to
devote to them as much as you'd like to, Besides you don't always
feel inclined te give it'. However he'd have the same number of
childron again in fact 'I would have like 7, but my wife's got othor

ideas., After all the wife's the one who's got 40 have themf',

He had quite a lot t6 say about birth control. 'The Church
has begun to realise it wants to be brought up to date an this questiom.
If the Church ssid it was alright and it was proved the Pill had no side
offects I'd use its I leave it to the Church because I haven't got an
infinite amount of time to study and read about the question - that's their
30’5., If someone brings a pair of shees in to be mended I like to be
left to get on with it not told 'I want this done this way and that
anothert - it's my job to know', He went on to say that they did use a
form of birth control 'the safe pericd' where one uses 'free will!
not any mechanical means,

Re thought his financial position was about the same as last
year 'It's no different because althe' I've had a rise the cost of
living has gone up'. His wife joined us at this point and she thought
that they kept their heads sbove water and got by,  There were a lot
of things they couldn't do but they appreciated the little ocutings they
did have. For example a couple of Sundays ago they all went for a
picnic in the fiolds along by the camal 'It's not much really, just packing
up a bit of tea but the children were very thrilled. Wetll go again vhen
we have ancther nice Sundsy'. He asked me whesher fiis wife had $0ld me
she never went out - *she does you know'. Mrs. W, laughed and said she
hod told me about her evenings out, Mr. W. explained that he got froe
cinema tickets gometimes because !'the guv'nor! advertised 2 of the
cinemas in his shop and they sent him free tickete. IMr, ¥ and another mate
were the only two at work who wore interested in the tickets so they often
got them., ‘Mind you, thare's a lot of things that aren't worih seeing -
next week therets a Norman Wisdom film sc the boys will go to thast. e
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He teased his wife abeut liking jumble sales - quite apart from the
fact she picked up things for the children at them. Sha'd got a
little dress to alter for Ann at the moment,

Hr, W, had a lot to say about the telly 'It's rather a
ocurse really. But in the summer theftdrather play outside so they
don't want to watoh it so much. They have such awful adverts - on
Sundaye in the middle of a children's programme they advertise women's
foundstion garments - the children know ths adverts. off by heart - 1
think it's all wrong to have an advert like that ocn a ghildren's
programme’, Still they did have some good programmes - he'd

. watched a programme about Poverty in the U.S. enlittle while ago

'We live like princes ccmpared with some of those families tho'! a

lot of people would think we have to go without a lot'. He thought
that altho' they wouldn't have lots of things they made up for it in
other ways and appreciate the things thoy did have much mere.

Hre, We would like new furniture and a better home tho' while the
children were young and had !jamay fingers' there'd be no point in
having nice furniture. They both scemed quite contented and satinfied
with 1ife and appeared very fond of the children. Iir. W. had been
brought up in a convent until he was 13 as his father died whem he

was only 4 years old and then he spent a year in @Gloucestershire at
another convent vhere he learnt to be a shoe mender 'That was the
happiest year of my life', Iirs. W. had beern evacuated to Chalfont 3¢,
Giles in the war and liked the country, too. 8She'd like to be able to
visit her siater in Australia but lmew that wouldn't be possible for a time.
Both of them had a lot of friends and relatives living near., Uhile I
was there 'Uncle Doug.' came to see them, His wife Kath, does Mrs. W's
hair for her once a week and they'res cbvicusly great buddies. Kath
has started working at a faotory very near and has lunch with Mr. and
¥ro. We every day, »

I was intreduced to 'Uncle Doug' and they insisted I stayed
a bit longer and had a chate IMr. W. told mo right at the end that his
wife hadn't wanted t» send the card back but He'd heard of the Londcn
School of Economios snd mever thought he'd have such close contact with it
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