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STANDARDS OF LIVING IN THE UNITED KINGDOM
916766

Housing and Living Facilities
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Name of Interviewer.

Date(s) of interview(s).....

or contacts

Form of introduction

SERIAL
NUMBER

Length of interview(s)

Total actual interviewing time

“ My name is X. I'm from Essex/London University. Wg're preparing a report (writing a book) about standards of living in
Britain today and how families manage. We think it’s unp(_)rtant for the Government and everyone else to know what the
facts really are. We’re hoping to talk to about 3,000 families throughout the country and I'd be very grateful if you could
help us by answering some questions. All our information is, of course, strictly confidential.”

SUMMARY : COMPLETE AFTER INTERVIEW

1. Interview carried out
at first call
at second call
at third or later call

Which sections were answered

2. Information for household _

— complete skip to Q. 3
incomplete—answer 2a

(a) Sections Housing
incomplete Employment

Occupational
Income
Assets
Health
Soc. Services
Inc. in kind
Style of living

(b) Reasons if incomplete

—ill/disabled
does not know
information
unwilling to give
information
other (specify)

~O K X IS] coNcamw- ><® =

in whole or in part by which
persons on the household?

Informant

2nd member

AS LISTED
IN QAIRE
(Some Sections

listed twice)

Other (specify)

Write
Section
1, 2, 3, etc.

,

5. Number of other households
at address ——————————>

None

13
g @’ 9
14

/

(2) @

ezt )

6. Household living on

ground
basement floor
1st floor

2nd floor

3rd floor

4th floor

5th or above
Specify

Answer
6a

(a) Is there a lift in the
building? Yes
No

Semi or detached house
or bungalow
Ter. h’se or bungalow
Self-con. flat in block
Type of  Self-con. flat in house
Accomm. Self-con. flat attached
to shop/business
Room(s): furnished
Other (specify)

Is there an internal or external

flight of at least 4 steps or
stairs to the dwelling entrance?

Yes
No




Does the house/flat have any structural defects?

rising damp, damp walls or ceilings
loose brick-work/plaster

roof which leaks in heavy rain
badly-fitting windows or doors
which do not open or close

broken floorboards, stairs 5
other _ 6

- Yes

no
DK

ASK Q.7 (a)]
SKIP TO
Q. 8.

5 LN —

PROMPT

(a) Do you feel any of these are a danger to

anyone in the household?

our health or of

34

Yes |
No 2
DK 3
8. Would you say you (and the family) have a serious housing 35
rob lem? -
Yes ASK 0.8(a)
No
DK} SKIP TO Q. 8(b)
/|
(a) What sort of problem is the worst? | overcrowding I
2 inadequate basic SKIP 2
facilities T0 |
3 damp accommodation 4,0.9 3
CODE ONE ONLY 4 other structural 4
defects
5 need to move 5
f’ elsewhere
6 other (specify) 6
1 (b)RHavelyouleverihadialserlous '« — T T ST T ——— - — -
housing problem (since you Yes  ASK 8(c)
were 21)? No
— DKJ SKIP TO Q.9.
(c)_What sort of problem was the
worst?
X overcrowding X
Y inadequate basic Y
facilities
O damp accommodation 0
| other structural |
defects
3 2 need to move 2
elsewnere
Sictheri(specify)i & =« = | 3
(d) How long did it last? fmdariofvearstapininie i o 7T 4
2 and less than 5 years 5
5 and less than 9 years 6
10 or more 7
9. Which of the following items do you have in the household? 37
R & G
X television /X
Y record player %
0 radio / (@
PROMPT CODE | refrigerator ]
ALL THAT 2 washing machine (@2
APPLY 3 vacuum cleaner 3
4 telephone 4
*5 central heating (%
6 enough upholstered arm-chairs, easy
chairs or settees for every member (6
of family plus one visitor \ 5
7 carpet covering all or nearly all \ 5

floor in main sitting room \
DK one or more items (specify)

@




8. FOR ALL WORKING AT LEAST ONE WEEK DURING PAST 12 MONTHS Inft 2nd 3rd 4th 5th 6th |7 | 8|9
About how many weeks have your been off work for any reason in the 10
past 12 months? - T mean for sliCkness, unemployment and so on, buf 37 37 37 37 37 37 |37 |37 |37
¥ 37
also pald and unpald holTdays. WRITE IN TOTAL NUMBER OF WEEKS
PROMPT ACCORDING TO REPLY: unemployment (0) C
XN o | EC | 5 | B | BV | X1
For Instance, when were you 38 38 38 38 35 55 }aY X}; X Y|X Y
Tast off work slck? And how sickness or injury Q. (&)
Tong dId it last? X YA EX YA {5X Yas [0 Y Ix VAl B Y X Y XY [X Y[x
TIF WITHIN YEAR: And the 9 39 39 39 39 39 |39 [39 39Y 39y
time before that?) disability or handicap — (6 )
Time befor® =~ XU |y X | Y | X VA | XA [V X | R
PROMPT FROM LIST AND ¥ { 40 40 40 40 40 20 _[40 | 40 [40 [40
WRITE IN TOTAL WEEKS holidey: paid 7
ALL SPELLS OFF WORK YTy e | YAl | X A | S| KO | X | X
41 41 41 41 ] 41_[a1 | a1 [4
holiday: unpaid ) & MED
; X [ | | R | X | A | XA | XV X X
e : 12 a2 a2 42 42 42 |42 | 42 42 |42
¢ not working because of school holidays (@) © T
Y Y [EX T R [P X v | Y | DA | XA X |
A ; 43 43 43 43 43 43 |43 [ 43 |43 [43
¥ caring for someone who is ill ¢ )
X0 Yo | | | | XY | XA | DX | XA X, | XY
44 42 44 44 44 44|44 | 44 |44 |44
deputising for housewife () C B
Xy | x oyl y [ixe ey SR Yal XA | XA [ XY SR
45 45 45 45 45 45 |45 | 4545 [a5
resuming duties as housewife {3 _
T A P T 2 5T T [ | boov bl D v bl v
46 46 46 46 46 46 |46 | 4646
stopped work upon marriage or for honeymoon &) ()
X Yolx oy x| S | A | XA | XUV | XY | S
47 47 47 47 | a7 47 |47
for childbirth
X Y| EX Y.
48 48
retirement
XY | x| X YA XY | XY | BV
49 49 49 |49 | 49
taking up or resuming full-time study 4 a2 ] (&) Z |
X Y X v [x v [|x  vo|oxenva| x| XY Xavi B e
50 (jﬁ 50 50 50 50 |50 | 50| 505
other (specify) (B ) B ]
X oy [ x v [x v [x v[oxmy sy ey xivesb
51 51 51 51 51 51 |51 | si] 5150
off work, reason not known, or reason not given —| [OLH EEASITIC 1 C
XAV | XY | B Y Y [x il x| x| X XY
o5 [ 153 B[ 5 253|5263p 253
(a) CHECK. So you had weeks WRITE IN 2 | ) |
not working altogether In the total weeks not working = = - =
past 12 months? 5455|5465 (54
T T
|
total weeks working
Sh S besr[se57p657
——
(b) In the fotal you have glven me of the weeks il |
worked, how many were there (approximafely) WRITE IN NUMBER !
in which you worked less than 30 hours? L
(c) Have you ever had a spell off work continuously for as long as S88[ 58PS
8 weeks or more because of
PROMPT sickness yes X X X X : >Y< $ $ :
unemployment yes Y Y Y Y o ° o[forl
anything else (specify) yes 0. ? ? ? i 1 il 1
-
57 5 2 2 2 200 | 2 | 2l | 828 | K2
(d) FOR THOSE WHO HAVE HAD 8 WEEKS OR MORE CONSECUTIVELY OFF WORK,
DURING THE LAST |2 MONTHS FOR REASONS OF SICKNESS, INJURY, OR
DISABILITY 3 S la sl ls
Would you say that the work you were doing was yes ASK Q.8(e) 3 3 3 3 3 A lballallz
responsible In any way for your being off work? no 4 ‘; ; g 5 5 5 Sl s |15
DK % SKIP TO Q.9 5
DNA 6 6 6 6 6 G B 68 ||6
WRITE ANSWER BELOW




QUESTION 10 Personal use
Includes transport to and from work.

QUESTION 10a Normal repairs

Excludes repairs caused by negligence of informant or family. Make
and type — e.g. Vauxhall Cresta, Saloon or Morris 15 cwt. van. The descrip-
tion should be enough for us to look up its second-hand value as a check
on the value.

QUESTION 10d Driver

This is a polite way of ascertaining whether the car is chauffeur-driven.
Thus Code X includes self, family, friends and other employees driving for
pleasure and not because they are paid to drive the respondent around.

QUESTION 11 Other benefits

Read the prompts slowly: they are carefully drafted to cover the perks
of both senior and junior staff. The goods may vary from free or subsidised
coal given to miners to discounts on goods bought or free vegetables,
seeds or seedlings. Don’t hesitate to pursue it further according to occupa-
tions of informants. Transport may be free leisure travel given to railway
or bus employees or paid holidays given to senior executives. Note this
section is supplementary to the use of a vehicle in Q. 10. Medical expenses
may be premiums to insurance agencies for private medical care or the
direct payment of doctors’ bills. Education can range from free tennis
lessons or typing lessons to payment of public school fees. Shares in the
company can be given free or below market value.

ENCOURAGE THE INFORMANT to add items under the various
headings together and give time for this to be done. We are interested to
know what it would cost to buy these things privately even though the
employee might not have chosen to do so (e.g. the employee might have
used the Health Service if his employer did not pay for him to have private
medical care).

“ How much a year are these things worth altogether? ”

The point here is that some kinds of entries will be money saved, say,
on goods and services which the informant would have had to pay for,
whereas other entries will involve things he would never have afforded or
thought about. Our aim is to discover what equivalent in extra income
x‘_ouldlfbe needed if he did the same things but had to bear the full cost

imself.

QUESTION 13 Satisfaction with job

The questions are laid out in a form which equally encourage positive
or negative answers. You may shorten the question to “ Are you satisfied
or dissatisfied with ” providing the informant seems to be genuinely
weighing the alternatives.

Facilities at work means facilities as asked under Q. 3 earlier.




QUESTION 8

Obtain an estimate of total cost by the normal transport used. Some
people who drive cars will offer their estimate of real cost but in such cases
write in as indicated the average weekly mileage to and from work (not
during work). In other instances assume 6d. per mile for all small cars (i.e.
under 12 h.p.) and 8d. per mile for larger vehicles.

5 miles @ 6d. = 2s. 6d. 5 miles @ 8d. 3s.
10 miles @ 6d. = 5s. 0d. 10 miles @ 8d. 6s.
50 miles @ 6d. = 25s. 0d. 50 miles @ 8d. = 33s.

100 miles @ 6d. = 50s. 0d. 100 miles @ 8d. = 66s.

QUESTION 9 Holiday pay

Be careful not to include pay received simultaneously with holiday pay
for any week of work. Remember that many wage earners only receive the
basic wage during holidays, which is usually much lower than average
earnings.

QUESTION 10 Sick pay

There are several practices. (1) Some employers (e.g. public services)
automatically deduct national insurance sickness benefit for the worker and
his dependants from pay during sickness (or sometimes expect him to
report what sickness benefit he receives so that it may be deducted from
later amounts of sick pay or even from the first weeks of earnings after
recovery from sickness). (2) Others (mainly smaller private firms) deduct
only the sickness benefit for the worker, ignoring what he may get for his
dependants. (3) Still others deduct nothing for any sickness benefit for
which a worker may be eligible. In the last two cases it might seem that the
worker will be better off in sickness than at work. This is true for some,
particularly salaried earners, but remember that if any employer pays
anything to a wage-earner in sickness rarely does it exceed the basic wage.
His average earnings may be much higher. (4) When the level of sick pay
is small no deductions may be made for any sickness benefit.

Changes in sick pay after the first weeks

In rare instances of persons who have been sick more than a few weeks
the rate of sick pay will have changed. If the average is difficult to estimate
write in the amounts thus: 4 weeks @ £10, 4 @ £5 10s., etc. After deductions
of tax, ete. Note if only the amount of pay before deductions is known.

QUESTION 11 Income of self-employed

The income of the self-employed is sometimes difficult to ascertain.
Four alternative methods of questioning that have been found to be helpful
in previous research are listed. Our first aim is to find the figure for annual
income before tax. Thus Q. 11 A(iv) is the crucial one and if you can get
the answer to this do not press unduly for the answers to the preceding
questions, but they are helpful in establishing that (iv) is in fact the figure
you want. The alternative aim (if you cannot achieve the first) is to seek
the amount obtained from the business, either Method B — net profit includ-
ing money taken out for own use, or Method C, the sums actually taken out
for personal use Method D should only be tried if all else fails, and frankly,
is not of much help. An accurate figure for income is important and you
should if necessary take time to establish it. Method D “ Turnover » = total
receipts from sale of goods and services, less any discount allowed.

16a




VIII INCOME IN KIND

General

This section aims to discover the major exchanges of services and gifts
between the household and relatives or friends living elsewhere. One major
problem is that people ordinarily take for granted the exchanges between
themselves and their closest relatives. When being asked questions about
“help” and “gifts” a housewife may not think of her mother, or her
husband’s mother, who lives nearby. A grandfather may not think of his
daily activity of seeing a grandchild home from school. The first question is
designed to help overcome this problem. You should remember that most
households in the UK have frequent contact with a relative (either of a wife
or a husband or of both) living elsewhere in the locality. Remember that
independently of his wife a husband may see someone in his family (eg:
his mother or a brother at work) every day. It will be very unusual if you
make no entry in the box alonside Q. 1, so probe for likely relatives (eg:
parents in the case of young and middle-aged people, brothers and sisters in
the case of unmarried people, sons and daughters in the case of the elderly).
In the remaining questions the contacts with such relatives are a likely
indication of a flow of services or small gifts. Note that earning members of
the household should normally be asked these questions independently of
the housewife.

QUESTION 1 Relatives seen frequently

The question is designed to establish the existence of the relatives who
have the most frequent contact with members of the household. Note that
you ask “any of your family or a relative ”. The alternative wording will
help to avoid information about really close relatives — eg: parents and
children — who are thought of as “family” or even as members of a
common household rather than as “ relatives ”. By “ most " days in the week
is meant at least four of the seven days.

QUESTION 2 Help given

The unspoken assumption in the question is that these must be unpaid
services. Prompt the items in the list carefully, emphasising those which are
appropriate to the age or social situation of different members of the
household. Make direct reference to the relatives listed in Q. 1. For example:
“You say you see your mother every day. Do you do any of these things for
her? And what about your sister?” Note that you prompt also for help
given to friends and neighbours.

Hours

If two or three different services are undertaken, add together the
informant’s estimates of the time taken. Since the services are unpaid you
should not expect informants to be able to give more than an approximate
estimate of the time taken (that is, the time spent in the performance of the
job, not interruptions for tea and conversations, etc).

QUESTION 3 Help received

The question reverses Q. 2 and proceed as in that question. Check in
whatever way seems appropriate to establish the unpaid services being
performed for members of the household. Again the question should be
repeated for relatives seen frequently. “ You've told me you see your mother
every day. Does she do any of these things for you? ” Two separate people
might do the cleaning, for example. Add the hours together.
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Inft 2nd 3rd
FOR ALL CODE ALL 35 35. 35
7. Now could | ask a few questions about food? (a) Do you have a ; ~.
cooked breakfast most days? | mean four or o =\ //,
more days a week - thinas |ike bacon and eqq e | c /‘" v
(not porridge or toast)? * DK - 0 |
4 Does Not Apply I Tl
(b) During the last two weeks was there a day yes 2 ‘ |
when you ate no cooked meal at all (I mean o 3 \ D]
from getting up to going to bed)? % DK 4 \+5d \
2 Does Not Apply 5 \ 5
(c) Do you have fresh meat most days, | mean yes \/{;’ L/
four or more days a week (not sausages, no 7
bacon or bolled ham) - either here or in your DK 8
meals out? CHECK ANSWER ESPECIALLY CAREFULLY FOR Does Not Apply 9 9
HOUSEW | FE
ASK HOUSEWIFE ONLY CODE HOUSEHOLD ONLY
8. (a) Do you normally have a Sunday joint yes
(i.e. 3 weeks out of 4)? no
DK
(b) How many pints do you usually take for the family no.of pints
(everyone in the household) in a whole week, in week
including any extra at weekends and fresh milk bought 5
from a shop? * OFF ICE ~
USE ONLY [
55
(c) And do you buy tinned or powdered milk as well? ves X
TR T no Y2
DK 0]
1 ASK HOUSEWIFE ONLY CODE HOUSEHOLD ONLY 56
9. (a) Do you ever buy second-hand clothing CODE often X
from a shop or a stall, for yourself or ONE sOmetimes Y
X others in the household? ONLY never ol
DK I ‘
(b) Do you buy any of your clothing or shoes yes ASK Q.9(c) 21
H jes? ¥
through clubs or clothing cheques? n0)  cv1p 70 0.10 (8
laed Bdo — Wk ot ot precent 2 =Y,
48 calf s 57=58
(c) About how much do you spend on clothing VIRITE IN AMOUNT IN
clubs per week? SHILLINGS
59
(d) Do you ever miss payments or pay less than regularly X
the full amount? not often Y
no 0
. DK |
AX HOUSEWIFE ONLY CODE HOUSEV/IFE ONLY >6 36
10. Have you had a new winter coat in LB T0
the last 3 years (i.e. 3 winters)? Does Not. Apply SKIPTO 0-1! s g
b yes X Y
no 0 0
DK I |
FOR ALL CODE ALL HOUSEHOLD R
Il. Has everyone got adequate footwear for yes 2
fine weather AND if it rains? no 3
DK 4
Does Not Apply 5
FOR ALL 37
12. Can you tell me whether you
X - smoke? % IF YES, ASK Q.12(a) X
Y =~ buy a daily newspaper Y Y
% 0 - reqularly do the football pools (in season)? 0 @
A 1 - reqularly have a flutter on horses or d 1 (]
2 none of these T, 2 2
3 oK 3 3
4 Does Not Apply 4 4
(a) How many cigarettes/ozs of tobacco a week? 60-61
: BRSO cins/ees-[02 | /A0 cigs/ome OFFICE 4
» HE USE (O]
:]——— cigs/ozs [ e - cigs/ozs Lo -
ASK HOUSEWIFE CODE HOUSEHOLD ONLY
> 13, About how much did you (and your family) spend altoqether last
Christmas - | mean extra to the usual housekeeping - on presents,
food, entertainment, everything? *
Estimate in £'s EATE
r(‘w kel e besc o « {
02 card | perracsety fae o
of 3 Yhe Specl alumed A5 A

%/J\‘l»c&’ ew ,;/>* = W T




AX CHIEF WAGE EARNER/H.0.H. CODE C.W.E./H.0.H. ONLY

23.% 0o you think you could GENUINELY say

VOURSGSNPOCTIOR? == X Does Not Apply SKIP TO Q.24
Y all the time 73
PROMPT AND CODE b ometimess HASKQ.23(a)
ONE ONLY | never A
2 Dk J SKIP T0 Q.24

(a) Do you feel poor at any of these times 3 at weekends
or in any of these situetions?

PROMPT AND
CODE ALL THAT
APPLY

with some of your grxehds

with some of your relatives
with some of the people round here

other (SPECIFY) —m0m7 ———

© @O

FOR CHIEF WAGE EARNER/H.0.H. CODE C.W.E./H.0.H. ONLY

24. (a) There's been a lot of talk about =
There s been a ‘ot Of Ta'X 800U  pie5 Not Apply SKIP TO
poverty. Do you think there's such a Q.25

thing as REAL poverty these days? x

(b) What would you describe as poverty?
WRITE IN ANSWER

2 o i

8 2ty 210 Wicee ar

A oo — o dowreo—
“ - ( 7) Ftes) deecees

. J F
2

/Lﬁ /L(I/f S-cu_lyy

AL e

(c) Would you say that if people are in poverty its mainly

X = their own fault?
Y - the Government's fault?
0 - the fault of their education?
PROMPT | - the fault of industry not providing the right jobs?
AND CODE 7 - anything else? (SPECIFY)
ONE ONLY
3 - a combination of (some of) these?
4 - none of these?
5 DK
ASK CHIEF WAGE EARNER AND HOUSEWIFE ABOUT ALL AGED 23 AND OVER
25. Do you mind telling me if you voted in the last CODE
General Election (I don't mean who you voted for, ALL AGED
just whether you voted)? x 23 & OVER
yes, voted
no
DK
DNA

ASK CHIEF WAGE EARNER/H.O0.H.
26. |f there is poverty what do you think
can be done about it?

WRITE IN ANSWER
gt po—rteeh Fhr—

- £
ol 7 - Hewe &

L gune Yo oeoloys .

CODE C.W.E./H.O.H. ONLY

nothing
DK

7 L5
/u,ﬁ'//o e et o Lot weewa —
2 fleteaoliy gt Rrofpld
Al

preopole  Cezt o et Q

Focerg

71 71 71 71 71 7| n|n|n|n
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| I I I I ] T3] ST |
2 2 2 2 2 2l iallal 2l 2
3 3 3 3 3 5 3l 1| B | B
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59 £ X X X XX R |
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INTERVIEWER PLEASE CODE ALL THAT APPLY AFTER INTERVIEW

Household in which there is a child, one of whose parents is not resident
Household consisting of woman and adult dependants
Household in which there are five or more dependent children

Household containing an adult who has been unemployed for eight weeks (con-
secutively or in last 12 months)

Household containing an adult under 65 years of age who has been ill or injured
for eight weeks (consecutively or in last 12 months)

Household containing a disabled adult under 65
(a) disabled
(b) borderline disabled

Household containing a disabled or handicapped child (including child ill or
injured for eight weeks or more)

Household containing a person aged 65 or over who has been bedfast or ill for
eight weeks or more or who is otherwise severely incapacitated

Household in which there are
(a) earners, none earning £12 a week or more
(b) adult male earners (aged 21 to 64) earning less than £14 a week

Household in which there are persons who are
(a) non-white

(b) born in Eire

COMPOSITION OF HOUSEHOLD: CODES (Q. 10, p. 3)

One generation Man: and widowed or separated daughter

: Woman: and widowed or separated son .
k{z:‘, 2112',:? :Eﬁg ?3‘3;",‘;'8' % o3 i Woman: and widowed or separated daughter
Woman| alone: ‘aged 60 or over G i et i Otherwise two generations: all related .
Woman alone: aged under 60 SF 7 i y Otherwise two generations: at least one person not
Husband and wife: both aged 60 or over ! 3 5 o LEIE‘CSI}}QC"‘I“I:YY‘)W"
Husband and wife: at least one aged under 60 . . St ther (SPE ) -

Husband and wife: both under 60 5 e ——
Man and woman: otherwise related : %, hrecigencration
Man and woman: unrelated 5 5 e Man, son and d-in-law, grandchildren: all under 15 ...
Two or more men only: related S X Man, son and d-in-law, grandchildren: at least one
Two or more men only: unrelated o6 : o under 15 and one over 15
Two or more women only: related o . 8 S 2 Man, daughter & son-in-law, grandchlldren all under
Two or more women only: unrelated
Other (SPECIFY) .. bt &5 e Man, daughter and son-in-law, grandchlldren ‘at least
one under 15 and one over 15
Woman, son and d-in-law, grandc! ildren: all under 15
Man, wife: + 1 child under 15 25 % o5 Woman, son and d-in-law, erandchlldren at least one
Man, wife: + 2 children both under 15 ... .. .. (202> under 15, one over 15 .
Man, wife: 3 children all under 15 X s ‘Woman, daug,h!er and son-in-] law grandchlldren all
Man, wife: + 4 or more children all under 15 . 7 under 15
Man, wife: + children, at least 1 under 15 and at least Woman, daughter and son-inlaw, grandchildren: at
1 over 15, none married 205 least one under 15, one over 15 5
Man, wife: + children all aged 15-24, none married . Married couple, marrled child and chlld n-] ]aw, grand
Man, wife: + children all over 15, at least 1 aged 25 or children under 1 -
over, none married 5 Otherwise 3-"eneral10ns
Man and one child under 13 o o i —all persons related, at least one Chlld under 15
Man and two children both under 15 ¥ e —at least one child under 15
Man and three or more children under 15 —all persons related
Man and children at least one under and one over 15, —unrelated e
none married e Other (SPECIFY) ...

Two generation

Man and children all aged 15-24, none married

Man and children all over 15 at least one 25 or over, Four generation
none married . i 5 DESCRIBE COMPOSITION BELOW

Woman: and one child under 15 5 5

Woman: and two children both under 15

Woman: and three or more children under 15

Woman: and children, at least one under and one over
15, none married .

Woman: and children, all aged 15-24, none married .

Woman: and children all over 15, at least one 25 or
over, none married 5 o

Man: and widowed or separated son
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