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QUESTIONNAIRE ON HOUSEHOLD RESOURCES
o :
STANDARDS OF LIVING IN THE UNITED KINGDOM
1967-68

I Housing and Living Facilities

II Employment

III  Occupational Facilities and Fringe Benefits

IV Current Monetary Income

V  Assets and Savings

VI Health and Disability

VII Social Services

VIII Private Income in Kind

IX Style of Living

A Survey carried out from the University of Essex
and the University of London (L.S.E.)

Queries should be addressed to: Miss Sheila Benson
Skepper House
13 Endsleigh Street
London WCI
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Date(s) of interview(s). 2

or contacts

Form of introduction

My name is X. I'm from Essex
Britain today and how families
facts really are. We’re ho)
help us by answering so

SERIAL

Name of Interviewer@ﬁ(fﬁ . BENT-D”’ ¢ SR

Length of interview (s)

Explaa, 4pp.7'w0r/£-
W/iaf’/‘ e H,M?t)ﬂﬂl‘aar .

,/7/0’(\(/”0\) /_: IRy

Cheek... 10 R Oletact X,.n[n:

Total actual interviewing time . 2 /(MJ /Dm e

/London University. We're preparing a report (writing a book) about standards of living in
manage. We think it’s important for the Government and everyone else to know what the
ping to talk to about 3,000 families throughout the country and I'd be very grateful if you could
me questions. All our information is, of course, strictly confidential.”

SUMMARY : COMPLETE AFTER INTERVIEW

1. Interview carried out
at first call
at second call
at third or later call

2. Information for household _

— complete skip to Q. 3
incomplete—answer 2a
(a) Sections  Housing
incomplete Employment
Occupational
Income
Assets
Health
Soc. Services
Inc. in kind
Style of living

(b) Reasons if incomplete __

— ill/disabled
does not know
information
unwilling to give
information
other (specify)
on’T .lf.l(‘amplth. o Qlel
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Write
Section
1, 2, 3, etc.

Which sections were answered 5. Number of other households
in whole or in part by which 13

persons on the household? @iddiess

Informant 84 $E799 None

14 / 6. Household living on

2nd member Torte v, ground
basement floor
1st floor
2nd floor
3rd floor
Answer 4th floor
AS LISTED 2 5th or above
IN QAIRE Specify
(Some Sections

may be
listed twice) (a) Is there a lift in the
building? Yes
No

. Is there an internal or external

flight of at least 4 steps or
stairs to the dwelling entrance?

Other (specify)

4. Semi or detached house Yes

or bungalow N
Ter. h’se or bungalow
Self-con. flat in block
e of Self-con. flat in house
Accomm. Self-con. flat attached
to shop/business
Room (s): furnished
Other (specify)
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HOUSING AND LIVING FACILITIES
General

Information recorded by the interviewer on the left of the main
column is needed so that the circumstances of the household may be fully
understood by those in the office but it may not be required for computer-
analysis.

QUESTION 1 — Rooms

No room should be listed twice. Bedsitters should be listed as bed-
rooms and not also as living-rooms. Do not count a scullery or a hall or a
bathroom as a room. The total number of living and dining and bedrooms
should not include a kitchen if it is not large enough for a family to eat in.
You will see that there are two numbered boxes in the column in which
to write the numbers of bedrooms and total numbers of rooms. Each is
for each digit in the total: Thus, if there are 9 or fewer rooms the number
should be written in the right-hand box and “ O ” should be written in the
left-hand box. If there are, say, 13 rooms, then “1” should be written in
the left-hand and “3” in the right hand box. This will help us to avoid
mistakes in transfering information to the computer.

QUESTION 2 — Additional or fewer rooms
Define “room ” as above.

QUESTION 4

A water closet flushed by water. Chemical or earth closets are not
included, nor are flush water closets which can only be reached by going
outdoors across a yard, even if under cover.

QUESTION 5

A garden is any space at the front or back of the house where it is
possible to grow something. A yard is an outdoor space which is cover(?d
in concrete, asphalt, etc., where there are no plants or lawn other than in
boxes or barrels (if any).

If you have already seen the garden it may be unnecessary to ask
the second part of the question, for it may be possible to code 3, 4 or 5.
But be sure that you are taking back as well as front garden into the
reckoning. Add the two together in estimating size.
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10.

Now | would like to ask some questions about each person living
here af present: | mean someone living here for more than a
month, or someone here less than that but expected fo stay longer than
a month.

Total persons
(a) First of all, can you tell me how many in household
persons aged |5 and over there are?

L D
- And_how many children under 152 (2.4

(b) And now can you tell me who they all are?

DESCRIBE RELATIONSHIP TO INFORMANT [N EACH COLUMN
(e.g. husband, son or other relationships between members)
LIST NAMES AND AGES ON BACK FLAP FOR REFERENCE

related to informant
not related to informant

male
female o e
(c) Was he/she here last night or was he/she Yes, here SKIP TO Q. F=%)
away - staying with a relative or because Not here ASK Q.10(d)
of work, for example?

(d) Why not? *

CODE
REASON

1415 14115
I

(e) How old are you (Is he/she last birthday)? * éq code age-group
(f) Are you (is he/she) married or unmarried? Inlk pPeFUS D —

R

sLUN—O=<X || —

BUN—O=<X |

uomarricd sgnt) SKIP TO QI

Y married, present last night

0 married, away last night ASK Q.
| married, separated - no court order} 10(q)
2 married, separated - court order } ASK Q.
3 divorced J 10(h)
4 widowed ASK Q. 10(1)

DL — O < % |0

®

S LN —O=<X |0

7,

(g) How long Is It since your husband/wife was at home?

OR (h) How long Is It since you were living years if 1 or more
together as man and wife? less than 1 year, more

than 3 months
2
(1) How long is it since you were wldowed? B Tt v i een

< X<

oiio Cul »
* CODE HOUSEHOLD TYPE (THREE DIGITS) L SERC a2 ( L=

I1. |Is there anyone staying with you who doesn't usually live here or
who will be living here for less than a month altoqether - a

5
Lot o ves ASK Q.11(a)

no SKIP TO Q.12

(a) What Is his relationship to you?
(b) Sex?

(c) Age? CODE AGE-GROUP
(d) How long has he/she |lved here?
(e) How much Tonger do you expect

him to stay?
(f) what is his/her reason for

staylng/TTving here?

12. You have told me who lives here. Can | just check whether

(a) Any of the adults living here have yes, dependent child} ASK Q.
any dependent chlldren who are away yes, adult 12(c)

at present?

(b) Any adult member Is away at present  no, neither child SKIP TO
= In hospifal, af college or on nor adult Q.13

holiday, for example? DK

(c) What Is his relationship to you?

(d) Sex?

(e) Age? CODE AGE-GROUP

(f) w_long has he been away?

(g) How much longer do you expect

him fo be away? (in weeks)

(h) Why is he/she away at present?

* CODE REASON

(1) IF CHILD. Does any adult In

the household help to pay for

his/her keep? Who?

(J) About how much a week does he

pav4
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QUESTION 7(b) Last Occupation P
Write in the occupation on the left of the columns. Identify the person

to whom the information applies in the little box (i.e. Inf or 2nd or "

3rd etc.) This will both allow you to enter information for a second or

third person if that proves to be applicable and for the office to code in the 87

right column(s) on the basis of your information.

QUESTION 7(¢) Looking for work

You will find yourself asking retired persons as well as unem loyed
and other persons this question. Sometimes it will be entirely applicable
because persons who have been retired by their employers or have auto-
matically ceased employment upon reaching a pensionable age of, say, 60,
may in fact be seeking alternative work. It may even be applicable for
some persons in their seventies and eighties. But sometimes it will plainly
be inapplicable to frail persons of extreme age, especially women. In this
case code “NO ” and skip to Q. 8. When in doubt, however, you should ask
the question.
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QUESTION 14 Best job

If you are asked “ What do you mean by ‘ best ' you should say “It
is up to you to decide ” (adding, but only if necessary, ““ whether it’s best
because of the money, the people, the job in itself or anything else ”).
of course there will be people who give a mixture of reasons, Code the one
they treat as most important. If they are undecided code DK.

QUESTION 15

A few persons — e.g. students — may have worked for part of the last
year, or may work every Saturday and still be in full-time education. We
will be asking about them later. Code them as still in full-time education.

QUESTION 15(a) Years of full-time education

The question is worded so that if someone has missed a year’s schooling
because of illness, say, between the ages of 5 and 14, he can adjust his
answer accordingly. You can check (or aid other informants trying to reach
an answer) by deducting five years from the leaving age and then asking
if the result allows for any absence because of hospitalisation, war evacu-
ation, military service, or any other reason. Note that full-time education
can be provided in hospital. Only deduct a year if ALL of it was spent out
of school. When writing in leaving age and number of years education
remember again to insert each digit.

QUESTION 16 Manual Workers

If you are in doubt from what you have been told about a man’s job
whether it is manual ask, “ How do you do your work? Is it mostly heavy
work, or operating a machine or mostly with your hands? ” If he indicates

any of these ask Q. 16. If still in doubt ask the question and write a note.

QUESTION 17(a) Hushand’s occupation

Follow same procedure as above under Question 10. It will be even
more necessary to probe for the exact type of job. Encourage the woman
to tell you what her husband did, since the answer is most important for us
in classifying occupational status.
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24. 1s this house/flat rented or owned (i.c. by the householder)?

X Owner occupied: fully owned
e )
Rented: from local council
privately - furnished
privately - unfurnished
privately - with farm, business premises
Rent free: because of present or previous employment] SKIP
for reasons other than employment T0 Q.28
DK SKIP TO Q.29

ASK Q.25

SKIP TO Q.26

25. IF HOUSEHOLDER IS OWNER OCCUPIER

(a) Does the dwelling include business as Does Not Apply SK

well as private accommodation? yes ASK Q.25(a)(
no SKIP_T0 Q.25(b)

(a) (i) How many rooms are used for business? number

(b) How much ground rent, feu duty (Scotland)

chief rent, do you pay? amount

(c) How much did you pay last year in rates? amount

(d) How much in'water rates ( if not T

included in (c) )? amount £ relds

(e) Do you get a reduction under the rates rebate scheme? yes
no

_ DK

EYES" How much Ts 1t per year

(f) Have you already deducted this figure from the amount ves

you have just given me for rates? no
(g) When did you buy this house? 19 ézt

MORTGAGE PAYERS ONLY Bl

(h) What is the fog[ monthly payment? OFF ICE total
USE annual
ONLY housing cost
OFF ICE
Other, if any (e.g. insurance premiun USE

on building) SPECIFY ONLY

* How much of this is interest?

And how much capital repayments?

ASK ALL (i.e. FULLY OWNING AND PAYING MORTGAGE)

L) How much do you estimate your house (and garden) to be worth at
present? SHOW FLASHCARD NO.3 *

WRITE IN YOUR ESTIMATE informant's es

|F DIFFERENT
AND NOTE REASON

Do you pay an insurance premium on the house or flat (not contents)

annual premium £ insured value of house in hundreds
of pounds
(j) Has your employer helped you with a loan or
in purchasing your housc?

IF YES grant: How much? o
loan: At what interest rate?

(k) How much have you spent in the last 12 months for alterations,
decorations or repairs fo your home (not business, and including paint
and tools for work by self)? e

Total £ ViGY

DESCRIBE ITEMS IF NEGESSARY AND COSTS
/g \/a CESHA V4

/

/
FauN Emwleisiys

(1) Are you applying for a mortgage under the Government's new option

mortgage scheme? * =
no } SKIP TO Q.

DK

/. ) /, L)
N - dad/ /K X o

\E

TOTAL CANNOT BE DIVIDED

K

Term of repayment

Number of years paid

Amount of loan

INTERVIEWER:

CODE 05,

5th, 6th




IX STYLE OF LIVING

This section aims to find out some ways in which people spend their
time, how they manage on their incomes, what kinds of things they buy and
do, and how they feel about their situation. Most of the questions are
pre-coded (but interviewers are urged to write any interesting comments
on the blank spaces in the questionnaire or on the back). It is hoped that
the answers will put some flesh on the income skeleton you have pains-
takingly built up in the rest of the questionnaire.

QUESTION 1 Holidays

Note that this question immediately follows Questions 9 and 10 of
Section VIIL. Question 9 of Section VIII refers only to staying in the homes
of relatives and friends or being subsidised by them on a joint holiday.
Question 1 in this section applies to all “ holidays ” (as understood by the
informant) which are away from home, excluding only those which were
spent actually in the homes of relatives or friends. If there was more than
one holiday add together their duration and code accordingly in Question
1 (a).

QUESTION 2 Meals out

Care should be taken because people may forget meals which were
incidental to the visit. By “ snack ” you should understand something more
than a biscuit and cup of tea, say at least a sandwich. Note that in this
question and in later questions there are certain persons whom it is not
expected you should code. Thus children under the age of 15 should be
coded DNA.

QUESTION 3 Friends to meals
Note that it is possible to code both Yes, relative ”” and “ Yes, friend ”.

QUESTION 4 Friends in to play

There are few simple questions which can be asked about the child’s
own standard of living and social life. Some homes are too poor for the
child to bring his friends in, so stress in the house.

QUESTION 5 Afternoons and evenings out

The key point is entertainment for which someone spends money
(youth clubs require entrance and weekly fees; scouts, guides, etc., require
uniform and 'bus fares for outings). Examples of leisure-time activities will
vary according to the age of the person to whom the question is addressed
and you should probe accordingly. (Note that while we do not ask for
amounts of expenditure we try to find the relative frequency of all forms of
entertainments so that we can see how it varies with income.)

QUESTION 6 Church
Accept any religious sect or denomination which may be mentioned.
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QUESTION 23 Poor now

Stress genuinely and try to avoid facetiousness at this point. Question
23 (a) explores what the informant understands by feeling *“ poor ”. If the
word “ poor " seems inappropriate use the alternative very hard up .

QUESTION 24 Poverty

Stress the word “ poverty ”. Do not explain what you think it means if
you are asked. Seek from the informant his definition and write it in the box
as clearly as you can.

QUESTION 25 Voting

Ask for those old enough to have voted in the last election (March
1965). We are not concerned who they voted for (although they will
probably say) but would like to know if they are sufficiently involved to vote
at all. Be careful to reassure people that this is confidential and as far as
you are concerned non-voting is blameless—many people consider that
voting is legally compulsory or morally obligatory and so voting figures are
over-estimated. Try to get a clear recollection by fixing the incident (time
of day, who they went with) if necessary. Stress National, not local elections.

QUESTION 26 Action on poverty

We are interested in what the informant thinks can be done. Give as
full an answer as possible.

TR
Please write in any additional notes.
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AX CHIEF WAGE EARNER/H.0.H. CODE C.W.E./H.0.H. ONLY
23.% Do you think you could GENUINELY say

? —
AR DEPLOT Tow¢ X Does Not Apply SKIP TO Q.24

Y all the time b
PROMPT AND CODE 0 sometimes  JASK Q.23(2) *
ONE ONLY B revers o
2 Dk JSKIP T0 Q.24
(a) Do you feel poor at any of these times 3 at weekends
or in any of these situations? 4 mid-week
5 at Christmas
ND e
A 6 with some of your 5.
CODE ALL THAT 7 with s of your relatives
8 with some of the people round here
APP Al slel (e 1o 2t irel
ol ——— 9 other (SPECIFY) —m—m——

FOR CHIEF WAGE EARNER/H.O.H. CODE C.W.E./H.0.H. ONLY

24. (a) There's been a lot of talk about - o otTo
poverty. Do you think there's such o  0°°S Net Apply SKIP TO

thing as REAL poverty these days? % e 422

no

DK

(b) What would you describe as poverty?
WRITE IN ANSWER \
= @9 6 o
Ha{ASH(,”\Af" 1 eat o0 Terk Klhee O

73] TP ’ T )
/\&’(' abla X Ol - ov XY T ped |

(c) Would you say that if people are in poverty its mainly

X - their own fault?
Y - the Government's fault?
0 - the fault of their education?
PROMPT | - the fault of industry not providing the riqht jobs?
AND CODE 5 - anything else? (SPECIFY)
ONE ONLY
3 - a combination of (some of) these?
4 - none of fhese?
5 DK
ASK CHIEF WAGE EARNER AND HOUSEWIFE ABOUT ALL AGED 23 AND OVER
25. Do you mind telling me if you voted in the last CODE
General Election (I don't mean who you voted for, ALL AGED
Just whether you voted)? x 23 & OVER
yes, voted
no
DK
DNA
ASK CHIEF WAGE EARNER/H.0.H. CODE C.W.E./H.0.H. ONLY
26. |f there is poverty what do you think c
can be done abouf it7 2 b o
WRITE IN ANSWER i
V&‘q %W« - ped Z Ca-efT
ey c - y A
Jroese s St went];
] C | X * 7/
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INTERVIEWER PLEA CODE ALL THAT APPLY AFTER INTERVIEW

Household in which there is a child, one of whose parents is not resident
Household consisting of woman and adult dependants
Household in which there are five or more dependent children

Household containing an adult who has been unemployed for eight weeks (con-
secutively or in last 12 months)

Household containing an adult under 65 years of age who has been ill or injured
for eight weeks (consecutively or in last 12 months)

Household containing a disabled adult under 65
(a) disable
(b) borderline disabled

Household containing a disabled or handicapped child (including child ill or
injured for eight weeks or more)

Household containing a person aged 65 or over who has been bedfast or ill for
eight weeks or more or who is otherwise severely incapacitated

Household in which there are
(a) earners, none earning £12 a week or more
(b) adult male earners (aged 21 to 64) earning less than £14 a week

Household in which there are persons who are
(a) non-white

(b) born in Eire

COMPOSITION OF HOUSEHOLD: CODES (Q. 10, p. 3)

One generation Man: and widowed or separated daughter
g o Woman: and widowed or separated son .
g cneazedibliorlovert e e ; ; Woman: and widowed or separated daughter

Woman alone: aged 60 or over ; Otherwise two generations: all related ...
Woman alone: aged under 60 i Otherwise two generations: at least one person not
Husband and wife: both aged 60 or over 5 G related t(} any other
Husband and wife: at least one aged under 60 5 Wiy (©AAND) -
Husband and wife: both under 60 N Ly
Man and woman: otherwise related 8 WG FASEion
Man and woman: unrelated 2 G Man, son and d-in-law, grandchildren: all under 15 ...
Two or more men only: related : 5 Man, son and d-in-law, grandchildren: at least one
Two or more men only: unrelated 7 under 15 and one over 15
Two or more women only: related 5 % \I.m daughter & son-in-law, grandcluldren all under
Two or more women only: unrelated $
Other (SPECIFY) .. p % { ] \I.m daughter and son-in-law, grandchildren: at least
= > one under 15 and one over 15 ...
Two generation Woman, son and d-in-law, grandchildren: all under 15
Man, wif 1 child under 15 A 5 h 2 Woman, son and d-in-law, grandchildren: at least one
Man, 2 children both under 15 . i 3 under 15, one over 15 . R
i 3 children all under 15 3 E 9 Woman, daughter and son-in-law, grandchildren: all
4 or more children all under 15 2 under 15 ssens St
+ children, at least 1 under 15 and at least Woman, daughter and son-in- l‘\w grandchildren: at
1 over 15 none married 205 least one under 15, one over
children all aged 15-24, none married . 206 Married couple, nmrnod child and child-in-law, grand
: + children all over 15, at least 1 aged 25 or children under 1
over, none married A e 1 Otherwise 3- "enomtmns
Man and one child under 15 y - £ —all persons related, at lLast one child under 15
Man and two children both under 15 . ; —at least one child under 1
Man and three or more children under 15 2 —all persons related
Man and children at least one under and one over 15, —unrelated &0
none married 2 2 Other (SPECIFY) ...
Man and children all aged 1524, none married 2 ‘ ;
Man and children all over 15 at least one 25 or over, Four generation
none married 3 . & DESCRIBE COMPOSITION BELOW
Woman: and one child under 15 . g e
Woman: and two children both under 15
Woman: and three or more children under 15
Woman: and children, at least one under and one over
15, none married . .
Woman: and children, all aged 4, none married
Woman: and children all over 15, at least one 25 or
over, none married
Man: and widowed or supara!cd son
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