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1 Housing and Living Facilities
II Employment
III Occupational Facilities and Fringe Benefits
IV Current Monetary Income
V Assets and Savings
VI Health and Disability
VII Social Services
VIII Private Income in Kind
IX Style of Living
A Survey carried out from the University of Essex \"‘;
and the University of London (L.S.E.) i
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Name of Interviewer.......

Date(s) of interview(s)

or contacts

Form of introduction

SERIAL
NUMBER

Total actual interviewing time. .

My name is X. I'm from Essex/London University. We're preparing a report (writing a book) about standards of living in
Britain today and how families manage. We think it's important for the Government and everyone else to know what the
facts really are. We're hoping to talk to about 3,000 families throughout the country and I'd be very grateful if you could
help us by answering some questions. All our information is, of course, strictly confidential.”

SUMMARY : COMPLETE AFTER INTERVIEW

1. Interview carried out
at first call
at second call
at third or later call

2. Information for household _

— complete skip to Q. 3
incomplete—answer 2a

(a) Sections Housing
incomplete Employment
Occupational
CODE Income
Assets
%%LT;{HAT Health
Soc. Services
Inc. in kind
Style of living

(b) Reasons if incomplete

— ill/disabled
does not know
information
unwilling to give
information
other (specify)

Which sections were answered

" in whole or in part by which

persons on the household?
Informant

2nd member

CODE

ALL THAT
APPLY

AS LISTED
IN QAIRE
(Some Sections

may be
listed twice)

Other (specify)

Write
Section
157253 tetc.

Number of other households
at address —— >

None

6. Household living on

ground
basement floor
1st floor
2nd floor
3rd floor
Answer 4th floor
6a 5th or above
Specify

(a) Is there a lift in the
building? Yes
No

Semi or detached house
or bungalow
Ter. h’se or bungalow
Self-con. flat in block
Type of  Self-con. flat in house
Accomm. Self-con. flat attached
to shop/business
Room(s): furnished
Other (specify)

. Is there an internal or external

flight of at least 4 steps or
stairs to the dwelling entrance?

Yes
No




QUESTION 14 Second job
This will have been established in the earlier section on Employment.
Repeat the question because earnings from subsidiary occupations tend to be
forgotten. For example, painters and decorators may have done one
remunerative weekend job for a few weeks several months earlier in the
year. A gardener may have done some intensive paid work for various
local people in the evenings and weekends of the summer months. Or a
university lecturer may have had a remunerative consultancy or a series of
well-paid broadcasts at some point in the year. Remember that extra
| earnings from a source other than usual employment may not be thought
of as a second job. You should probe for all kinds of additional earnings,
,\,«5 ¢ [/L i (TI Wdependjng on the nature of the usual employment.
WA A =

02, 03, etc., as appropriate and then to enter the rates per week and amounts below,
carefully writing in the code “01” (i.e. Family Allowances) “02” (i.e. Retirement
Pefnsion) and so on so that we are clearly aware of the allowances to which the amounts
refer.

Amounts will sometimes be joint — e.g. retirement pension for man and wife —
or will be for several members of the household — e.g. sickness benefit for man and
wife and children. In these instances the amount should be entered (if necessary, after

v the interview) in one column only, under that member of household receiving the
) ) \/\j S A payment. Wherever possible encourage informants (especially when elderly) to show
[‘H, j}, o -]L ( ¢ ) 7 SO you the allowance or pension book.
W \\*‘ UM CoDE 01 Family Allowances
Fourth &

h \ g A(W\/\ o LL—&L\'\r‘Q First child Second Third suhscquent
up to April 1968 ... nll 8 0 15s

P QUESTION 15
This is laid out as concisely as possible on one page and you are asked to ring 01,

after April 1968 17s
‘q 3 counting children under 15 or up to 19 if still m full time educauon or college or an

S \(,L\\ 2 NEARE apprentice on low wages.
L y\{L\Im\/ | CODE 02 Retirement Pension
- - Note that the actual amounts vary widely. Increased pensions are paid if retirement
(L\»\x‘ AQML is deferred. There are now in addition small gradua\ed state pensions (averaging about
3s.) and pensions may be reduced because of earnings or a deficient contribution
] record. Note that some of these points also apply to other benefits. Pensions and
1\,\\,(_\"\\'1 L}_ l ¢ supplementary benefits can be combined in a single payment. You will be prompting
for supplementary benefit and wherever possible we should like you to list the amount
separately (as well as the fact that it is being received). But whenever the rate given
to you exceeds the standard rate below you should check the reason.
Single person (husband) £4 10s.
[/} (¢ Wife’s income 2 23 £2 16s. Og
2 PAL 1st dependent child . e 3 e £1 5s. 0
l'{ (\/ g,—k ) _ 2nd dependent child X 35 17s. 0d.
l& CODE 03 Standard Widow’s Pcnsmn
Note: not the widow’s allowance which is paid for the first 26 weeks after
widowhood.
< Widow ord\ndo;uid mother
e o Ay - 1st dependent chi
wolle L\ Lp (SN oy ks > 2nd child .
p 3rd and subsequent child
— sy Depending on the circumstances of the “death of the husband’ (armed service and so on)
) \,\)‘Lé Ly (¥4 L [& widows’ pensions may differ in size. Note that family allowances are received in addition
= to dependent children’s allowances.
i s ) Widow’s Allowance: Widow £6 75., children as for widow’s pension
(\\ L t(-“( Y/ CODE 04 and 05 Sickness Benefit and Unemployment Benefit
Sickness benefit is often paid for periods other than a week. Find what was the last
¥ payment and for how many days (excluding Sundays). A payment for 6 days, excluding
Sunday, makes up a “ week’s” benefit. Note that an earnings-related supplement may
k 5 be paid in addition to the flat rate benefits listed below. Moreover, these benefit rates
\2{,‘. R'C (ANEE P b ) depend on the contribution record.
%mg]c person - e fg lgs.
o Q \ arried woman 5 s 3 g 16s.
vecs o S 15t dependent child i £1 5.
A _  Each subsequent child - 17s.
) »[ ZL CODE 06 Supplementary Benefit
o = The former “national assistance ”. Rent is sometimes paid direct to the landlord
by the Supplementary Benefits Comxmssion. There is a check later that the amount is
known and counted as income
CODE 07 Industrial Injury Benefit
£6 7s. 0d. (with additions for dependants) is payable for the first 26 weeks after
injury after which the injured person goes before a Board to have his injury assessed
for an individual disablement pension.
CODES 08 and 09 Industrial and Disablement Pensions
The 100 per cent rate is £7 12s. 0d. (with additions for dependants). CODE 09:
Note that these are war pensions, not service pensions included under occupational
pensions later in Q. 19
CODE 10 \1 rnity Allowane
Th( d ra fr ity allowance is £4 a week. It is nnd ( women who
1 ln\u ance (m\inuuhrm*, It b S f
1 ends after the sixth week following
Grant

N QL‘S

or hospital confinement

ional needs . The Ministry of Social
'\\\‘VJ ance ard 3a ) need to
>robe carefully for this for ;11 income un\l»

c - not they receive supplementary benefit
nmnhu of people 0 gle grants, e.g. for spectacles or dentures, even though lh(\
nn( normally e 1 ive wnwh smentary ben: Note also that since you
2 months there will be instances of people now in work

t an earlier point in the year.
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QUESTION 20 Miscellaneous allowances and cash income

The various kinds of income have been laid out as compactly as possible
but remember that two or more may need to be coded and you should
prompt carefully. Underneath describe the type of allowance (so that we
know to which code a particular amount refers) and the amount per week
or per month. Ring either *“1” or “ 2 depending on whether the allowance
did in fact cover last week and strike out “ Before” or “After” tax as
appropriate. Make sure that in the case of allowances of husbands tem-
porarily away from home that you have not already written in his earnings
earlier as a member of the household. If you have do not write in any
amount he pays. All we want here is any income which is not covered by
earlier entries.

QUESTION 20(b) Allowances for separated and divorced wives

Some wives receive money direct from their husbands (or via the
court). Others have court orders but these are signed over to the Supple-
mentary Benefits Commission, which collects the money and pays the
mother a standard weekly allowance. We therefore want to avoid counting
the amount in Q. 20 if that amount is already included in the figure for
supplementary benefit listed under Q. 15. We also want to be able to sort
out irregular payments of both money from court orders and supplementary
benefit. Check carefully in all these instances and write a note if anything
needs clarification. Fatherless families form a small proportion of the total
sample of households. Where money from court orders is paid irregularly
and the mother claims weekly from the Supplementary Benefits Office she

might not always claim the full amount, or may delay her claim in which
case she loses benefit. Check to see if such loss is occurring.

QUESTION 21 Allowances and sums paid to others

This question complements some of the sub-questions in Q. 20. Here we
are concerned to find out about all cash payments or allowances amounting
to at least 10s. a week or £25 a year. Note that married children frequently
pay rent or bills for elderly parents and old people sometimes make con-
siderable cash gifts to their children. Examples are payments for grand-
children’s clothing or holidays, payment of T.V. rentals and licence, cash gift
for car.

QUESTION 22 Tax relief

Our object is to gain further evidence about reciprocal aid but also to
help us in interpreting the figures for earnings and deductions given earlier.
Note that you are not expected to probe for amounts.

QUESTION 23

Property income is considerable for a small percentage of informants
and tends to be of two types: income from only one or two houses and income
from a range of properties. With a few people considerable time may need
to be spent on getting a reliable answer to this question. Net income after
tax may not be known so we deliberately seek gross income before tax, then
expenses, and only finally income after tax You may not be able to get the
third but make sure you get a figure for the first. It may also be difficult to
secure a figure for expenses of rates and repairs but remember that
property-owners will often know the total sums entered on their income tax
returns. It may even be helpful to remind informants of this: “ I mean the
total like that in your income tax return — gross income less expenses.”
Note that many owner-occupiers and tenants rent rooms and flats to others
in their accommodation. Do not count the rent from a boarder living in the

household.
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VIII INCOME IN KIND

General

This section aims to discover the major exchanges of services and gifts
between the household and relatives or friends living elsewhere. One major
problem is that people ordinarily take for granted the exchanges between
themselves and their closest relatives. When being asked questions about
“help” and “gifts” a housewife may not think of her mother, or her
husband’s mother, who lives nearby. A grandfather may not think of his
daily activity of seeing a grandchild home from school. The first question is
designed to help overcome this problem. You should remember that most
households in the UK have frequent contact with a relative (either of a wife
or a husband or of both) living elsewhere in the locality. Remember that
independently of his wife a husband may see someone in his family (eg:
his mother or a brother at work) every day. It will be very unusual if you
make no entry in the box alonside Q. 1, so probe for likely relatives (eg:
parents in the case of young and middle-aged people, brothers and sisters in
the case of unmarried people, sons and daughters in the case of the elderly).
In the remaining questions the contacts with such relatives are a likely
indication of a flow of services or small gifts. Note that earning members of
the household should normally be asked these questions independently of
the housewife.

QUESTION 1 Relatives seen frequently

The question is designed to establish the existence of the relatives who
have the most frequent contact with members of the household. Note that
you ask “any of your family or a relative ”. The alternative wording will
help to avoid information about really close relatives —eg: parents and
children — who are thought of as “family” or even as members of a
common household rather than as ‘ relatives . By “ most "’ days in the week
is meant at least four of the seven days.

QUESTION 2 Help given

The unspoken assumption in the question is that these must be unpaid
services. Prompt the items in the list carefully, emphasising those which are
appropriate to the age or social situation of different members of the
household. Make direct reference to the relatives listed in Q. 1. For example:
“You say you see your mother every day. Do you do any of these things for
her? And what about your sister?” Note that you prompt also for help
given to friends and neighbours.

Hours

If two or three different services are undertaken, add together the
informant’s estimates of the time taken. Since the services are unpaid you
should not expect informants to be able to give more than an approximate
estimate of the time taken (that is, the time spent in the performance of the
job, not interruptions for tea and conversations, etc).

QUESTION 3 Help received

The question reverses Q. 2 and proceed as in that question. Check in
whatever way seems appropriate to establish the unpaid services being
performed for members of the household. Again the question should be
repeated for relatives seen frequently. “ You've told me you see your mother
every day. Does she do any of these things for you? ” Two separate people
might do the cleaning, for example. Add the hours together.




QUESTION 14 Fuel
Everyone forgets to order coal. Stress “ through lack of money ”.

QUESTION 15 Birthday parties

Again the emphasis is on the expense and the experience of bringing
thi1 child’s friends into the home, so stress that we don’t mean just a family
party.

QUESTION 17 (a) Social class

This question requires the views of both chief wage-earner (head of
household) and housewife. By “ chief wage-earner” we mean the person
upon whose earnings the housekeeping income primarily depends. By
“Head of Household” we have in mind the alternative person to be
questioned if there is no chief wage-earner, e.g. a husband who is a
retirement pensioner, or a widowed mother (who may be the tenant) living
with her widowed daughter (the housewife) and grandchildren. As far as
possible the views on social class should be sought from each person
independently. If both are present take the question stage by stage, making
sure both answer before passing on. The question asks first for a self-rating,
which must be written down. At this stage avoid putting names of classes into
people’s heads. People often hesitate awkwardly, so try to get the
informant to say what class she thinks she belongs to or “is nearest to ”.
Prompt by repeating the question carefully, and say “ It’s what you think ”,
implying (which is true) that everyone has their own idea and each is
equally valid. Do not strain to get an answer if one is not easily forthcoming.
Do not assume the informant will pick one class only. Multiple choices of
“ middle and working ” or ‘ professional and working ” are allowed.

QUESTION 17 (b) Determinant of class

Code housewife and chief wage-earner only. Next, to give us a clue as
to what the informant is using as a reference point and scale we ask, in
effect, the informant’s idea of what determines “ class . Try to get the most
important one only.

QUESTION 17 (¢) Names of classes

Third, the informant is presented with a flash-card (this is why husband
and wife should if possible be interviewed separately, since otherwise the
second person may be unduly influenced). Code one item only. If informant
wants (again) to say “ None ”, say ‘ Well, I've got to put something down,
which would you think was nearest? ” This rating is the most important bit
of the question. Do not be puzzled if the wife gives a different answer from
the husband. This is quite common.

QUESTION 17 (d) Father’s main occupation

That is, the occupation held for most of the time (not necessarily the
most recent).

QUESTION 18 Well off

Four comparisons are made in this series of questions—with relatives,
with other people (note—of the same age) in locality, with the average in
the country and finally in the context of time. Prompt carefully and
remember that you might get a different response for one comparison than
for another.
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CODE C.W.E./H.0.H. ONLY

AX CHIEF WAGE EARNER/H.O.H.
23.% Do you think you could GENUINELY say

(YOURBTSIIPOOT ow? — X Does Not Apply SKIP TO Q.24

somet i
ONE ONLY FOVeRIET.

Y all the time? rex o -
PROMPT AND CODE o somefimes .t ASK 0.23(a)

I

2 DK

} SKIP TO Q.24

(a) Do you feel poor at any of these times
or in any of these situations? mic
at Christmas
D with some of your friends
CODE ALL THAT with some ur_relatives
= with some people round
LY GEHETR(SPEC]EY,) ===

~

<

N8 Vv — 0O K

© 0~ O AR 1
SN

VCENOVMBAEW N—O <

VOENOVMAW N—O<

VOENOVMAEW N—O< X

x

VWONOMAEUW N—O=<

%

VENOVMAW N—O<

FOR CHIEF WAGE EARNER/H.O.H.

24. (2) There's been a lot of talk about
poverty. Do you think there's such a

thing as REAL poverty these days? x

CODE C.W.E./H.0.H. ONLY

Does Not Apply SKIP TO
Q.25

yes
no
DK
(b) What would you describe as poverty?

WRITE IN ANSWER

(c) Would you say that if people ere in poverty its mainly

their own fault?
the Government's fault?
the fault of their education?
PROMPT the fault of industry not providing the riaht jobs#

AND CODE anything else? (SPECIFY)
ONE ONLY

~ 2 combination of (some of) these?
- none of fhese?
DK

ASK CHIEF WAGE EARNER AND HOUSEWIFE ABOUT ALL AGED 23 AND OVER

25. Do you mind telling me if you voted in the last
General Election (I don't mean who you voted for,

just whether you voted)? x

ASK CHIEF WAGE EARNER/H.O.H. ¢ E./H.0.H. ONLY
26. If there is poverty what do you think

can be done about it? ‘rﬁiyt?\inn
WRITE IN ANSWER =




INTERVIEWER rumass vowtl ALL THAT APPLY AFTER INTERVIEW

Household in which there is a child, one of whose parents is not resident
Household consisting of woman and adult dependants
Household in which there are five or more dependent children

Household containing an adult who has been unemployed for eight weeks (con-
secutively or in last 12 months)

Household containing an adult under 65 years of age who has been ill or injured
for eight weeks (consecutively or in last 12 months)

Household containing a disabled adult under 65
(a) disabled
(b) borderline disabled

Household containing a disabled or handicapped child (including child ill or
injured for eight weeks or more)

Household containing a person aged 65 or over who has been bedfast or ill for
eight weeks or more or who is otherwise severely incapacitated

Household in which there are
(a) earners, none earning £12 a week or more
(b) adult male earners (aged 21 to 64) earning less than £14 a week

Household in which there are persons who are
(a) non-white

(b) born in Eire

COMPOSITION OF HOUSEHOLD: CODES (Q. 10, p. 3)

One generation Man: and widowed or separated daughter
- 5 o Woman: and widowed or separated son ..

k}:a :igﬂi; ':Eig (:l(:lggro‘\“t,r 5 : Woman: and widowed or aLpara!Ld daughler
Woman alone: aged 60 or over 3 Otherwise two generations: all related . o
Woman alone: aged under 60 Otherwise two generations: at ]edS( one person not
Husband and wife: both aged 60 or over 5 related to any other :
Husband and wife: at least one aged under 60 5 Other (SPECIFY)
Husband and wife: both under 60 7
Man and woman: otherwise related
Man and woman: unrelated 5 ¥ 9 Man, son and d-in-law, grandchildren: all under 15 ...
Two or more men only: related . Man, son and d-in-law, grandchildren: at least one
Two or more men only: unrelated ; under 15 and one over 15 e
Two or more women only: related 2 ' Man, daughter & son-in-law, rjrandchi]dren: all under
Two or more women only: unrelated & 5 S et
Other (SPECIFY) ... 50 6 Man, daughter and son-in-law, grandchildren: at least

one under 15 and one over 15 .

Two generation Woman, son and d-in-law, grandchildren: all under 15
Man, wif 1 child under 15 3 . g Woman, son and d-in-law, grandchildren: at least one
Man, wif 2 children both under 15 ... . 202 under 15, one over 15 \

Man, w + 3 children all under 15 B 4 g Woman, dduﬂhtur and son-in-law, grandchildren: all
Man, wife: + 4 or more children all under 15 2 under 15 e
Man, wife: + children, at least 1 under 15 and at least Woman, daughter and son-in-law, grandchildren: at
1 over 15, none married 203 least one under 15, one over 15
Man, wife: + children all aged 15-24, none married 206 Married couple, married child and child-in- lzm arand-
Man, wife: + children all over 15, at least 1 aged 25 or children under 15 E
over, none married Otherwise 3-generations:
Man and one child under 15 . ¥ g —all persons related, at least one (hxld under 15
Man and two children both under 15 . . 204 —at least one child under 15
Man and three or more children under 15 2 —all persons related
Man and children at least one under and one over 15, —unrelated
none married S 2 Other (SPECIFY)
Man and children all aged 15-24, none married 212 = K
Man and children all over 15 at least one 25 or over, Four generation
none married ; o DESCRIBE COMPOSITION BELOW
Woman: and one child under 15
Woman: and two children both under 15
Woman: and three or more children under 15 .
Woman: and children, at least one under and one over
15, none married
Woman: and children, all ar'cd 15-24, none married
Woman: and children all over at least one 25 or
over, none married 5 3
Man: and widowed or separated son

irce gencration

L
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