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 30th March 2020 
 
 
Dear Chancellor,  
 
Raising Child Benefit to £50 to Help Families through the COVID-19 Pandemic 
 
As part of your ongoing response to the financial impact of the Covid-19 pandemic, we propose 
a simple, efficient and cost-effective way to help the Government provide urgently-needed 
support to families – that is, immediately increasing Child Benefit to £50 per child, per week. 
Crucially, it requires no changes to systems and will offer instant impact.   
  
As you will be aware, Child Benefit is currently paid at £20.70 a week for your first child, and 
£13.70 for subsequent children. A number of charities have rightly advocated an increase in 
Child Benefit, suggesting a £10 rise. Evidence shows Child Benefit now covers at best a fifth of 
the cost of raising a child – from food to clothing and basic utilities - meaning £10 is in truth a 
modest sum, with a far higher figure justifiable. Child Benefit of £50 per child per week would be 
a reasonable and appropriate step.   
  
Any concern about payments being made to those who may not need them will be assuaged by 
the High Income Child Benefit Charge for people earning over £50,000. This cut-off is already in 
place, so again no new arrangements are required. However, given the current extraordinary 
circumstances, the Government could achieve further simplification by abolishing that charge.   
  
We also suggest it would be prudent to abolish the 2-child limit to Universal Credit and Tax 
Credits, which while not directly relevant to Child Benefit, impacts severely on other support. 
This would ease the pressing burdens families are experiencing in these unprecedented times. 
  
Understandably, there continues to be significant debate about what income support measures 
are most urgently needed over the next few months, in addition to those already put in place. 
Our advice to Government, as social security experts who have analysed in detail the relevant 
data and urgent needs of families, is not to fail to see the wood for the trees. A rise in Child 
Benefit offers an immediate way forward.  
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We would be delighted to discuss this further, and arrangements can be coordinated via Dr Kate 
Summers at LSE, who is at k.summers@lse.ac.uk. 
 
Yours sincerely, 
 
  
Professor Jonathan Bradshaw (University of York) 
Professor Sir John Hills (London School of Economics) 
Professor Baroness Lister of Burtersett (Loughborough University) 
Dr Michael Orton (University of Warwick) 
Dr Kate Summers (London School of Economics) 
Professor Sharon Wright (University of Glasgow) 
  
Plus 79 further signatories: 
  
Professor David Abbott (University of Bristol) 
Dr Lindsey Appleyard (Coventry University) 
Dr Dave Beck (University of Salford) 
Julia Brannen (Emerita Professor, Thomas Coram Research Unit, UCL Institute of Education) 
Dr Gideon Calder (Swansea University) 
Professor Claire Callender (University College London and Birkbeck) 
Mick Carpenter (Emeritus Professor of Social Policy, University of Warwick) 
Calum Carson (Leeds University Business School) 
Dr Harriet Churchill (Sociological Studies, University of Sheffield) 
Professor Colin Clark (University of the West of Scotland) 
Dr Kerris Cooper (CASE, London School of Economics) 
Stephen Crossley (Northumbria University) 
Professor Guy Daly (Coventry University) 
Alan Deacon (Emeritus Professor of Social Policy, University of Leeds) 
Hartley Dean (Emeritus Professor of Social Policy, London School of Economics) 
Professor Joe Devine (University of Bath) 
Dr Daniel Edmiston (University of Leeds) 
Professor Rosalind Edwards (University of Southampton) 
Professor Nick Ellison (University of York) 
Dr Eldin Fahmy (University of Bristol) 
Dr Ciara Fitzpatrick (Policy and Research, Law Centre NI) 
Dr Adam Formby (York St John University) 
Dr Vanesa Fuertes (University of the West of Scotland) 
Dr Kayleigh Garthwaite (University of Birmingham) 
Dr Jasmine Gideon (Birkbeck, University of London) 
Caroline Glendinning (Emerita Professor of Social Policy, University of York) 
Professor David Gordon (University of Bristol) 
Dr Aimee Grant (Office for National Statistics) 
Professor Ann Marie Gray (Ulster University) 
Lee Gregory (University of Birmingham) 
Dr Rita Griffiths (Institute for Policy Research, University of Bath) 
Professor Bernard Harris (University of Strathclyde) 
Professor Annette Hastings (University of Glasgow) 
Dr Antonia Keung (University of York) 
Professor Majella Kilkey (University of Sheffield) 
Stewart Lansley (Visiting Fellow, University of Bristol) 
Professor Emerita Ruth Levitas (University of Bristol) 
Professor Karen Lowton (University of Sussex) 
Professor Mhairi Mackenzie (University of Glasgow) 



Professor Gráinne McKeever (Ulster University) 
Richard Machin (Nottingham Trent University) 
Dr Rob Macmillan (Sheffield Hallam University) 
Dr Chris McLean (University of Manchester) 
Professor Jane Millar (University of Bath) 
Dr Tish Marrable (University of Sussex) 
Dr Margaret May (Hon. Research Fellow, University of Birmingham) 
Professor Margaret O’Brien (Thomas Coram Research Unit, University College London) 
Dr Rebecca O'Connell (Thomas Coram Research Unit, UCL Institute of Education) 
Dr Lisa O’Malley (University of York) 
Charlie Owen (UCL Institute of Education) 
Professor Jonathan Parker (Bournemouth University) 
Dr Ismail Patel 
Professor Jenny Phillimore (University of Birmingham) 
Jennie Popay (Distinguished Professor of Sociology & Public Health, Lancaster University) 
Dr Enrico Reuter (University of York) 
Emeritus Professor Tess Ridge (University of Bath) 
Dr Rachel Robbins (University of Central Lancashire) 
Dr Antonios Roumpakis (University of York) 
Professor Karen Rowlingson (University of Birmingham) 
Dr Daniel Sage (Edge Hill University) 
Professor Lisa Scullion (University of Salford) 
Professor Stephen Sinclair (Glasgow Caledonian University) 
Adrian Sinfield (Professor Emeritus of Social Policy, University of Edinburgh) 
Dr Joshua Skoczylis JP (University of Lincoln) 
Dr Kate Smith (University of Huddersfield) 
Bruce Stafford (Emeritus Professor, University of Nottingham) 
Dr Kitty Stewart (LSE) 
Professor David Taylor (University of Brighton) 
Professor Peter Taylor-Gooby (University of Kent) 
Professor Morag Treanor (Heriot-Watt University) 
Dr Helene Vannier 
Professor John Veit-Wilson (Newcastle University 
Dr Sarah Ward (University of Glasgow) 
Dr Sarah Weakley (University of Glasgow) 
Dr Ruth Webber (Loughborough University) 
Dr David Webster (University of Glasgow) 
Dr Mark Wilding (University of Salford) 
Professor Fiona Williams (University of Leeds) 
Professor Nicola Yeates (The Open University) 
 
 
cc. Rt Hon Thérèse Coffey MP, Secretary of State for Work and Pensions 


