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61049 This house is now demolished - but I am attempting :c;tr- ck & do

17 Man =33 Wife 32 girl 16 Boy 15 boy 13, girls aged 10, 8 and 6.

|
House is freezing (Nov) even with coal fire in back room it was cold. Tje
doors fit badly, plaster is cracked. When the back door is closed vibration
causes the other doors to open. Vermin bugs, cockreaches mice and rats.
Larder is rough stone black with dirt and ice cold. 2 bedrooms, - 4 to a room
cold and damp all the wallpaper is peelong - the ceiling is giving way
they have stuck it over with paper. Plastic sheets cover the beds to keep
the damp off. Smoke in the area so bad 'it looks like a big fire!
The house next door is empty and broken up. tramps sleep there - the children
have found tablets there. When the rat-catcher came he said he could'nt
put poison down because of danger to the children.

There is a cold tap but no wash basin or sink they use a plastic bowl.

Husband has been unemployed for 36 weeks., He worked as a labourer on a sub-contract

site where they don't worry about Insurance cards, so he has lost his benefit.

The house was bought EXHXXXX7/2/55 for £400 They paid £50 dep031t and £1 per week
- it took 7 years to pay off. Council bought house on 1/7/687 They now pay
a controlled rent of 17/4d per week Compensation was to come later, and the
Council was to maintain the house but they have done nothing. Housewife refusing

to piy rent until something is done -For 4 weeks at time of interview)
Someone stole the lead pipes and they had a flood last year.

INCOME  Householder £10:5f0{-)&f)enefit.
Family allowancE 18.0

Daughter(18) £8. 12 0 Gross £1 deductions. Machinist clothing factory.
Son (15) £5: 14, 8 M 10/8 " Apprentice Painter.

Grants from Education Dept. for shoes £15
Uniform Grant £35.

H.P, £2 p.w. Clothing Club £2 p.w. 40 pints of milk per week

No new coat in past 3 years (not since marriage!)

No birthday parties, no pocket money.

Sometimes buys second hand clothes.

Spent £10 extra at Xmas - housewife knits presents.

H/H described class as 'poor class' on subjective question & 'Poor' from card.
Paremts jobs (both) described as'Unemployed ' = born in Hire.

Replied 'worse off ' to all parts of P37 Ql8.

Describes poverty: '"Poor houses and children with no food or ckothing'

No - one helps- no evenln@s out - not enough money.

Interviwer 'This is the worst louse I have ever seen'.
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22 year old mother with 4 year old child, separated from husband = divorce
pending.

£8. T+ O per wee't S.B.,

£2., 10, O for shoes for childf’ézf“1-j

£3. 12, 0 for shoes for 2nd and underwear for Inf. & 2nd. comment of respondent
tpresumably based on the cost of living index of 1899!

No holiday
no visits to friends or relatives for meal or snack
no evenings out inpast fortnight

No cooked breakfast for either

informant has gone a whole day in past two weeks without a cooked meal
Don't have fresh meat most days

No sunday Jjoint

T pints of milk!

Comment 'I feel guilty when I eat, I always think that it's Mary's next dinner
I'm eating!

Pays 40/= on clothing clubs per week
Rent £2. 10, O Per week
Spent nothing extra last Xmas = no presents

Has known worse times 'When I was with him I was starvingt

On the class question describes her class as 'poor’

Interviewers notes

A very saddening interview. Inf, was striving hard to bring up zkiikxzx her daughter
as & normal child, although the latter was very neurdti€ because of illetreatment
by the father (not physical: he used to call her names and say he hated her.
According to Inf. she now won't stay in the same room with a man, ever with her
uncle or neighbours husbands) Inf hereself was thinking of re-mayrying ('a nice
steady lad') Strangely enough, her house had the most cheerful looking living
room I've seen mmxfax in the area to date - she spent a lot of time cleaning it

and sa¥ing what mo ey she could to byy a bit of furniture. They had ohly a fewxmxm
armchairs and a table ete - enough for one room to look 'full' - the other rooms
were virtually empty except for beds in the bedrooms, she said,
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949198
(seen in May)

2s

1271, Duke Street
Retired Man, with working son
Man had pension £4-12-

94g2LL

qo  Pex va
Unemploysd man (64) dlone
Man had unemployment pay of Lh-8-

32

39 Kenmare Street

Woman with grand-daughter
Woman had £4-10- pension

107

335 Inverleith Street
0ld Couple with retirement pensions £4=10~ and £2-16-

108

L35 Inverleith Street

0ld couple with pensions £8-6- between them.

that if their savings are less than £300 they are
probably eligible. They refused to tell us their
savings before, so note them dedn:i€ you are told

110

292 Inverleith Street
0ld woman with pension £4=10=

112
(see in May)

66, Seagrove Street

Woman with widowed sister and the sisters two working
daughters
Woman had unemployuent benefit of £4-10-

190

41 Edenwood Street

Old man with daughter
Man had pension £5=5-

218

56 Eddinstan Street
Old couple with pensions £5-6- and £2-10-

225

771 Springfield

Widow with working son
She had widows pension £4=10-

2h2

185 Cld Shettlestan Road
(1d couple with pensions £8-6- altogether

260

902 Springfield Road
0ld woman alone has £4-10- pension

NB. This has been checked before. #Ask if she has
applied yet




268

e

34 Burgher Street

Old woman with retirement pension £4=10-
N.B., This has been checked before. Ask if she has
applied yet.

289

16 Macbeth Street

Retired map with working daughter
Man has £4=10- pension '

295

8 Areh Street
0ld woman alone g£4=13- pension

She refused to tellhe» savings but is she has less than
£550 she is eligible. Note savings if divulged.

311

39 Dunrobin Street
Couple with pensions £8=6-

252

270 East Wellington Street

0ld Couple.
Han has 410~ retirement
[7 a month war pension

Although he has savings he is eligible




