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A Mef azplmtism of ef;wnr Sample of 86 families in Londen, all
laxgo, 1.0 having ot lecast five &egea&em children.
botal lovel of weckly income, the numbore living in
or neap subsistence pmm (naimg H.%eB. level as subsictence level).
' mrae of incemos tho proportion of the total accounted for by
‘ ngic upoe, together with family allowances. VYays in which ].ﬂ’é!‘
baaia vages oan he auyplemantede ‘
i) the father vorks a lot of overtime or tales en night shifto

ﬁmmber of familma wi'm do snpplemnt ﬁheir basie vages in these
ways, aauunt of overtime worked, number of viveo vorkings nunber whe
would be in poverty if they did not and the nunber at present in poverty
because they are unablo to add te their bagic wage.

eeaswmny in scme jobsy the mother can only work when her health allews
it end vhen the children are both 0ld enough and well enough to bo left
without her (thio, of ocuxse, is less 1ikely with sovexal children ).

Then illness in the femlly direotly affcots tho weekly incume «

a siek father, if ho menages to o on working eamnct do aa much oveprtimm,
or if he has to stop working must rely on Nol. and/or N.he A oick mothor
may meen hushand hes to tako ime off work $o look after her (during
childbirth, the husband was one of the mest likely persons to be ceping
with the family) « at any rate if she nermally works, cho's losing moncy.
t¥ith no savings or recorvec of any kind, illness in the family con mesa &
orioio for tho lewer inc.me family,

Half of these in poverty (a total of 1 in 5 of the somple) were in
familios whore the fathor was in full tiwme emplmth, the other half were
living on stato benefits, Reliance gn fl.J d/ex Ha.A

Three main oircunestarces in vhich a famil,y ha.d. ﬁo roly on state benofit
i) These families in which there has beecn a orisis lasting a short poriod

and which 4y not necoessarily lilisly t¢ ocour esZe father has
ascident, opell of illness.
2) Those families in which there are temporary ewises, but of a recurvent




»

nature, father not chrenicaliy 111, but suffers from bad health,
3) Those families whe depend on H.A. on a long term basis e.ge chronie

sick and disabled, fatherless families.
The wagestops apart from the fatherless fumilies, the rest wers getiing
less than full H.A. allovsnces - size of the wage st p - Caloulatiun of
fnormal earnings! - how is this done? It would seem ‘normal’ is too
clogsely linked to 'basic'! earnings and as indicated above these are
insufficient to keep a family above poverty level.

Thus where basic wages are low, the father cannot be certain of
an income sufficient to keep his family above the poverly level, either
when he's working or when he's sicke. A new look at mininm wages and at
family sllowances could provide an answer.



